1.Note one or two books or authors who are important to you and why /have influenced you. How might they be important to the way you write your assessed piece?
 2.Why have you chosen to write in the particular genre you have. 

 3.Think about your chosen topic - what is it you want to show /say about it in particular? I know this can change! Don’t worry if you’re not quite sure yet (but see no 5 below)
4. Who are you writing for?

5.Write down any key images/emotions/actions which come to mind straight away when you think about your topic. 

Unpacking these can help you develop a sense of focus in the piece.

