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Introduction
On the 6th February 2018, the UWTSD Carmarthen school of Business Management conducted a field visit to the historic Welsh mining town of Blaenavon. With intent to form a regeneration plan, a report was necessary to capture and articulate the information the field visit provided us with. The following consists of my experience during the field trip and the report presented is an account of what I have learnt about Blaenavon, it’s people and its contribution to industry throughout the 20th and 21st century. 
Blaenavon: The Location
 [image: ../Pictures/blaenavon/Assignment/IMG_20180315_213116.jpg]
Figure 1: Map of Blaenavon Heritage Town

Nestled in the green, windswept valleys of South East Wales, Blaenavon is a small town, north of the City of Newport and situated closely to its mining neighbour to the west, Merthyr Tydfil. On the border of the Brecon Beacons National Park, it could be described as a scene of harsh remoteness and is encumbered with an eerie barrenness. What separates Blaenavon from the peaceful tranquility of the rest of Wales’ natural beauty is that the scars it bears are unnatural, and signs of man’s impact on the landscape are rife among the jagged hill faces and were witnessed in abundance on the bus journey there.
[image: wales map]
Figure 2: Blaenavon on the map

Blaenavon Iron Works
The first sight we arrived at was the Iron Works. Our guide for the day, Ruth informed us that the ironworks was built in 1779 by entrepreneurs Hill, Hopkins & Pratt, it was an innovative construction utilizing key industrial revolution technologies (R. Taylor-Davies, 2018). Blaenavon’s iron lined the hulls of the mighty British Royal and Merchant Navies, stood resilient as the fences protecting the nation’s assets, and soared searing down the barrels of Britain’s colonial rifles. It now lies dormant, although, the historical significance summons a reverberation of the past. Phantom white heat flowing through the troughs, the sound of metals clashing, grinding as goods ascend the lift shaft, reminiscent to an Aztec temple regally towering over the dainty white cottages dotting the forge’s courtyard. A stark reminder of the monumental industry that once habited this town. It was the first multi-furnace ironworks in Wales, which grew to a total of 5 furnaces during the period between 1805-1810, producing a staggering 14,220 tonnes of pig iron (Blaenavon Company LTD Records, 2018). The Iron works was also home to the revolutionary process in which Sidney Gilchrist removed phosphor from Iron to make better steel. This was indeed a double-edged sword as this process was emulated by other nations and increased the efficiency of their production, rendering their steel cheaper and as reputable as Blaenavon’s (R. Taylor-Davies, 2018).  It was interesting to note although visiting out of season, we appeared to be the only people at the site of the Iron works. [image: ../Pictures/blaenavon/Assignment/IMG_20180206_111621.jpg]
Figure 3: The Ironworks
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Figure 4: Sketch of the Ironworks

Blaenavon Workmen’s Hall 
The theme of remoteness sustaining, with very few people around. The scarce number of people walking the high street of Blaenavon looked at us as if to say “What on earth would bring you here?”. It was hard not to be impressed by the Workmen’s Hall, attention to detail obvious in its design. The building stands as witness to the sense of community that we were told Blaenavon once had. The workers and our guides there could only be described as gentlemen, their pride palpable. These men had no regrets about the lives they chose for themselves and seem to be indisputably honored to have been part of the mining community once copious here. They shared their knowledge of the history of the town and their personal experiences in the mines. I was told in a personal correspondence that the Workmen’s Hall was opened in the year of 1895 and the sense of community was fully realized when I was informed that its construction was partly financed by the Blaenavon Workmen’s Institute members who agreed to forgo a halfpenny each week from their own wages (Glyn, 2018). This building was clearly the epicenter for all community spirit, a source of leisure, entertainment and support. This continues to this day, functioning as a museum, cinema, snooker hall and meeting point for numerous groups and societies. [image: ../Pictures/blaenavon/Assignment/IMG_20180206_123446.jpg]
Figure 5: A memorial in the community museum
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Figure 6: Leisure at the Hall
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Figure 7: Painting of Ironworks


Blaenavon World Heritage Centre
In stark contrast to the working men’s hall, this center was almost sterile. Located in a former school (Visit Blaenavon, 2017) the feel and community spirit of the working men’s hall was not visible here. Although filled with information there was a core element missing; character and authenticity. A vital source of a timeline of this industrial movement, immersed in fact, it seems to lack the character of the Working Men’s Hall. It may be that the interactive touch screens feel alien in its location, and the modern layout and technology feel a world away from the traditional element of the Working Men’s Hall or perhaps it lacks the input of the people.[image: ../Pictures/blaenavon/Assignment/IMG_20180206_125632.jpg]
Figure 8: UNESCO Certificate
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Figure 9: Visit BLAENAVON artwork


The Big Pit
We then departed in the coach towards the sight of the big pit. Snow had begun to fall slowly brushing the landscape in a scattered white. This was the busiest of all the sights we visited that day, a variety of languages from different groups could be overheard, verifying a global interest in Blaenavon’s contributions to world heritage. The amount of information there was notable and where the heritage center failed to create an authentic experience, The Big Pit captured the harsh reality and prominence of the Blaenavon industry. The fact that the mining guides there all were actual miners themselves and from the area was an encouraging aspect and they seemed passionate and vocal about the conditions during the mine’s century long operations between 1880 – 1980. A guide there told us of the pitch black in which children as young as 12 were descended unto (Bob, 2018). During research after the business it was great to see that the Pit was being utilised by Blaenavon Cheddar Company, a cheese producer that ages it’s product at the bottom of the mines (Blaenavon Cheddar Company, 2018). [image: ../Pictures/blaenavon/Assignment/IMG_20180206_143503.jpg]
Figure 10: A photo taken at the Big Pit
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Figure 11: First day in the mine, aged 13
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Figure 12: Map of the big pit
Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Passion and pride are apparent throughout Blaenavon, but is its status as an UNESCO world heritage site and its determination to preserve this industrial culture hindering Blaenavon’s chances to regenerate and redefine itself? The headstones and tomb lids of iron seem to symbolize the gradual decline and death of the town itself, buried by Iron. It feels as though Blaenavon is destined to remain a living museum and can ultimately be likened to the panes of glass seen in its buildings, encased in a frame of iron, trapped as a window into the past.
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The World Heritage Committee
has inscribed

Dlaenayon Industrial ﬁands:ape

on the World Heritage List

Inscription on this List confirms the exceptional
and universal value of a cultural or
natural site which requires protection for the benefit
of all humanity
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