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[bookmark: _Int_2fOFXxO9]In this document the writer will include an essay which details three key theorists in education who have contributed significantly to the evolution of cognitive development and learning experiences in schools. The writer will analyse these theorists and their ideologies surrounding education so that a better understanding of their contributions in this field can be understood and how they have influenced teaching in modern times. The writer will also reflect on a demonstration which shows how they would present a story to a group of young people. The aim of this task is to encourage ambitious vocabulary in young children through the medium of storytelling. Within this reflection, the Gibbs reflective cycle will be utilised in order to properly learn from the experience. 
      
Part 1
Bruner, Skinner and Chomsky are all theorists who have revolutionised societies understanding of cognitive development, learning and language skills, each in unique ways and through different methods. The importance of literacy and language skills in education is significant and these are vital in the development of knowledge acquisition as well as communication (Learning and Teaching Scotland 2009). 

For example, by gaining the necessary language skills, a student is then able to express themselves which is beneficial for emotional literacy and well-being. Furthermore, by having the necessary literacy skills, academic research and writing becomes more accessible to the student which is essential when in a professional setting (Perin 2013).


[bookmark: _Int_lkMtQcPc]However, studies suggest a clear link between students who live in depraved areas and their acquisition of literacy and language skills (Hutchinson et al., 2020). Students who have been said to be economically disadvantaged are likely to not be able to access educational resources which build language and literacy skills. In the writers own setting, this connection is made evident as students without access to computers cannot engage in reading online which is noted to be popular amongst their peers. Furthermore, these students are less likely to be encouraged to purchase books or other forms of media due to poverty and affordability of essential items. Over the last 30 years, policies and legislation surrounding education have evolved to become more focused on the individual needs of the children and the key skills they will need to become active and knowledgeable citizens. 
After the Successful Futures report (Donaldson 2015) was published, this led to a new approach to be taken to education in Wales. In response to this report, the curriculum for Wales (Welsh Government 2020) was created which specifies the importance of literacy and numeracy skills. This is evidence that literacy and language skills are essential for the growth and development of the citizens of Wales for them to become ambitious and informed learners. This also stands as a good example of how teaching methods have adapted to match policies and legislation. This development can be linked to Chomsky as in Wales students participate Welsh lessons and through Chomsky’s theory of language acquisition, students are given the education they need to become effective bilingual learners in a setting which reflects their culture (Chomsky 1968). 
The influence of Bruner, Skinner and Chomsky can be seen in modern education through various ways. Bruner was a theorist who introduced educational scaffolding as a support strategy for learning. This is the concept of demonstrating an action or thinking process first before allowing the students to attempt this process themselves while also revisiting topics and expanding on them after some time has passed (Bruner 1976). This process has been adopted and heavily implemented as a successful teaching method as students have greatly benefited from this approach. 
His influence is clearly seen in the classrooms of today as teachers are often scaffolding their approach to a question using an interactive whiteboard or screen. In a maths classroom, a teacher would display multiple methods of answering a single question while explaining their thought process to the observers. Similarly, an English teacher may demonstrate how they would structure a paragraph correctly before asking the students to try this independently. This approach is not limited to written activities as physical demonstrations and guidance can be offered while engaging in a team sport or movement-based challenge. 


[bookmark: _Int_zlPJj0XB][bookmark: _Int_At4Uyv4s]While demonstration is part of this process, Bruner also placed importance on revisiting topics after a period of time to build on prior knowledge and introduce more complex aspects. This too, is often seen in the classrooms of today as teachers will revisit a subject by asking the students to recall what they have learned previously and then build upon this by making links to the new learning objectives. This process could be likened to Skinner's belief in reinforcement as he believed that encouraging a child routinely to exhibit a certain behaviour would lead to them conforming to desired actions. By doing this, Skinner is giving the student a template on how they should behave which is similar to how Bruner demonstrates how a student should approach a question.
Skinner has enhanced the understanding of how a more structured approach to education can benefit the learner. Skinner's behaviourist mentality suggests that learners can be moulded into a well-rounded student by conditioning them with punishment or reward systems which is known as positive reinforcement (Skinner 1953). This approach to behaviour management is often utilised in schools today and is visible when utilising reward charts.
Chomsky is better known for his Nativist theory which implies the existence of a Language Acquisition Device within the brain of every child (Chomsky 1968).
It is said that this device is the reason for children being able to adopt and learn language through a universal grammar. This theory has been said to revolutionise the field of linguistics and gives educators a further understanding of how language acquisition works. Chomsky plays an interesting role in the influence of today's curriculum which has been adopted by Welsh schools (Welsh Government 2020).
A comparison can be made between the universal grammar Chomsky proposes and the universal skills which are a priority in education.  In a similar way, Chomsky and Bruner can be linked as Bruner’s methods of transferring knowledge to another area of learning is not dissimilar to Chomsky’s transferring of language skills. 

