Chapter 4 – Findings

4.1 “Critical analysis of the public's perception on modern-day divorce in England and Wales”

4.2 Introduction 
[bookmark: _Int_Gt3St55B][bookmark: _Int_EMhZLnmd]The following chapter aims to critically analyse all forthcoming findings regarding the public’s perception on modern-day divorce in England and Wales. Though presenting 18 different qualitative and quantitative questions, the survey aimed to collect personal opinions and beliefs of the participants on the given subject. Through the use of Google Forms, the survey was capable of obtaining 51 responses. Prior to participating, all volunteers were briefed about the researcher’s background, the survey’s topic and intention as well as ethical considerations such as anonymity. Moreover, all participants were required to be over the age of 18 and provide voluntary consent due to the nature of the survey. Such precautions were taken to ensure no distress was caused to the participants as well as to avoid all academic consequences. For reference, figure 4.2.1 presents the survey.
All primary data will be analysed to identify any differences or similarities between the results. Therefore, such analysis will provide an insight into the public’s views and beliefs surrounding modern-day divorce, while contrasting secondary findings in the literature review. 

4.3 Findings: Description of Data Analysis and Results
[bookmark: _Int_14lL3uyQ]To begin the survey, the introduction was placed at the very start to ensure all participants had to read it before proceeding. Such measure was taken to maintain ethical standards. According to Williams (2023), any survey conducted for academic purposes must comply with ethical guidelines to avoid invalidation by the university exam board. Ensuring the participant’s privacy and consent is necessary as described by Williams (2023), to guarantee a positive experience and respect the university’s reputation. Lastly, to ensure full anonymity and privacy, all participants were required to submit their responses, which subsequently would be deleted otherwise.

Q1.[image: ]

[bookmark: _Int_GLB1ByPs]The second question was multiple-choice. All participants were asked to identify their age category ranging from 18 to 56 and above. Such information is necessary to explain and evaluate reasoning behind qualitative responses. For instance, with further analysis, it can be explained that some age groups have similarities or differences with their perspective regarding divorce. The majority of participants aged 18-24 (62.7%).
Q2[image: ].

The third question intended to identify the participant’s gender. Same as age, this question was utalised to determine any similarities or differences between the genders of qualitative responses. Therefore, with this question and the use of an inductive approach, the researcher will be capable of forming a theory surrounding the subject such as: Gender X is more likely to be interested in divorce. The main gender was Female, which accumulated to 56.9% of all respondents (29 respondents), Secondly were Males with 41.2% of all respondents (21 respondents), and finally, non-binary which accumulated to 2% of all respondents (1 respondent).  

Q3.[image: ]
 The fourth question intended on setting the scene with regards to the participants and their relation to divorce. 52.9% of respondents (27 respondents) believe they have been affected by a divorce, that being part of one or affected due to a family member or friend. On contrast, 47.1% of respondents (24 respondents) believe they have not been affected by a divorce in any way. These responses are subjective as it can raise the question whether a person interprets trauma from a divorce differently. A person could believe that they have not been affected by a divorce mentally but have physically or economically without realising. 
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[bookmark: _Int_iZMc3Apu]Question five was subsequently created in relation to question four. The intention of question five was to determine whether the affected participants had a positive or negative experience. The question also relates back to the findings in the literature review. For instance, Cameron (2008) suggested that it is inevitable that at least one-party experiences emotional consequences during a divorce. By considering the results from the question and the literature review findings, the theory of at least one person experiencing divorce negatively is true. This idea validates research presented in the literature review, making the study effective. 83.9% of participants (26 respondents) believe they had a negative divorce experience. Whereas 16.1% of participants (5 respondents) believe they had a positive experience.
Q5.[image: ]

[bookmark: _Int_zCQZ8tBT]The intention of question six was to determine the knowledge of the public in relation to the previous divorce law. The question intended to understand whether people have a general interest in the subject. Suggesting if most participants are aware of the previous divorce law, most will be aware of the current one. 58% of participants (29 respondents) understood that fault was required prior to the introduction of the DDSA2020, whereas 42% (21 respondents) did not. Furthermore, this raises the question whether there is a lack of awareness with regards to divorce. As a lack of awareness could result in a more difficult divorce process and consequences post-divorce (Baker & Emery, 1993).
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The seventh question of the survey asked the participants to identify any possible issues that could arise under the previous divorce law (Matrimonial Causes Act (1973)). With a brief description of what the act enforced, the total number of responses reached 48. The use of thematic analysis allowed the researcher to identify three reoccurring themes. With regards to potential limitations, analysis is limited if such responses do not correlate back to the question and therefore will not be considered (See 3.7.3 for reference). To clarify, all qualitative data within the survey will be analysed by placing the responses in such themes. The use of themes is beneficial as the researcher can interpret and visualise responses more effectively and clearly (Maguire & Delahunt, 2017). 

