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Introduction 
Humanities is the study of disciplines. Which are involved and influenced by the understanding of the culture and history of human beings. This includes the research of the sciences. Including, biological, physical and the social sciences.
 Humanities covers a wide range of knowledge such as, history, philosophy, arts and literature as well as many more.  (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2023)

Humanities as we know today, first came about from the Classical Greek period.  During this period of time the Greeks referred to this as ‘paideia’.  In Greek language, paideia means ‘education’. 
Paideia was pretty self-explanatory and was simply the structure of education. The subjects which were included were, grammar, natural history, music, geography and philosophy. All of these are still considered a humanity subject today. (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica)

Paideia became ‘humanities’ during the early Christian period. The Christian school of Alexandria in Egypt adopted this terminology and translated paideia into Latin, which was translated to the word ‘humanitas’. (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica)


What is Archaeoolgy?
Archaeology as we know it today is one of the newest studies inside of humanities. 
Originally archaeology was created around antiquarian as well as social evolutionary studies during the period of the late nineteenth century. 
This was though the work of mainly two men by the names of John Lubbock and Augustus Pitt Rivers. (Bate, 2010, p.31) 

By the time the middle of the twentieth century came around, a man called Gordon childe decided that it was time to develop archaeology even more and that it should take a methodological and theoretical approach. (Bate, 2010, p.31)  
For the most part, during that twentieth century, Archaeology was primarily carried out by the upper-class. (Bate, 2010, p.32)

We know that since the 1960’s archaeology has gone through a tremendous number of changes. From the cultural history as well as the new archaeological studies and the post-processual archaeology. (Bate, 2010, p.31) 

Archaeology has a wide range of studies and research of the last four million years of the behaviour of humans. This is from the study of the early hominins to now, the practice of waste disposal. 
Archaeologists research, and study all the different materials. Which tells us the conditions of human life throughout time by studying the material culture.  
Archaeology is so important in learning about human's past, as there is 99.9% no written documentation from throughout history. (Bate, 2010, p.31) 

Not only does archaeology help us to learn what actually was happening throughout history, it also helps us to understand and learn about millions of people such as the enslaved, common people and the poor. Who typically, we would have no knowledge on. 
As these people wouldn’t have been ‘worthy’ to have any written documentation on. 
As there is no written documentation on millions of people, it poses a challenge to many archaeologists. As, as you can imagine, it’s pretty difficult to research and study people who have been dead for an extremely long time, without any written texts to aid the research. 
Even now, there’s a large number of artefacts and gravestones archaeologists are finding it difficult to distinguish the historical origins and culture background of. (Bate, 2010, p.31) 
 

Archaeology is an important discipline in discovering the story of the Earth, events and people.
Archaeology is a fascinating and factual way, for humans to learn about where we came from and who we are. This is through the study of the materials of the world. Not through written texts from biased over privileged men. (Bate, 2010, p.32)

Archaeology is built up of vast scope of sophisticated scientific research and techniques. Such as 
· ‘Radiocarbon- dating
· Chemical analysis 
· Geophysical analysis 
· Isotopic measurements 
· Ancient and modern DNA analysis 
· Palynology
· Faunal analysis, 
· Human osteology, 
· Computer simulation 
· Multivariate statistics 
· Metallurgical analysis’ (Bate, 2010, p.32)
As well as many more. It also has the arts at its centre. 

Archaeology’s relationship with the different humanities.

Philosophy 
Philosophy is all about the questions to do with life and our existence. It has a wide range of theories and ideas to do with every part of human life and existence. The study of philosophy is reflective on the way a person thinks and carries themselves. (The American Philosophical Association, no date)

Archaeology can help with the study of philosophy. This is because, as it’s mentioned above, archaeology is all about the study of materials. 
Archaeology is able to aid philosophy in discovering the truths about the world, using the study of the materials.  If a philosopher wanted to know ‘in the 2nd century, what was thought to be the meaning of life?’ This philosopher would then be able to use archaeological evidence and artefacts to be able to identify and understand, that the people of that time period would have stated that, ‘the meaning of life, was to worship and serve the gods.’
As the Romans ventured into Europe, the Middle East and North Africa, Christianity was easily spread. This is because Christianity was viewed a religion for everybody, and many people found it easily to adapt to the Christian ways. Even though these ways aren’t the ways Christians of today practice, many Romans were led to believe that they could simply just ‘add’ Jesus to the list of pagan gods which they already worshipped.  (Becky Little,2022)

A philosopher is able to look at this written evidence we have about the Romans and religion, and then is able to proceed to back this evidence with archaeological artefacts. 
These artefacts could be stone, bronze, burial places and written prayers which would have been used for sacrifices. As well as many more.  (Michael Grant, no date)

