Research Methodology
Introduction
The review of the literature available has shown that ANPR can be very beneficial to police officers in many ways however there are flaws to the system. Research has shown that ANPR can be and is being used effectively by some police forces in the UK to locate and track vehicles. Some police forces, such as Northamptonshire, have heavily invested in the system to combat vehicle crime in their area; this has however come at a cost of £1.3 billion (ANPR Cameras, 2022). 
Blaxter, Hughes and Tight (2010) shows research as a spiral effect whereby your thought process is always changing; you evaluate and analyse all of your data which is constantly reviewed and re-assessed. This cycle is shown as the “The Research Spiral”, as shown below:
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This cycle assists in the planning and execution of the research methods used throughout this essay however there are limitations. The methods in conducting research will be outlined and conducted, this data will then be analysed and summarised to gather findings. The essay will be limited due to time scales and this being a short-term study however, it will allow the process to be replicated in future if necessary. 
Aims and Objectives
This chapter is aiming to assist in answering the aims of this research:
-Are ANPR cameras effective in assisting the police in conducting a strategic approach to apprehending and locating vehicles?
-Would more ANPR cameras benefit police intelligence gathering allowing appropriate resources to be used effectively?
by obtaining information from serving police officers within Gwent Police. 
The aim is to establish how police officers perceive ANPR use and if they use it regularly and how it is used to assist them in their roles. It will also assist in gathering their views on how ANPR could be used more effectively and efficiently and if they feel more cameras across their force and nationwide would assist them further. 
A series of questions have been set out to ask during an interview setting to establish police officers’ views on ANPR cameras and collect relevant data to assist in answering the research questions. The questions will be aiming to obtain their views on how beneficial they believe the system is, how it has benefited them in their work and how they feel that the system or use of it, could be improved to offer further support to police officers. The same set of questions will be used throughout each interview to ensure that the same topic areas are covered initially; although the answers given by the participants may lead to further spontaneous questioning which influence how the interview is conducted (Knox and Burkard, 2009). 
There are limitations to these aims as conducting interviews can be time consuming and not allow a wide range of them to take place. As Alsaawi (2014) states, a “random approach” is very difficult in this type of research as you will be looking to select who you interview to ensure you have effective and relevant results within the limited number of personnel being interviewed. Another limitation will be time and the results will only be from a singular police force as opposed to the research being conducted in forces across the UK. 
Study Setting and Participants
Gwent Police is set-in South-East Wales and is one of four police forces in wales. There are five local areas in Gwent police set over 600 square miles (Blaenau Gwent, Caerphilly, Torfaen, Monmouthshire and Newport) (Gwent Police, 2022)
The interviews will be conducted with serving police officers from Gwent Police from a variety of different roles. The aim is to interview between 4-8 police officers from varying roles to see how they use ANPR and how effective it is for them. The roles in which the police officers will be working will vary from response officers, specialist roads police officers, neighbourhood teams and those working within intelligence roles. 
By interviewing police officers, it allows more open questions to be asked. Participants will be able to expand on their answers as opposed to a yes or no questionnaire. Although the results will be from less participants, the answers will be more detailed to allow a more thorough research into the thoughts of officers on how the technology is currently being implemented. 
A benefit of using this research method is that it allows the participant(s) to provide the researcher with reasonings and it allows discussions for the benefits and disadvantages of the topic area (Knox and Burkard, 2009).
The results of this research could then allow further research into the benefits of ANPR use for a variety of roles within policing. This would assist in different police forces being able to assess their use of ANPR to research if it is beneficial for them to invest further in this area. 
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