Question seven:
Theme 1 – Difficulty in proving fault – Eight respondents (16.7%) suggested the difficulty of proving fault through the lack of evidence. Some of which suggested the potential of falsifying evidence “One could lie about evidence”. Whereas another suggested the general difficulty in obtaining evidence “Proving one of these faults must be difficult for the person who would like the divorce to go ahead”. Nevertheless, all respondents suggested that the difficulty of proving fault could prolong the divorce process and therefore potentially subject a spouse to abuse, “more tension within the matrimonial home”. Greatbatch & Dingwall (1999) suggests spouses are more likely to encounter psychological and emotional abuse during mediation period.
Theme 2 – Subjectivity and interpretation – 12.5% of respondents suggested the issue of subjective interpretation of terms such as “unusual behaviour”, “adultery” or “desertion”. “some people might consider certain behaviours abusive, whereas some might not”, “People can interpret adultery differently” and “the term desertion can be interpreted in many ways”. Such interpretation and subjectivity of ‘fault’ terms could result to an unfair judgement or unreasoned divorce (Tinder et al, 2017).
Theme 3 – Family well-being and resilience within divorce – although this theme is broad, it represents a combination of potential issues resulting from proving fault. For instance, 37.5% of respondents suggested matrimonial related issues could result from the need to prove fault. Most considered matrimonial related issues to be family safety, emotional well-being and finance related issues. “In cases where fault must be proven, children may become unintentional casualties of the process”, “Guilt, revenge tactics, making the divorce process harder than usual” and “financial burden when considering cost of solicitors and court hearings to prove such facts”. 

The eighth question asked the respondents whether they are aware of the new divorce law (DDSA2020). Questioning whether all participants are aware of the DDSA2020 ensures data reliability and accuracy. If respondents are not aware of the law but were questioned further about it, their responses may not mirror their true belief. 56.9% of respondents suggested they are aware of the DDSA2020 (29 respondents), whereas 43.1% are not (22 respondents) 
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The ninth question was set to ask participants if they believe any problems could arise with the DDSA2020 and eliminate the limitations set out in question eight. Question nine intended on fulfilling such aims by presenting a brief description of the DDSA2020 and no-fault divorce. Fox (2023) suggests people who are aware of the survey’s subject are more likely to participate. 84.3% of respondents suggested they could expect problems with DDSA2020 (43 respondents), whereas 15.7% of respondents did not (8 respondents).
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The tenth question was a continuation of question nine. Its intention was to identify the exact issues related to DDSA2020. The total number of responses reached 44, which indicates a human error within question nine’s responses.
Question 10: “What type of problems would you expect?  If a person in a marriage has the power to file for divorce without reason, what problems would you expect?”

Theme 1- Increased divorce rates and relationship instability – 45.5% of respondents (20 respondents) raised the issue of an increase in divorce cases due to the introduction of the DDSA2020, “rise in unexpected divorce cases”. As well as all related respondents hinted relationship instability within the matrimonial home as a consequence of such widely obtainable divorce process. For instance, “Maybe out of anger someone would apply for this without thinking rationally about the situation. Do it to spite the other person”. 
Theme 2 – Legal and financial vulnerability – This theme relates to potential legal and financial consequences regarding no–fault divorce. For instance, within the 22.7% of respondents, some suggested a party could experience legal issues such as asset distribution if they are not aware of the divorce taking place the same way they would be with the Matrimonial Causes Act 1973, “if a spouse is caught off guard with a divorce without reason. a party could not prepare themselves emotionally but also legally”. Moreover, a respondent suggested unfair advantages with such system such as “cannot object to the divorce”. Draghici (2023) suggests no-fault divorce is unfair as vulnerable spouses could be abandoned without reason. 
Theme 3 – Impact on family dynamics – Theme three relates to potential emotional and psychological consequences of no-fault divorce on family dynamics, with a specific concentration on children being the primary victim. For instance, 15.9% of respondents in question ten suggested children could experience distress or confusion as they may struggle to understand the reasoning behind no-fault divorce, “if a child is involved they will grow up in a broke home which will affect their mental health”. Morin (2022) suggests children can experience distress and anxiety within the first year of divorce.

Following the tenth question, question eleven intended to ask the participants of the contrary. 46 participants completed this question. 
On the contrary, what benefits would you expect with DDSA2020 and ‘no-fault’ divorce?

