Professional skills part 1 – Why you have chosen construction?

Introduction
At a young age I was very interested in building things for example Lego. Lego gave me the freedom to build anything I wanted to and it was easy. So as I got older I started looking at buildings and different designs. 
Work experience/ on site 
I have also had some experience on site as well. I completed a 2-week work experience program, this gave me a wide selection of choice as I went on site with the engineers, site managers and Quantity surveyors then I was also in the office with the architects and finance team. So, in the end I covered on site and in office work within 2 weeks. At the time I wasn’t sure on what to do as I had only just finished school.
 When I was working with the architects it caught my eye straight away and before that I only knew that I could study architecture in university which would be for 7 years and that put me off. Until I got told about this architectural technology apprenticeship they were offering and I knew that was what I wanted to pursue my career in. 
Games
Playing video games have also helped me put my mind into construction, for example Minecraft was one of the main reasons as you could build anything you wanted with different styles colours and in the end you could finish with ready cool modern or old building that you’ve built. You could also play with your friends too which was even better. 
Architecture
What is architecture? Architecture, as opposed to the construction-related abilities, is the art and technique of designing and building. Buildings and other structures are created through the processes of drawing, conceiving, planning, designing, and building.
Designing and the process of building things interests me as I was saying about Lego. I’ve always enjoyed drawing building like on holiday trying to draw the place I was staying in and taking photos of buildings on my phone from the different countries I have been to. I first started using CAD in year 10 so I has was about 14 years old and from there on I have used CAD to this day as I took it for A-level and again really enjoyed it.  
What does an architectural technologist do?
Supporting an architectural project from conception to completion is the duty of an architectural technician. They support the provision of technical building models made utilising both modern and conventional techniques. This is what my apprenticeship is about.
Choosing construction has made me improve on my skills and learned new ones. After finishing my qualification as an architectural technologist it offers me a range of different opportunities. for example, I could decide to take up one of these pathways in the future:
· Architect 
· Building control surveyor 
· CAD technician 
· Interior and spatial designer 
· Urban designer 
That is one of the reasons why I choose architectural technology because I don’t have to only do that it’s the fact that I have so many options other than that. I am currently in the office and I am using AutoCAD. On AutoCAD I am drawing up floor plans of houses that I have surveyed myself. With a few more steps and I could watch my floor plan get built. As time goes on the bigger the project and even more satisfaction would occur when it is finished. 
Whilst working in construction you work with so many different people in so many different roles who you can learn from or you could teach them a thing or two. In construction you are able to learn how things are made, why one piece of material is better for that house than the other piece of material. Also you can see how machines are used why they’re used and the same with tools, 
I decided to apply for an apprenticeship as I learn better by doing. I am looking forward to the challenge of developing new skills and gaining knowledge. For example say my apprenticeship is 3 years and then somebody goes to university full time, after 3 year I would’ve earned X amount and gained 3 years’ experience compared to finishing university with dept and no experience. 
Future
The most intriguing project I've read about is one that only recently started development and is called The Line. 9 million people will eventually be accommodated there. The building is 500 metres above sea level, 200 metres long, and 170 kilometres long. Due to this initiative, there won't be any roads, vehicles, or emissions. Reduced infrastructure requirements will lead to previously unheard-of efficiencies in city operations. Residents can take advantage of the nearby natural beauty thanks to the optimal environment throughout the year. Along with having access to high-speed rail, which takes 20 minutes to travel from point A to point B. Residents will also be able to walk to all facilities.
Although NEOM was initially intended to be finished by 2030 with a $500 billion budget, some reports say that the metropolis may not be finished until 2050, which would result in a huge rise in cost.
The Line is a cultural revolution that prioritises people and offers an urban lifestyle unlike any other while protecting the natural environment. It redefines the idea of urban development and the design of future cities. This is why I would like to get into this industry, as the future could look like this project and to help the environment.
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