[bookmark: _Int_YqoMtPiQ]In the writer's place of work, the influences of Skinner and Bruner are noticeable as the structure of lessons and reward systems both are evident in a secondary school. Additionally, within a unit for Autism and additional learning needs (ALN), there is an increased emphasis on structure as it is crucial to the wellbeing of the students.  Additional links to Bruner's theories throughout Welsh schools can be made through the new curriculum for Wales framework (Welsh Government, 2020). One of Bruner’s beliefs was that the aim of education was to empower students to become autonomous learners. This is something that is reflected within the new curriculum for Wales as there is now an emphasis on creating “Life-long learners” within education who have a wealth of transferable skills which will greatly benefit them in future learning. 
[bookmark: _Int_FtWC3T3R]In conclusion, Bruner, Skinner and Chomsky are theorists who have all greatly contributed to the understanding of cognitive development and learning. Links to their contributions can be seen throughout the policies and curriculums which have been adopted by schools in modern times which focus on language, literacy and other transferable skills.  



Part 2: My Reflection 
For the latest module in my inclusive education course, I was given the task of presenting a story to a group of young students and recording this experience in a five-minute video. This presented me with a unique challenge as within my work setting, this is not something I usually do. 
Choosing a story was a challenging aspect of this task because this is something I have little experience with. The children who I work with have usually been in key stage 4 and most of them consider listening to a story as immature for their age group. There are some within my group who would enjoy this activity but due to time restraints and external pressure to help key stage 4 with their GCSEs, this is not something I am able to prioritise. This activity has given me an exciting opportunity to operate outside of my comfort zone and deliver an engaging story. I decided to choose ‘The Undersea Cleaning Spree’ as it is educational due to its message regarding recycling and engaging with its language (Twinkl 2023). 
As I had limited resources available to me in my workplace, I had set up a PowerPoint version of this book on a screen which made the imagery and text clearer for the students participating. As I progressed through the story, I asked the students to click along with me on their PowerPoint so that we moved forward at the same time, and this worked well. This was an aspect of the activity which I initially found daunting as I was unsure how I would ensure the children could follow along with me, but this was not an issue as the students did this with ease. 
[bookmark: _Int_s6Fqq5Er]Before I began recording the video, I was feeling very anxious as I did not know if I had picked an appropriate story for the age of the students present. These were year eleven pupils from within the specialist teaching facility unit in the school. However, I found that the pupils were very much engaged with the story and were investing in the topic of marine litter and recycling. This is something which I am pleased with as numerous studies have outlined the cognitive benefits which story telling can have on a learner (Boris 2017).
To aid this further, I asked some questions to the students which opened a discussion surrounding how humans have caused the natural habitat of marine creatures to become littered and dangerous for them.  I also asked questions surrounding the language which was used in the book as I believed this would enable the pupils to improve their comprehension skills. 
[bookmark: _Int_Mkd5fl27]Upon reflection, this is something which I am glad I did as I believe that this made the experience more immersive for the students and it may have increased their language skills due to the emotional literacy within the story. However, I believe I could have done this more often as I feel that I was too conscious of the five-minute time restraint which I was in. 
Finally, I believe that my introduction to the follow up activity could have been elaborated on further as I only mentioned it would be some questions about the story. This could have been expanded upon by giving an example question as a warmup such as “How do you think Blub felt throughout the story?”. 
If I had the opportunity to try this activity again, I would spend more time emphasising the emotive language used in the book and ask more questions surrounding this to build comprehension skills. Furthermore, I would also try to incorporate some physical elements to the story telling by including plastic props which would serve as a visual representation of the litter within the story. By being able to visualise the large quantities of litter, this may increase the participants engagement and conceptualisation of the story. 
[bookmark: _Int_QAkG4DTs]In conclusion, I believe that this story telling activity was a success as I gained confidence in my ability to engage learners though story telling. I also believe this activity was educational for the students involved and it gave them an opportunity to use their imagination and expand their vocabulary. While there are certain elements that could be altered for future repetition, I am happy with the outcome of this activity. 
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