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History and Civilisation of Traditional China (HPCH4001)
· 20000 BC – 2500 BC (e) - Findings suggest Neolithic man existed in China from around 20000 BC.
· 2500 BC (e) - The Yellow emperor Huang Di claims victory in a battle over the yellow river.
· 2100 BC (e) - China’s first dynasty The Xia is established by Yu the Great. They rule for about 500 years.
· 1600 BC - Cheng Tang overthrows the Xia and The Shang enters power as the second dynasty, their capital was based in modern day Anyang. Unlike the Xia the Shang’s existence can be confirmed by archaeological findings in the modern day.
· 1046 BC – Wu defeats King Zhou of the Shang in a fierce battle and the Zhou dynasty reigns in longer than any other in Chinese history. There were many turbulent times during this dynasty and the Zhou were forced to move east after about 300 years, given the latter period of their rule the title of the Eastern Zhou.
· 551 BC – In the state of Lu, Zhou the great philosopher Confucius was born, his teachings would become embedded into Chinese society.
· 221 BC – After a period known as the Warring States, China is united for the First time under Qin Shi Huang of the Qin Dynasty, Shi Huang Di would pass away only 11 years later.
· 206 BC – Just 4 years after the death of Qin Shi Huang the Qin would fall and be succeeded by the Han. The Han dynasty is regarded by most as a golden age of Chinese history, much was achieved during this period and the Han name is still given to the common ethic people of China as well as modern Chinese characters. 
· 9 – 23 AD – The Han would briefly be overthrown by Wang Mang who created the Xin dynasty, this was sort lived and after 14 years the Han retook the throne.
· 220 AD – The Han fall and China enters a period known as the Six Dynasties where disunity and instability was common. Buddhism is introduced to the country during this time.
· 581 AD – After centuries of separation China is unified briefly under the Sui dynasty 
· 618 AD – The Tang follows the Sui, this period like that of the Han dynasty is considered a golden age of cosmopolitan culture in China, its capital Chang’an in modern day Xi’an was believed to be the most populous city in the world at the time.
· 907 AD – After the collapse of the Tang dynasty china falls into another period of disunity, known this time as Five dynasties and Ten kingdoms, many local rulers claimed themselves as Kings and war occurred frequently.
· 960 AD – Emperor Taizu claims the throne and creates the Song. The first use of banknotes came during this time.
· 1279 AD – The Mongols under Kublai Khan conquer China and begin the Yuan Dynasty. This was the first time a foreign entity had resided over China.
· 1368 AD – The Yuan collapses and is followed by the Ming dynasty. Capitals are established in modern day Beijing and Nanjing.
· 1644 AD – The Qing become what was to be China’s final dynasty, they are a multi ethnic group from Manchuria and continue to build on the economic policies of the Ming while establishing much of China’s borders as we know them today.
· 1839 AD – The British defeat the Chinese in the first Opium war and take Hong Kong while also establishing many ports throughout south eastern China.
· 1911 AD – The dynastic system collapses and a republic is formed in China
· 1912 AD – The Song Jiaoren led KMT (Kuomintang/Nationalist party) win the parliamentary election and Song is assassinated shortly after. 
· 1927 AD – Chiang Kai-Shek (now KMT’s leader) kills many communists in Shanghai, the event caused huge communist backlashed which later triggered the Chinese civil war.
· 1931 AD – Japan seizes Manchuria and enstates former Qing leader Puyi as puppet leader.
· 1937 AD – World War II begins and the Japanese continue their assault through China, Nanking falls to the Japanese in December and a series of mass murders and rape occurs in the city.
· 1945 AD – With assistance from Allies, China emerges from WW2 and the KMT re-establish Nanking as the capital.
·  1949 AD – With a nation still reeling from war and the Chinese communist party winning both the military and propaganda battles the Kuomintang are force to flee to Taiwan. Mao Zedong leads the communists in creating the Peoples Republic of China
· 1949 – 1976 AD – Mao rules over China as the head of the CCP, his policies shape Chinese life and many see him as the saviour of the country. His social programs are believed to have resulted in the deaths of over 70 million of his own citizens, making him responsible for more deaths then anybody else in human history.
· 1976 AD – Mao dies after a series of health problems and Deng Xiaoping leads China through wide political and economic reform.
· 1989 AD – Chinese premier Li Peng and leader Deng declare martial law as a result of huge student led protests in Tiananmen Square, thousands of students and other protesters are killed as government troops and tanks fire upon civilians.
· 2018 AD – Now leader Xi Jinping removes presidential term limits which were put in place after Mao’s reign. 



       
