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Research techniques and references are incorporated into academic writing. These skills are fundamental to the art of academic discussion, ensuring that ideas are not only clearly communicated but also supported by trustworthy sources. But there are several obstacles in the academic world. Even advanced students struggle with the specifics of correct reference and efficient research, which can occasionally result in accidental academic errors.
This report seeks to fill that demand by offering an in-depth investigation of the field of research skills and emphasising the crucial part they play in academic performance. The report will also explore the complex world of citing, including topics like paraphrase, in-text citations, and the strict method of creating a references list while adhering to the famous Harvard citing Style.
[bookmark: _Toc148229603]Academic writing skills 

What are they?
The set of abilities necessary to produce clear, logical, proven, and organised content in the academic setting is referred to as academic writing skills. These abilities include not just sentence construction but also the capacity for knowledge creation, source analysis, and based on research argument creation.
How to develop academic writing skills
Feedback: ‘Feedback is personalized information based on direct observation crafted and delivered so receivers can use the information to achieve their best potential’ (Jug et al., 2019 p. 244) In academic writing, feedback is an essential tool for improving a writer's skill. It offers clarification, positive recommendations, and error prevention. It promotes reflection, critical thinking, and consistency in tone, structure, and style.
Academic conversations: Participating exposes individuals to a variety of viewpoints, argumentative structures, and specialised terminology, all of which improve academic writing. It improves the development of arguments supported by evidence and critical thinking, absorbs knowledge fast, encourages effective communication, and improves writing ability.
Knowing Your Audience: Knowing the target audience for your writing allows you to adjust the content appropriately. The audience determines the tone and depth of the information, be it peers, researchers, or the general public.
Importance
Academic writing is an essential tool for spreading knowledge because it makes complicated concepts easier to communicate in an organised and understandable manner. It serves as the foundation for scholarly communication, allowing professionals, academics, and researchers to share knowledge, criticise theories, and expand upon it. The systematic style of academic writing, with its emphasis on arguments supported by evidence, not only builds credibility but also strengthens analytical and critical thinking skills. Each piece of writing is evidence of demanding mental activities.
‘Students are expected to engage with topics, examine various facets and viewpoints and progressively develop a stance.’ (Mallia 2017, p. 5) Essays, reports, and group projects are common assignments for undergraduate students. Grades can be impacted by an assignment that is well-researched and written coherently. It displays the students' comprehension of the material as well as their capacity for critical analysis and effective communication of their conclusions.
Students' grades and academic paths are shaped by their academic writing abilities, which are vital in the academic environment. They give students the tools they need for research, advanced coursework, and a variety of professional responsibilities. Clarity and efficient communication are vital in every field, and academic writing provokes research, thinking, and communication skills.
Scholars and researchers strive to publish their work in respectable publications. The calibre of academic writing has a major role in whether or not a research article is accepted. Clear, succinct, and well-structured papers have a better chance of getting published and gaining the author attention from other academics.
Students may confidently engage in intellectual conversations when they use referencing. They can dispute others, support particular academics, or even offer new insights by contrasting various sources.
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What is it?
In the academic world, referencing suggests a systematic process of giving credit where credit is due to the original authors of information used in research, which means that the authors are properly acknowledged while also giving readers a path to investigate and verify the sources they have used. By creating a clear connection between the content that is provided and its original source, this procedure is essential to maintaining the authenticity and integrity of any research project. By using direct quotations or paraphrases, citations help readers find the original sources and acknowledge the contributions made by outside sources. The crucial function of referencing lies in identifying the initial source of concepts and equipping readers with the means to verify the author's claims elsewhere.
How is it done
Academic writing uses particular referencing strategies to prevent plagiarism, which is the unethical use of another person's words or ideas without giving credit. The fundamental component of an in-text citation is a brief notation that is included into the text itself and usually consists of the author's last name and the year of publication. This citation points readers towards a thorough entry in a reference list, providing them with a convenient point of reference. Different fields of study use different referencing standards, and formats such as Harvard that have special formatting requirements. Following this style consistently guarantees consistency and clarity in the presentation of sourced material, making it easy for readers to locate and verify the work's primary references.

Importance to students in higher education
Referencing is crucial for college students because it is a fundamental component of academic integrity and not just a formality. It keeps students from plagiarising, which is a serious offence that might endanger their academic reputation. Furthermore, using proper citations demonstrates a student's mastery of research and gives their work legitimacy, which strengthens the argument. By interacting with diverse sources, students are effectively contributing to wider scholarly discussions, expanding upon their prior understanding, and creating avenues for additional investigation. In addition, they familiarise themselves with the norms of their field of study by following discipline-specific citation guidelines, which prepares them for future academic or job pursuits.
General Importance
Referencing is an essential component of academic and professional writing, serving several vital functions. First and foremost, it gives credit where credit is due for the original writers' efforts and insights by acknowledging their intellectual efforts. Since claims can be linked to reliable sources, this acknowledgment improves the writer's reputation and reliability reassures readers of the work's truthfulness. Referencing goes beyond simple recognition to prevent plagiarism by clearly defining the boundaries between original work and borrowed ideas. A well-curated reference list serves as a lighthouse for researchers, directing them towards additional in-depth study in the topic. Moreover, it facilitates well-informed and comprehensive conversations, enabling readers to delve deeper into subjects. In addition to being a simple academic formality, this practise supports the highest standards and integrity of the academic and professional domains by demonstrating the writer's extensive involvement and careful consideration of the subject matter.
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The importance of research and referencing abilities in academic and professional writing cannot be stressed. As was mentioned, academic writing emphasises arguments backed up by evidence and provides an organised way to convey complicated concepts clearly and coherently. These abilities are gradually and continuously developed, frequently refined by regular practise, constructive criticism, and participation in scholarly discourse. The key component of this process is reference, which is a technique that guarantees credibility, protects intellectual property, and creates an open path to the original sources. In addition to serving as a barrier to plagiarism, citing shows that a writer is dedicated to conducting in-depth study, promotes educated debates, and opens up new avenues for scholarly investigation.
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