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e MICS (2025) findings show that girls’ attendance drops
sharply at secondary level, with the steepest decline among
poorer and girls who live in rural areas.

(UNICEF Bangladesh, 2025)

e Barriers include poverty, domestic labour, safety concerns, climate related disruptions and
marriage - 71% of female dropouts stated marriage as the reason for leaving school (BBS,

2023).

e Girls remain discriminated. Research highlights, harassment, poverty, marriage and childbirth
as the key social exclusion factors that prevent girls from completing their education

(Schurmann, 2009).
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e UNICEF works to address
and create safer, more inclusive learning
environments for girls (UNICEF Bangladesh, n.d.).

. that provide life-skills
training, tutoring/mentoring significantly reduce
child-marriage norms and keeping girls in
secondary school (Ainul et al., 2022).

. help families overcome

financial barriers to girls’ education (UNICEF, n.d.).
e Skills programmes help adolescent girls build

(UNICEF Bangladesh, n.d)

e UNICEF promotes that
address poverty, gender norms, and . (UNICEF Bangladesh, n.d.).
climate-related risks (UNICEF, 2024).



e UN( strategies support girls’ secondary education, but
\ USRS, - Studies show that Bangladeshi families favour and invest more in the boys
o ary education than for girls (World Economic Forum, 2021).

e Cash transfers and community programmes help reduce early marriage, yet
(UNICEF, n.d.; UNICEF Bangladesh, n.d.).

e Policy reforms aim to improve equity, but
due to uneven implementation (UNICEF, 2024).

e Skills and safety programmes strengthen girls’ confidence, but - Many

girls still face restrictions such as living in remote rural areas and poverty (UNICEF Bangladesh,
n.d.).

o , sShowing that gender inequality intersects with poverty, climate risk and
social expectations, requiring more targeted action (UNICEF, 2024).



UNICEF’s ‘All Means All Report’ highlights that action is needed to tackle the structural barriers,

which means not just improving access but ensuring girls can genuinely participate - e.g,
Tackling safety concerns on the way to school, locks on toilet doors, soap and water so they can

feel safe in school and complete their education.(UNICEF, 2024).

UNICEF’s current strategy aims to expand gender-responsive and
equity focused programmes. The entire focus is to address the

barriers faced by girls in Bangladesh (UNICEF, 2024).

UNICEF has created polices such as ‘Reimagining Girls' Education
Solutions’ to keep girls learning in emergencies. This provides safe learning spaces, emergency

cash support for families, community lessons or digital lessons at home and protection for girls
preventing early marriages so even in emergencies girls can continue learning (UNICEF, 2021).



- Increasing the ability for girls to remain in secondary
ation (UNICEF Bangladesh, 2025).

o - reducing the
financial pressures that affect girls’ schooling (UNICEF, 2024).

° - reducing the effect of unsafe
routes and climate related disruptions (UNICEF, 2024).

o - which will
support their confidence and long-term opportunities (UNICEF, 2024).

o - creating equal access to
education, increasing the retention of girls in secondary schools (UNICEF Bangladesh,
2025).



Ainul, S., Noor, F.R., Hossain, M.l., Ehsan, I., Manzur, M., Rob, U. and Amin, S. (2022) Keeping girls in schools to reduce child marriage in rural
Bangladesh: Endline assessment. Dhaka: Population Council. Available at: https://knowledgecommons.popcouncil.org/departments_sbsr-
pgy/1579/ (Accessed: 7 February 2026).

Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics. (2023). Applied Literacy Assessment Survey 2023. Available at:
http://203.112.218.101/storage/files/1/Publications/others/L AS%202023.pdf (Accessed: 2 February 2026).

Bangladesh Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) 2025: Preliminary findings. UNICEF. Available at:
https://www.unicef.org/bangladesh/en/media/12191/file/MICS%20Preliminary%20findings%202025.pdf.pdf (Accessed 3 February 2026).

Schurmann, A. (2009) Review of the Bangladesh Female Secondary School Stipend Project Using a Social Exclusion Framework. Journal of
Health, Population and Nutrition, 27(4), pp. 505-517. doi: 10.3329/jhpn.v27i4.3393.

United Nations General Assembly (1989) Convention on the Rights of the Child. Article 28. Available at: https://www.right-to-
education.org/resource/convention-rights-child (Accessed: 7 February 2026)

UNICEF. (2024). All In: Towards Tangible Solutions for Equity and Inclusion in Education. Available at:
https://www.unicef.org/media/159766/file/All%20in Towards%20tangible%20solutions%20for%20equity%20and%20inclusion%20in%20educ
ation.pdf.pdf (Accessed: 2 February 2026).

UNICEF Bangladesh. (n.d.). Education. Available at: https:/www.unicef.org/bangladesh/en/education (Accessed: 1 February 2026).

UNICEF. (n.d.). UNICEF, for every child. Available at: https://www.unicef.org (Accessed: 1 February 2026).


http://203.112.218.101/storage/files/1/Publications/others/LAS%202023.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/159766/file/All%20in_Towards%20tangible%20solutions%20for%20equity%20and%20inclusion%20in%20education.pdf.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/159766/file/All%20in_Towards%20tangible%20solutions%20for%20equity%20and%20inclusion%20in%20education.pdf.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/bangladesh/en/education
https://www.unicef.org/

UNICEF (2021) Reimagining Girls’ Education: Solutions to Keep Girls Learning in Emergencies. New York: UNICEF. Available at:
https://www.unicef.org/media/94201/file/Reimagining%20Girls%20Education%20Solutions%20t0%20Keep%20Girls%20Learning%20in%20E
mergencies%20.pdf (Accessed: 20 February 2026).

World Economic Forum (2021) How is Bangladesh closing the education gender gap? Available at:
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2021/07/bangladesh-girls-education-women-work-world-bank/ (Accessed: 7 February 2026)

Kelly Stead
2506126



