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Hizb ut-Tahir (UK)
Daniel Annenberg


KEY POINTS
· International organisation with foothold in the UK
· Primacy of establishing a Islamic caliphate
· Overshadowed ideologically by ISIS in recent years
 







[bookmark: _Hlk534502860][bookmark: _Hlk534499817]Beginnings & Ideology“At sixteen I adopted an ideological world view that froze my sense of grievance and turned it instead into dogma. I then began recruiting heavily for Hizb ut-Tahrir. I bear my fair share of responsibility for promoting the notion of a theocratic caliphate.”

Maajid Nawaz (former HT member), Islam and the Future of Tolerance, 12.


Hizb ut-Tahrir UK (Party of Liberation) (HT) has its antecedents abroad. Founded in 1953 in the city of Jerusalem by the Palestinian academic Taqi al-Din al-Nabhani. In the aftermath of colonial rule and reacting to both the current trend of Arab nationalism and the ideological popularity of capitalism and communism,[footnoteRef:1] its’ founder wanted to: [1:  "Founding Statement of Hizb ut-Tahrir (2000)." Oxford Islamic Studies Online, http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/article/doc/ps-islam-0241 (accessed 25-Jan-2019).] 


resume the Islamic way of life…
where all of life’s affairs in society 
are administered by the sharīʿa.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Sadek Hamid, Sufis, Salafis And Islamists: The Contested Ground Of British Islamic Activism(London: I.B.Tauris, 2017), 66] 


HT reject democracy and claim to offer ‘viable alternative systems’ covering judicial, political, economic and social affairs.[footnoteRef:3] [footnoteRef:4] To this end, Nabhani envisioned the restoration of a united polity across the Muslim world brought about by the re-establishment of the caliphate.[footnoteRef:5] He outlined a three-stage approach to reach this goal: [3:  Anne Bekele and Patrick Sookhdeo, Fighting the Ideological War (Virginia: Isaac Publishing & Westminster Institute, 2013), 202]  [4:  Frank Peter and Rafael Ortega, Islamic Movements of Europe (London: I.B Tauris, 2014), 382]  [5:  Sadek Hamid, Sufis, Salafis And Islamists: The Contested Ground Of British Islamic Activism (London: I.B.Tauris, 2017), 66.] 


1. Culturing Stage: train a select group of individuals in the organisation’s methods
2. Interaction Stage: use the intellectual argument to generate mass appeal for the party’s ideology – particularly amongst those in academia and the military.
3. Revolutionary Stage: replace established governments with its overarching political, social and economic agenda.[footnoteRef:6]     [6:  Sadek Hamid, Sufis, Salafis And Islamists: The Contested Ground Of British Islamic Activism (London: I.B.Tauris, 2017), 73.] 

[image: ]
Hizb ut-Tahrir UK
Failing to make much headway with its objectives and finding itself a proscribed organisation in much of the Muslim world, a few its advocates fled to Europe. HT formed its first branch in the UK in 1986.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Houriya Ahmed and Hannah Stuart, Hizb Ut-Tahrir (London: Centre for Social Cohesion, 2009), 65.] 

Structure 
A clear hierarchical structure exists within HT. At the top an Ameer overseas all its activities. Below the Ameer is a committee who manage various tasks including oversight of regional specific groups.[footnoteRef:8] The next layer contains national leaders. They manage the local committees which meet across the country. The final layer is ‘study circles’ – the grassroots level of HT.[footnoteRef:9] [8:  Shahram Akbarzadeh, Routledge Handbook of Political Islam (Oxford: Routledge, 2012), 92]  [9:  Sadek Hamid, Sufis, Salafis And Islamists: The Contested Ground Of British Islamic Activism (London: I.B.Tauris, 2017), 73] 

Development
HT is distinct from other Islamist movements in its vision of Islam as an all-encompassing, self-sufficient political system built on rationalism.[footnoteRef:10] Observers have recognised four distinct phases in its historical development in Britain:[footnoteRef:11]                                                     [10:  Frank Peter and Rafael Ortega, Islamic Movements of Europe (London: I.B Tauris, 2014), 382]  [11:  Houriya Ahmed and Hannah Stuart, Hizb Ut-Tahrir (London: Centre for Social Cohesion, 2009), 65.] 


           HT March 2011, London (Photo: D Johnson)
Foundation (1986 – 1996): initially focussed on foreign nationals living in the UK who would return to countries where HT was banned. However, it soon established study circles to share its ideological thought. Later it started hosting regular public forums and producing a magazine. From 1993 its public profile raised significantly as it targeted students and its leader, Omar Bakri Muhammad, made a number of highly controversial and inflammatory public statements.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Sadek Hamid, Sufis, Salafis And Islamists: The Contested Ground Of British Islamic Activism (London: I.B.Tauris, 2017), 75] 

Retreat (1996 – 2001): the movement took the tactical decision to move its works underground. Omar Bakri was relieved of his duty’s for publicly calling for the establishment of a caliphate in the UK.[footnoteRef:13] Numbers dropped off with some joining his new organisation Al-Muhajirun.[footnoteRef:14] HT now focussed on producing a coherent strategy for political activism.[footnoteRef:15] [13:  Innes Bowen, Medina in Birmingham, Najaf In Brent (London: Hurst & Company, 2015), 68]  [14:  Frank Peter and Rafael Ortega, Islamic Movements of Europe (London: I.B Tauris, 2014), 382]  [15:  Houriya Ahmed and Hannah Stuart, Hizb Ut-Tahrir (London: Centre for Social Cohesion, 2009), 67] 

