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Introduction and Research Aim
This methodology poster presents the research design, search strategy, and data validation methods used to study Mpox. It outlines the systematic approach to sourcing and analysing data from reputable health organisations such as the WHO, CDC, and UKHSA, alongside peer-reviewed literature. The poster highlights key ethical considerations in researching sensitive health issues, ensuring transparency and reliability in data interpretation. By maintaining methodological precision and ethical integrity, this study aims to provide a structured framework for understanding Mpox outbreaks and their public health implications.
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Search Strategy
A search strategy in secondary research is a systematic approach to locating relevant sources by combining keywords, phrases, and filters (Booth, Sutton, & Papaioannou, 2016).
[bookmark: _Int_nbxNXrEM]For this Mpox dissertation, key topics such as “Mpox,” “transmission,” and “public health response” were identified. Boolean operators (AND, OR) were used to refine searches. Information was sourced from trusted organisations like the WHO, CDC, and UKHSA, ensuring the data was current and reliable. This strategy enabled efficient gathering of relevant information (Coughlan & Cronin, 2021).
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A structured approach was used to gather credible and relevant information. Trusted organisations such as WHO, CDC, and UKHSA provided up-to-date public health data on Mpox outbreaks. Peer-reviewed journals were accessed through PubMed, Google Scholar, and the UWTSD library to ensure reliability. Specific keywords and Boolean operators were used to refine searches, including: Mpox outbreaks” AND “public health response, "Zoonotic diseases” OR “emerging infectious diseases” Sources were assessed for credibility, relevance, and reliability, ensuring a strong evidence base for the research. (ESRC, 2021).

	Mpox: Visualising the Methodological Process
[bookmark: _Int_Oz0BTp92][image: ]The above infographic provides a visual diagram demonstrating the timeline of Mpox from its conception, this intends to aid establishing the public health response to the epidemic and how this has informed current literature (WHO, 2023).

	Research Validation and Analysis
To ensure the credibility and reliability of secondary research, I validated sources by selecting data from trusted organisations such as the WHO, CDC, and UKHSA, as well as peer-reviewed literature. These sources were assessed for accuracy, relevance, and publication recency to maintain high research standards. By using established databases and organisational websites, I ensured that the data collected was from reputable and authoritative sources. However, limitations exist. Some secondary data may be outdated due to emerging new findings, and publication bias may affect the availability of studies with negative or inconclusive results. Additionally, interpreting data can be challenging if sources lack sufficient context or detail. For analysis, I systematically examined the collected data to identify recurring themes, patterns, and trends. Key themes, such as the public health response to Mpox outbreaks and its impact on different populations, were identified from the literature. These themes will be explored further in Chapter 4 (Findings) to provide deeper insights into the implications of the research. (UK Data Services, nd).

	[image: ] Inclusion Criteria
· published within the last ten years.
· Articles in the English language.
· Research focusing on public health responses and epidemiology of Mpox.
· Data from trusted organisations (WHO, CDC, UKHSA) and peer-reviewed journal
	[image: ]  Exclusion Criteria
· Sources older than 10 years, unless foundational.
· Studies outside the UK for UK-focused analysis.
· Inaccessible articles (missing key information).
· Non-peer-reviewed sources (e.g., blogs, general news).
· Sources not directly related to Mpox transmission, control, or public health response.
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Ethical Considerations This study exclusively uses secondary data from publicly available and reputable sources, such as the WHO, CDC, and UKHSA, ensuring credibility and reliability. No human participants were involved, eliminating concerns related to informed consent or confidentiality. To maintain academic integrity, all sources were properly cited, and data was accurately represented without misinterpretation. Efforts were made to minimize bias by selecting diverse, peer-reviewed literature and cross-referencing multiple sources. By adhering to these ethical principles, the research upholds transparency, accuracy, and integrity in analysing Mpox epidemiology and public health responses.  All sources were properly cited and acknowledged, with direct quotations, ideas, and data appropriately referenced to uphold academic integrity and prevent plagiarism (WHO, 2023; CDC, 2023; UKHSA, 2023).                   
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