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The following report's objective is to provide assistance to an off-the-beaten-path tourism destination that has included environmentally responsible practices in order to make a positive contribution toward solving the problems posed by global pollution as customers are more likely to choose a venue that is environmentally friendly over one that does not correspond to current trends; as a result, there is a possibility that it could serve as an example for others. In addition, the hotel industry is becoming increasingly open to environmentally conscious practices such as recycling and composting and there will also be consideration given to the following three pillars of sustainability: the economic, the socio-cultural, and the environmental, with evidence drawn from a variety of articles related to the hospitality and tourism industries, as well as the ability to provide direct examples and evidence of in-depth research on the subject. In order to conduct an appropriate analysis and place appropriate emphasis on the principles of sustainable tourism, we will be taking into consideration the three main pillars of sustainability, which are economic, socio-cultural, and environmental and the way in which a location interacts with its tourists or visitors can provide some insight into the different kinds of tourists as well as the total number of tourists that visit that location. Doxey's Irridex model will also be included and analyzed in order to gain a better understanding of how The Turks and Caicos as a destination have gone through various phases with a focus on sustainability. This will be done to provide a better understanding of how these phases have affected the destination's overall quality and the purpose of the life cycle model developed by Butler is to demonstrate the six different stages of the growth of tourism. This study will ultimately serve as the basis for a suggestion regarding how measurements of sustainability in The Turks and Caicos should be improved.

[bookmark: _Toc121136333]Sustainable Tourism
The term "sustainable tourism" refers to businesses and organizations in the tourism industry that practice activities that are good for the environment while the goal is to have the fewest potential unfavorable effects while simultaneously increasing the number of positive results. Tourism that takes into full consideration the existing and future economic, social, and environmental ramifications of tourism, as well as the requirements of visitors, the tourism industry, the environment, and the communities that host tourists, so in addition, it should be noted that the term "sustainable tourism" refers to the environmental, economic, and socio-cultural aspects of the development of tourism, and that in order to ensure the long-term viability of sustainable tourism, an appropriate balance between these three dimensions must be established. (Revfine, 2022)
 The Turks and Caicos Islands are routinely recognized as one of the top tropical vacation destinations and one of the greatest locations to visit in the Caribbean and Grace Bay Beach is regarded as the best beach in the world, and our archipelago contains some of the world's most gorgeous blue waters and pristine marine habitats.  Grace Bay Beach and the island of Providenciales attracts by far the highest number of people and has the most renown worldwide, but our smaller, less crowded islands conceal some stunning beaches and attraction while Conch Bar Caves is one of the Caribbean's largest dry cave systems. It is situated on the islands of North Caicos and Middle Caicos, which are united by a causeway and both islands include uninhabited beaches in addition to other natural attractions. (Eric Hotels, 2022)

 A day trip to any of these two beautiful islands is a frequent pastime for Providenciales visitors while Cockburn Town, which is located on Grand Turk and is the capital of the Turks and Caicos Islands, was formerly the epicenter of most activity. The island is now renowned for both its gorgeous beaches and its rich historical sites such as Grand Turk's port which is the only one in the country that can accommodate cruise ships. (Environment Systems, 2020)

[bookmark: _Toc121136334]Sustainability in Turks and Caicos
Priority designation for high-end, low-impact tourism has been useful in reducing the effects of rapid expansion and maintaining the delicate balance between commercial and environmental interests in the tourism industry although there have been gradual increases in height restrictions along Grace Bay, most resorts cannot surpass five stories, the new Ritz-Carlton, at 12 stories, may challenge the status quo. The majority of resorts have their own environmental preservation initiatives while the West Bay Club has its own waste treatment system and recycles gray water, which is the water remaining after dishwashing, showering, and using the dishwasher. (Forbes, 2021)

It is of the utmost importance to ensure the survival of the country's most essential and valuable natural resource, which includes the magnificent coral reef system and even though the reef system's integrity is still challenged by the effects of climate change and recent big hurricanes, as well as a rapidly spreading bacterial illness, the reef system is currently in a healthy position. Because East Caicos has not been developed on land, the waterways surrounding it are exceptionally clean.  As a direct result of the formation of a national marine park that spans the whole Grace Bay region, ecotourism has flourished in this region and within the protected Princess Alexandra National Park's 2,630-hectare limits, neither commercial nor recreational fishing is permitted as well as Jet-skiing is not permitted here, and hopefully never will be. On and around the bulk of the Turks and Caicos Islands, marine national parks have been sculpted out of the ocean's surface. (Eaton, 2021)

On these islands, there has never been enough fresh water, which has always been a problem; nonetheless, the increasing number of tourists has not made this problem more difficult to manage but more reverse osmosis facilities have been developed on Provo, Grand Turk, and at the brand-new Sail rock Resort in South Caicos to tackle the threat of future water shortages.  However, a significant amount of carbon is produced every day as a result of the daily air importation of fresh food required to satisfy the demands of the tourist population, and 90 percent of the food consumed on the island is expected to be imported from the United States, Haiti, or the Dominican Republic, resulting in a substantial annual cost: According to the Turks and Caicos Free Press, the cost of food imports in fiscal year 2008-2009 was approximately $63 million. (Investment Monitor, 2022)
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Exploration
Even though the days when Lucayans fished and sailed the turquoise waters of Turks and Caicos have given way to commercial fishing, off-shore financial services, and live-aboard dive boat operators, their gentle demeanor and love of nature can still be felt almost 1200 years after their first appearance. The Turks and Caicos Islands are swiftly acquiring a reputation as a key location for international investment among offshore investors and due to their "zero tax" status, the islands impose no taxes on personal income, capital gains, corporate earnings, inheritance, or estates. (TC Villas, 2020)

