Shakira Peters
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ASSIGNMENT 1 – Presentation 

The author I am focusing on in this presentation is John Milton.The topic of my presentation is, An exploration of Milton’s ‘Doctrine and Discipline of Divorce' from the perspective of  gender equality, while showcasing Milton's ideas about human liberty and the freedom of the individual's conscience. 

According to (Brown, 2018), Gender equality, also called gender egalitarianism, sex equality, or sexual equality, condition of parity regardless of an individual’s gender. Gender equality addresses the tendency to ascribe, in various settings across societies, different roles and status to individuals on the basis of gender. Primarily, the term ‘gender equality’ is sometimes used to signify “universal equality irrespective of gender, sex or sexuality.”
Gender equality is exhibited in  Milton’s ‘Doctrine and Discipline of Divorce’, where as both women and men should be able to make their own choices. Being in control of your life and your own decisions that can essentially affect your life later is important to most persons because, some decisions can have either negative or positive effects on a persons lifestyle. 

Even though vows are made in marriage, there are a number of issues that can encourage an individual to seek a divorce. Whether or not a person decides to stay in a marriage, it should be their choice to make by right. They should be free to make this decision for themselves because anyone else’s opinion should not matter when making life changing decisions. This is where human liberty and the freedom of the individual conscience is distinguished. According to (Webster, 2021), Human Liberty or Individual Liberty is defined as those persons who are free from external restraint I the exercise of those rights which are considered to be outside the province of a government to control.According to (Webster, 2018), Oppression is defined as an unjust or cruel exercise of authority or power. Most customs, norms or rules stem from the bible – where Christians used the word of God to dictate how persons should behave and what is expected if them.

In (Milton, n.d), it is mentioned that “ For every one that of necessity separates, cannot live single that Christ deny’d divorce to his own, hinders not; for what is that to the unregenerate , who hath not attain’d such perfection. Let not the remedy be despis’d which was give’n to weakness. And when Christ saith, who marries the divorc’t commits adultery, it is to be understood if he had any plot in divorce.” This portion of the pros can be interpreted in the simple form that it is frowned upon in the bible to file for a divorce just as much as it is disfavoured for a divorced person to remarry. Stating that even though this person who is marrying the divorced person may not be the cause of the split between the two individuals, it was still identified as wrong. This section of the pros also shows the demands that were meant to be followed in past times. As mentioned previously, being divorced, then remarrying is frowned upon in the bible, and it can be perceived as oppression against persons and their freedom of choice. While Christians would view this as keeping in line with the word of God, others may see this as depriving persons of their free-will. 

To add to the Christian section of this piece, it was mentioned in (Milton, n.d), that the law and the gospel is filled with contradiction where there a phrases that can be explained in multiple ways with different interpretations which can be misleading to man. This mainly implies that even though the word in the bible is considered sacred, it can also be oppressing toward persons who are trying to break free of a joining. Concerning the reformation of the church, the laws of divorce may have changed because of the branching of churches – however, the base rules of divorce may have remained the same because even though there are different reformations of the church – they were all developed from Christianity so they will always have many similarities.

In (Milton, n.d), divorce was was justified biblically in the form of many. It was stated in the pros that “But marriage is more then human, the Covnant of God, Prov. 2. 17. Therefore man cannot dissolve it. I answer, if it be more then human so much the more it argues the chiefs society thereof to be in the soule rather then in the body, and the greatest breach thereof to be unfitnesses of mind rather then defect of body.” This merely states as mention before that the prejudice against divorce is higher than man and seen as disrespect for the vows made in sight of God. 

Regarding fairness, in this pros fairness was shown as well as it was not shown. This is seen where he was projecting to be both considerate and reasonable to both sides of the argument -  he may have been stemming from a point of being genuinely concerned for others and how certain rules affect may affect them. Divorce maybe have not been equally addressed for both men and women because even though it may seem fair, there was a moment of bias on the basis where he made it appear as though it was okay for men to request a divorce as opposed to a woman in any case. On the other hand, this can be described as selfishness – we  can see this showcased in the pros because it was noted in (Milton, n.d) that his wife left during the writing of this pros so this selfishness may have developed off his personal feelings towards his own intimate situation which can be classified as being biased. 

To conclude this presentation, it is shown in Milton’s pros ‘Doctrine and Discipline of Divorce’ the forms of prejudice where there was discrimination against marriage. It also defends the fairness of being able to request a divorce along with showing that persons should not be judged for making this choice.
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