Feeling the Heat – Is Climate Change the main cause of the migration crisis in the Sahel region? 
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The World Economic Forum is a not-for-profit organisation that aims to bring together leaders of society from both the public and private sectors in order to work towards positive global change. In this source, various issues facing the Sahel region are discussed, including climate change and violence, with Cabrera and Muggah including both qualitative and quantitative data in their work. 
There are two slight limitations to this source. Firstly, some of the figures will have changed as the situation has evolved since January 2019 and therefore some newer statistics will need to be found. Also, despite climate change being discussed in this source, the section regarding how livelihoods can be improved makes little-to-no mention of tackling climate change, instead focussing on tackling other issues such as unemployment and violence. This suggests that Cabrera and Muggah do not classify climate change as the main root of the problem. However, I believe that due to the detailed information regarding the multi-faceted nature of the crisis, it is still an important source, and will act as supporting evidence in my research paper, especially when answering question 1 – ‘What are the main causes of the current crisis?’.
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The Climate Centre is an organisation that works with the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement to help reduce the impact that climate change has on civilians in the worst affected areas. This article was published in the tail-end of 2018 and its title “Sahel region one of the most vulnerable to climate change” is part of a quote by the UN’s Special Adviser on the Sahel – Ibrahim Thiaw. Despite only being a relatively short article, it clearly outlines the drastic impact that climate change is having on the region, noting that the Sahel is “one of the most environmentally degraded regions in the world, with temperature increases there projected to be 1.5 times higher than the global average”. 
As climate change and violence are the two greatest factors causing this current crisis, in my research paper I plan to analyse the link between them, and how they are not simply two separate factors but are instead intertwined, as: 
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This source supports my argument, featuring a quote from Ahmed Aziz Diallo who was Mayor of Dori city in North-East Burkina Faso, “because the youth that commit terrorist acts are often enrolled to do so not so much by religious conviction but due to a lack of opportunities”. The information aforementioned makes this source relevant and important, but the inclusion of this quote deems this source vital to my research as there are very few examples of published literature showing investigation of this relationship, especially in relation to the current crisis.

· Idrissa, R. 2017. The Politics of Islam in the Sahel: Between Persuasion and Violence. Oxon and New York: Routledge.
In my research proposal, I stated that terrorism is an increasing problem in the Sahel region, and is one of the factors leading to mass migration. Despite my research paper’s overall focus being on the role of climate change as a causative factor in this current crisis, further understanding of terrorism from Islamic groups is still necessary, and this book is therefore essential to my work. Rahmane Idrissa is a political scientist at the African Studies Centre in Leiden University, specialising in political Islam and radicalisation in the Sahel. He has included specific chapters discussing the religious politics of individual countries, including 3 of the most currently affected countries in this crisis – Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger. Despite not explicitly discussing the violence caused by terrorism in the Sahel, I believe that increasing my understanding of the history and development of radical Islam in the region is important as it will enable me to discuss in greater details the reasons how and why terrorism has become such a major factor in the current crisis.
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Refugees International is a respected charity that works to provide lifesaving assistance to those who have been displaced as a result of war, conflict and climatic events. Not simply an advocate on behalf of these people, the charity also conducts many field missions each year to help provide displaced people with basic essentials such as food, water and shelter. This particular article focusses on Burkina Faso – one of the countries most affected by the current crisis, and discusses at length the political history that has led to this moment, as well as the level of ongoing violence within the country. 
Focussing on Burkina Faso does limit the source’s use, as my research paper will discuss issues within the entire Sahel region. However, the impressively comprehensive nature of this article means that I will be able to incorporate some of the information in my work, in particular when discussing how the region’s politics and the porous nature of borders has resulted in the crisis spreading, for example – “The 2014 ousting of former President Blaise Compaoré created a power vacuum that allowed armed groups from Mali to enter Burkina Faso”.
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The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is responsible for uniting humanitarian actors and ensuring that they provide a swift and direct response to global emergencies. Their agenda is to invest in humanity and to help reduce the number of people suffering as a result of humanitarian crises. This webpage provides relevant and up-to-date quantitative data regarding the current number of internally displaced people and refugees, statistics regarding the number of state facilities such as schools and medical centres that have been forced to close due to violence within the region, and figures demonstrating the sheer volume of people facing critical food insecurity in the affected Sahel region in 2020. I will use this information in my research paper to highlight the extent of migration in the region and the number of people affected by the crisis.
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Victoria van der Land is a climate change and migration expert who has worked extensively in West Africa researching climate change and its effects in countries such as Benin, Chad, Mali and Senegal. Her 2017 publication – ‘Migration and Environmental Change in the West African Sahel’ will be a vital source for my own research paper as the information will be used to help gain a deeper understanding of the pressures facing the region as a result of climate change, and how these interlink with the other contributory factors causing the current crisis. This book includes chapters such as “The role of environmental factors in shaping migration” and “Theoretical perspectives on environment-migration research”, as well as discussion of the motives of migrants in the region and how migration can be a consequence of development. Having been published in 2018, her research is still relevant, and this, coupled with her particular focus on the Sahel region, makes this book an essential source of information for my research paper.

