
In this block I had the module Understanding Democracy. The course mainly focused on American history, the discovery, and the founding fathers, and how democracy developed from the defining figures of America’s political past.
One of the assignments was to choose a primary source document from the US government, such as the declaration of independence, and write a 1000-word analysis of the document. For this assignment, I chose the emancipation proclamation, a presidential proclamation and executive order written and issued by the 16th president of the united states, Abraham Lincoln, during the American civil war, officially ordering that all slaves in rebel territory be freed, put into effect on January 1st, 1863.
For this assignment I mainly used primary sources, such as the actual emancipation proclamation document, having found a pdf of a reformatted version online, which made this research much easier as the original document was handwritten, making it quite difficult to read. However, I found a pdf version online where it has the exact same words as the original, in an easy to read font.
My research into this document, President Lincoln, and the surrounding political environment at that time, brought up a lot of quite interesting things that I did not know previously. This topic I not one I would usually investigate in my discipline, making it a bit difficult to hold up an interest, yet a thorough look uncovered some information and even researching strategies that I may use in the future. 
Looking through the emancipation proclamation, I noticed the way in which it was written looked like it came from a place of strategy, more than a place of empathy for his fellow man. I noticed that when I looked past the words and into the context, there was a lot more meaning. This is an important part of research into any topic, and I must remember in the future, during my research, that I must also research through context and environment as well.
This specific assignment was not  something that I would usually look into, making me research something out of my comfort zone. Using motivation and perseverance, I was able to gain an interest in the topic. This can be a strategy I use in the future.