Post 9/11 (2001 – 2005): Used the ‘clash of civilisations’ narrative to bolster the view that Western governments wished to destroy the Muslim ummah and exploited their failure to stop terrorism as a sign of weakness in capitalism and democracy. Increased its activities with Muslim at a community level and became more visible with it outreach to non-Muslims.[footnoteRef:16] In 2003, the BBC reported that their conference in Birmingham attracted some 7000 people.[footnoteRef:17] [16:  Houriya Ahmed and Hannah Stuart, Hizb Ut-Tahrir (London: Centre for Social Cohesion, 2009), 67]  [17:  "BBC NEWS | England | London | Islamic Group Holds Protest March". 2003. News.Bbc.Co.Uk. Accessed January 25 2019. http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/london/4516566.stm.] 

Post 7/7 (2005 – present): In the shadow of the July 7 attacks on London the organisation came under severe scrutiny. Moreover, a few its former members went public with unflattering recollections of the working of HT.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Houriya Ahmed and Hannah Stuart, Hizb Ut-Tahrir (London: Centre for Social Cohesion, 2009), 67] 


Recruitment Targets
HT primarily tried to influence second generations British born Muslims between the ages of 16-22 who perceived themselves as being racially and economically disadvantaged. Unlike their parents, they had not fled poverty or tyranny and were more open to criticising Western values.[footnoteRef:19] They particularly targeted students who struggled to hold in tension their British and Muslim identities, teaching that faith had to be placed before nationality.[footnoteRef:20] [footnoteRef:21] At its peak, its network was established in over 50 British universities.[footnoteRef:22] [19:  Fauzia Ahmad and Mohammed Sidiq Seddon, Muslim Youth (London: Continuum, 2012), 33-34]  [20:  Sadek Hamid, Sufis, Salafis And Islamists: The Contested Ground Of British Islamic Activism (London: I.B.Tauris, 2017), 78]  [21:  Frank Peter and Rafael Ortega, Islamic Movements of Europe (London: I.B Tauris, 2014), 383]  [22:  Sadek Hamid, Sufis, Salafis And Islamists: The Contested Ground Of British Islamic Activism (London: I.B.Tauris, 2017), 81] 


The Appeal of Hizb ut-Tahrir
Knowledge Base – compared to other Islamic sects HT does not require adherents to learn Arabic or a study a wide array of primary and secondary Islamic sources. Rather it provides a discrete set of texts providing all its members need to know.[footnoteRef:23]  [23:  Fauzia Ahmad and Mohammed Sidiq Seddon, Muslim Youth (London: Continuum, 2012), 33] 

Alternative to local Imams – HT recognised that most British Imam’s came from outside the country and were ‘impotent’ to give meaningful guidance on complex political and social issues faced by second-generation Muslims.[footnoteRef:24] [24:  Philip Lewis, Young, British And Muslim (London: Continuum, 2011), 120 ] 

Social Needs – Membership provided several social functions. It acted as a buffer to anti-Muslim sentiment and prejudice. It provided an alternative ideological home that broke with the conventions of traditionalist views often held by their parents. [footnoteRef:25] [25:  Philip Lewis, Young, British And Muslim (London: Continuum, 2011), 138] 

Ideals – In recognising the dilemmas faced by young British Muslims HT connects these grievances to an ‘idealised past’ within their Islamic heritage and presents it as a realistic present reality.[footnoteRef:26] [26:  Sadek Hamid, Sufis, Salafis And Islamists: The Contested Ground Of British Islamic Activism (London: I.B.Tauris, 2017), 79.] 


Hizb ut-Tahrir Today
In response to calls for the organisation to be banned in the UK, HT sought a re-brand. Mindful they were perceived as secretive and extremist, they have intentionally softened their image. This has involved being more open about their activities, professionalising its media output, and placing its commitment to non-violent at the centre of its message.[footnoteRef:27]  [27:  Shahram Akbarzadeh, Routledge Handbook Of Political Islam (Oxford: Routledge, 2012), 98] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Its less radical front means it now tries to avoid the type of media confrontations that characterised its early years. This has meant less press media attention and fewer people hearing its message and joining its ranks. The stalling of its growth has also been fuelled by its failure to realise its goals.  Disillusionment has grown amongst its members over its inability to establish a caliphate or hold state power in any region. In the face of repression of Muslim peoples abroad, particularly during the Arab Spring, others accused HT of inaction. It's insistence in waiting for the establishment of a caliphate shown to be ideologically flawed in the face of present-day violations.[footnoteRef:28]  On top of this many of its initial followers have now grown-up. Away from the idealised views often held by students, they have instead turned to more moderate groups who offered more detailed answers to specific social problems facing Muslims in Britain.[footnoteRef:29] Moreover, the emergence of ‘Islamic State’ offered an alternative vision to young radicals that seemed, for some time at least, to be making measurable gains in both
territory and power. 


 [28:  Sadek Hamid, Sufis, Salafis And Islamists: The Contested Ground Of British Islamic Activism(London: I.B.Tauris, 2017), 84.]  [29:  Sadek Hamid, Sufis, Salafis And Islamists: The Contested Ground Of British Islamic Activism(London: I.B.Tauris, 2017), 84.] 
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