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AIM(S) 
· To explore the theory and practice of family reverence as a core value underpinning pre-modern Chinese education and to develop an understanding of the educational theory and practice of ritual etiquette in late imperial Chinese elementary education.  
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to: 
· demonstrate knowledge of key elementary primers on family reverence and ritual etiquette; 
· evaluate the significance of family reverence and ritual etiquette in the traditional context and its adaptations within modern settings; 
· apply knowledge of relevant ritual etiquette practices in specific situations; 
· demonstrate an understanding of the concept of family reverence and ritual propriety within the context of Confucian and Neo-Confucian philosophy. 
 
INDICATIVE CONTENT 
· Lectures introducing Chinese primary sources related to elementary educational theory and practice in relation to family reverence and ritual etiquette. 
· Lectures explicating the late imperial Chinese children’s primers on family reverence and ritual. 
· Tutorials and seminars to discuss key areas of ritual propriety and practices of family reverence in relation to modern settings. 
 
 


Study Time Allocation 
 
The study time for the module is divided as follows: 
 
	Activity type 
	Hours 
	Percentage 

	Scheduled learning 
	48 
	24% 

	Independent learning 
	152 
	76% 

	Placement learning 
	 
	 

	TOTAL 
	200 
	100% 


 
ASSESSMENT 
 
Assessment Component 1 

	☐ 
	Written exam 
	☐ 
	Coursework 
	☒ 
	Practical 


 
	Mode of assessment 
	Volume 
	Weighting 

	Oral presentation 
	15 minutes 
	50% 



Exemplar:
Present on the Confucian concepts of family reverence or ritual etiquette to a secondary school audience. (Demonstrate the ability to analyse and present on key concepts and principles to a non-specialist audience). 
 
Assessment Component 2 

	☐ 
	Written exam 
	☒ 
	Coursework 
	☐ 
	Practical 


 
	Mode of assessment 
	Volume 
	Weighting 

	Essay 
	2000 words
	50% 


 
Exemplar:
Discuss how specific ritual etiquette as espoused in the primers, may be relevant to contemporary life and work through comparison with contemporary Western etiquette. (Demonstrate the ability to critically analyse, evaluate and argue based on reason and evidence).

Assessment Summary 
	Activity type 
	Percentage 

	Written exam 
	

	Coursework 
	50%

	Practical 
	50%

	TOTAL 
	100% 


 









INDICATIVE READING LIST 
 
	Module Code 
	SIHE4004

	Module Title 
	Elementary Education in Late Imperial China I 

	Classification 
	Reading List entry 
	Electronic* 

	Essential 
	Li Yuxiu 李毓秀. “Dizi Qui” 弟子規 (Guidelines for learners). In Sheng xue gen zhi gen 聖學根之根, edited by Yin Yuansheng 因緣生. Vol. 1. Beijing: Tuanjie Chubanshe, 2016. 
	☒  

	Essential 
	Li Yan 李艷. “Chang li ju yao” 常禮舉要 (Essentials of daily etiquette). In Guoxue jiaoyu ji yao jiaofa juan 國學教育輯要教法卷, edited by Jun Yihao 君藝豪 and Jiao Yuhua 焦玉華. Vol. 2. Beijing: Minzhu yu jianshe chubanshe, 2015. 
	☒  

	Essential 
	Yang Zheng Yi Qui 養正遺規 (Sourcebook on childhood education). Compiled by Chen Hongmou 陳宏謀. Xu xiu Siku quanshu 續修四庫全書. Vol. 951. Shanghai: Shanghai guji chubanshe, 2002. 
	☒  

	Essential 
	Rosemont Jr., Henry and Roger T. Ames. The Chinese Classic of Family Reverence: A Philosophical Translation of the Xiaojing. Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press, 2009. 
	☒  
 

	Further 
	Fingarette, Herbert. Confucius: The Secular as Sacred. New York: Harper and Row, 1972. 
	☒  

	Further 
	Gardner, Daniel K. Learning to Be a Sage: Selections from the Conversations of Master Chu, Arranged Topically. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1990. 
	☒  

	Further 
	Lai, Karyn. “Li in the Analects: Training in Moral Competence and the Question of Flexibility.” Philosophy East and West 56, no. 1 (2006): 64-83. 
	☒ 

	Further 
	Lee, Thomas H.C. Education in Traditional China: A History. Boston: Brill, 2000. 
	☒  

	Further 
	Gao, Wang Z.Confucian filiality. New York: CN Times Books, 2013. 
	☒  
 


 
 
 