Involvement 
The beginning of the contemporary tourism industry can be dated back to the 1980s, when Club Med Turquoise, the first major resort in the country, opened its doors to guests while the location's proximity to the United States, combined with the relative peace and quiet that comes with being a British Overseas Territory, has been beneficial to the tourism industry. (Traveling Contessa, 2021)

Development
The opening of a cruise port on Grand Turk in 2006 was largely responsible for the dramatic increase in the number of tourists who traveled to the country during that year. Tourism is promoted through various means, including direct marketing by large resort chains, government incentives to individual businesses, and organizations such as Visit Turks and Caicos Islands while InterCaribbean Airways, formerly known as Air Turks and Caicos, is an important source of regional visitor traffic because no other regional airlift is available. (Janis, 2015)

Consolidation 
The 2015-completed expansion of the Providenciales International Airport was undertaken to increase the number of transatlantic flights landing on the islands. To maintain the environment while nurturing a tourism product that integrates smoothly with the natural landscape, the distinctive qualities of each island and cay are analyzed to diversify the tourism product and this is done to strategically leverage the identified features to diversify the tourism product. (Big Blue Collective, 2020)

Stagnation 
According to Official-esta.com, a company that provides visa-related services, Turks and Caicos experienced the highest percentage of GDP loss as a direct result of Covid-19's financial impact on global tourism as the country's revenues have decreased by $94 million, or 9.2% of its GDP. This country is one of five Caribbean nations to rank among the top ten. (Weissmann, 2021)

Decline or Rejuvenation
As a result of the widespread coronavirus pandemic, Turks and Caicos Islands (TCI) have been closed to foreign visitors for several months but however, as of today, the islands are reopening to the public. Despite a recent increase in the number of Covid-19 cases, many locals are satisfied with the decision. Providenciales Airport, commonly known as Provo Airport, will restart operations under strict conditions, including the necessity that all passengers submit a negative Covid-19 test within five days of arrival. Providenciales is the third largest island in the Turks and Caicos Islands and a significant tourist hub. (World Data, 2022)
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Euphoria
In Turks and Caicos, there is always a beautiful water sport to enjoy, and acquiring a new skill is easy because the islands draw enthusiastic instructors from around the world as the gorgeous aquatic environment of Turks & Caicos makes it simple to acquire a new skill. Many of today's most popular water sports and activities are simple to master, including paddle sports, parasailing, snorkeling, and jet skiing while others, such as kiteboarding and surfing, are somewhat more challenging, but are widely followed as vocations because they are so enjoyable. (Newdesk, 2022)

Apathy
According to the statistics provided by the tourism board for the Turks and Caicos Islands, the destination received 122,289 guests during the last three months of 2021 and the Turks and Caicos Islands are comprised of forty distinct cays and smaller islands that do not have any permanent residents. When compared to the same time in 2019, this constitutes a 4.9% rise in sales. (Nelson, 2022)

Annoyance 
Even though an increase in the number of cases is possible, the islands cannot remain quarantined indefinitely but furthermore, the majority of the population has become quite skilled at concealing their identities and keeping a social distance from one another. However, some people in the area are worried about reopening the country to visitors from other countries at this time because they believe there will be an increase in the number of people infected with the coronavirus. (Gov.tc, 2022)

Antagonism
The crime rates in the Turks and Caicos Islands are equivalent to those found in major cities in the United States and Canada, such as New York and Miami so, because of this, the Turks and Caicos Islands are considered to be one of the safest nations in the Caribbean. However, when competing with countries like Jamaica and the Bahamas, which both have significant crime problems, a reputation for being one of the safest countries in the TIC. (Morrow, 2020)

Providenciales, the largest and most populous island in the Turks and Caicos Islands, is also home to the vast majority of illegal activities. (Fly&Sea, 2021)

In Turks and Caicos, there is no doubt that there are instances of criminal activity directed toward tourists while in 2014, the nation was visited by 1,407,313 foreign guests who were on vacation. Most of these visitors 971,838, were cruise ship passengers, who typically spend no more than a day and a half on Grand Turk, so the crime rate for cruise ship passengers on Grand Turk, both in terms of physical assault and damage to property, is incredibly low. (TIC Tourism, 2022)

The nearly overwhelming majority of Providenciales' 435,475 annual visitors who are not on cruises spend multiple nights on the island and the information that is provided here is relevant in general to visitors who will be staying on Providenciales for at least one night. (Plusroi, 2015)

In spite of the fact that armed break-ins at rental villas are relatively rare, this type of criminal activity is by far the most concerning while the most educated guesses indicate that incidents of this kind of villa invasion take place on Providenciales anywhere from zero to four times every single year. If you choose to stay in a hotel or resort, you will significantly reduce your exposure to this risk as the presence of security guards or neighborhood patrols can lower the risk of criminal activity in some villas, this is especially true in gated communities. (Visit Turks and Caicos, 2021)
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All in all, Turks and Caicos is a destination that sustains sustainability tourism and welcome the travelers with high ended services. The pleasant environment is actively contributing to the major development possibilities of the Turks and Caicos Islands. 
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