Theme 1 – The ease and pace of divorce process – 32.6% of respondents within question eleven suggested a great positive of the DDSA2020 would be the fact that a divorce process would be significantly shorter, “The process would be simple and fast”. Due to the process becoming shorter and simpler, some respondents suggested a party is less likely to experience as much emotional strain, compared to the previous divorce process, “Less stress due to a quicker process”. 
Theme 2 – Protection and empowerment of individuals – 30.4% of respondents suggested protection and empowerment of individuals with an emphasis on spouses who are in abusive relationship, “abusive marriages can end easier. Victims of abuse are protected since the DDSA2020 lacks the need of evidence and therefore prompts a divorce far quicker than what was provided by the Matrimonial Causes Act 1973 (Divorce, Dissolution, and Separation Act 2020, 2020)
Theme 3 – Improved well-being and relationship dynamics – Due to the broadness of responses within theme three. Approximately 25% of respondents suggested that relationship dynamics between both spouses and children, post-divorce, are greatly improved with DDSA2020. Some of which suggest family dynamics can improve as parties can reflect on their marriage without the need to prove fault, “without the need to blame. couples can allow the opportunity to reflect and resolve the problem”.

Question twelve intended on verifying the aims of objective one within the literature review. Out of 50 responses, all respondents suggested that the following measures are to be efficient ways in which children can be protected post-divorce. 
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Question thirteen was placed for individuals who believed that the measures stated within question twelve were not efficient. There was only one response “.”, which suggests human error or an accidental input. Such answer will not be considered but will be shown to prove that human error is possible within a study. 
[image: ]

Question fourteen was used to verify objective two within the literature review. Laube (2020) suggests child and finance related issues are contemporary issues of divorce in the 21st century. Question fourteen asked:
“Apart from child related issues. What other issues could a divorced person experience?”
Of the 48 responses submitted on Google Forms, 46 will be considered. 30.4% of respondents (14 respondents) suggested mental health related issues to be significant, with 6.5% (3 respondents) suggesting a prolonged exposure to mental health problems post-divorce could lead to substance abuse, “mental strain could lead to substance abuse”. According to Robinson et al (2018), of all people who have been diagnosed with a mental illness, that being depression or anxiety, 29% abuse alcohol or drugs. 10.9% of respondents (5 respondents) suggested social related issues with an emphasis on the difficulty of reconnecting with friends and family post-divorce, “Some people may develop fears of reconnecting with someone”. 2.2% of respondents (1 respondent) suggested that a person might worry about potential criminal activity post-divorce, “Stalking”. According to Meyer (2019), 34 out of 1,000 divorced individuals are victims of stalking. Lastly, 56.5% of all respondents suggest finance and asset related issues (26 respondents). It is essential, but also expected for finance related issues to be mostly mentioned due to Vegita (2023) suggesting child and finance issues are spouses’ main concern within a divorce.
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Question fifteen was used to capture the public’s general knowledge in areas surrounding divorce. 50 participants completed question fifteen. 70% of respondents (35 respondents) were aware of the term alimony, whereas 30% (15 respondents) were not. 
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To continue, question sixteen intended on asking the participants to choose one out of three statements that best fit their opinion and belief towards alimony. All statements were provided from the literature review, and the outcome of this question was to determine whether change is necessary regarding the alimony process. For instance, 16% of respondents (8 respondents) suggest alimony is not fair due to it being a subjective topic within a court and therefore, such 16% of respondents can be considered as wanting change. 
[image: ]

Question seventeen was used to verify research within the literature review. Cameron (2008) suggests divorce affects individuals mentally far more commonly than expected 88% of respondents (44 respondents) agree, whereas 12% of respondents (6 respondents) do not agree.
[image: ]

Lastly and same as question seventeen, question eighteen was used to ensure that research presented within the literature review is valid and reliable. Within question eighteen, both statements were presented within the literature review and 72% of respondents (36 respondents) believe to agree with both statements.
[image: ]
imagec.png
Are you aware of the new divorce law called Divorce, Dissolution, and Separation Act 2020
(DDSA2020) and what it presents?
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Are you aware of the term alimony or spousal maintenance?
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Did you know that before 2021, the law required ‘fault’ in a marriage to obtain a divorce?
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If yes, was the divorce a positive or negative experience
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CONTENT WARNING: As this survey is about divorce. Some questions might be sensitive in
answering. Do you consent to participate in this survey?
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Would you suggest that the following statements would be efficient in protecting and
ensuring a child’s well-being after a divorce?
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- A stable and safe environment
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