By using these artefacts, a philosopher is able to use archaeological techniques to identify where this object originated from. What type of person owned it and what religious beliefs were practiced at the time. Which in turn, will answer the question, ‘in the 2nd century, what was thought to be the meaning of life?’ The philosopher would be able to to develop a deeper understanding of what people believed to be the meaning of life, and why. (Michael Grant, no date)






Literature 
Literature has historically been made up of poetry, language and written works. 
There’s different genres within literature. These could include:
· African literature/ theatre
· Oceanic literature 
· Western literature 
· Asian arts
Within each of these categories, is a diverse genre and even more categories. This is to do with the geographical location of where the work was written. (Kenneth Rexroth, 2023) 

A popular genre of literature is Greek tragedy. Greek tragedy enlightens us of Ancient Greek culture. A key professor in translating Greek tragedy was a man called Gilbert Murray. 
Murray was most single handedly responsible for bringing this ancient drama to our stages within Britain. (Bate,2010, p.17)

Murray’s research was extremely important in changing everybody’s views and attitudes towards the Ancient Greek culture as well as religion. (Bate,2010, p.18)

Not only did Murray change people’s thoughts about Ancient Greece, but he also did this in a way to benefit our world today. During a Women’s suffrage meeting, Murray’s translation of Euripides’ Medea was performed.  (Bate,2010, p.18)

Surprisingly, literature and archaeology actually work side by side a lot of the time. And this was the case towards the end of the nineteenth century. 
The most successful and influential productions at the time weren’t created by dramatists, but they were actually created by archaeologists who were trying to answer a question. 
Which they called, ‘Greek theatre question’. 
Not only did this open up and start a new movement and chapter of modern tradition of Greek drama through performance, but this was also achieved by archaeologists. Which made room for more than over a century of different creations of theatrical production. All through ‘a narrowly archaeological puzzle’. (Bate,2010, p.20)

Sadly, 95% of Greek literature wasn’t able to get through the Middle Ages. This was because majority if the Monks didn’t like it. (Bate,2010, p.23)

We are able to find out though, with archaeology and literature working together that, the sand and the wastepaper used for the stuffing of the mummies, has actually provided multiple ‘new’ literature. 
This includes the work of Sappho, who was the most famous female writer during the time period of the classical world. (Bate,2010, p.23)

By archeology and literature working interlinked together, we are able to see all the possible finds that they are able to identify. As well as all the evidence of these big discoveries and breakthroughs, which wouldn’t have been possible without the other discipline. 
As we know, language helps us have a better understanding of who we are and where we come from. As the majority of each country has a unique culture and langue just to them. This helps us to shape how we present ourselves and how we have changed throughout time.  (Bate,2010, p.247)




Geography 
Geography as a whole brings the social sciences and the natural sciences together. 
Geography helps us to know about:
· Certain places and the community 
· The nature and the issues it faces
· How the world works, with all of the communities. 
(Royal Geographical Society, no date)

Archaeology is a great tool for geographers. This is because, as we look back throughout history especially to the indigenous communities, landscapes and certain places can be enchanted or cursed. Within many cultures places are known to come with a certain story. These stories are usually something to do with the supernatural. These stories and tales help to define what the community and society mean to people. As well as what rights someone may have over a certain plot of land, vegetation, livestock and how people within communities live their lives. With the help of archaeology, geography is able to determine what folklore and mythology come from what area.
(Bate,2010, p.124)

Archaeology is able to aid geographical studies by providing research on ancient sites and culture, which in turn, will provide valuable insights on how the geographic region is impacted. (Bate,2010, p.124)




Law
Law is a humanities discipline. Law is a set of rules, which people within a community follow. Having law and order helps to control and protect the people. 
Throughout time, there has always been some sort of law usually there is always an enforced punishment if somebody does not comply to these requirements of the law. 
‘It is not a science; it is an art’. (Stevn, 2003) (Bate,2010, p.197) 

When we apply archaeology to law, we can see that when we look back throughout history, that we live in a very entitled society and culture. And this, often leads people overlooking the fact that rules and laws aren’t always necessary. Especially legal rights.  As a society, we need to be able to move forward from this classist privileged period. 
Law and archaeology are able to work together to research into what we can do to move forward. What has worked in the past? And what hasn’t? We are also able to incorporate the likes of literature, to see that throughout time, people have always rebelled against the authority. And ‘expose’ the ethically wrong characters. We can look at the work of Shakespeare and Aristotle. As they both did this throughout their works. Was this them rebelling and giving a voice to the people? (Bate,2010, p201) 










Conclusion 
There are so many disciplines within the humanities which I wasn’t able to cover. We need all of the humanities to be able to do research and studies. They all interlink with each other.
 Not only are humanities everywhere with our studies, but it's also everywhere within people’s day to day live’s. 
The research of the humanities is extremely important and valuable even if we don’t realise it. Every object, person, place, ideas and memories which fill us with our everyday life, makes people who they are. 
Everything we experience is for the future. Everybody’s past is to better tomorrow. 
We are able to look back on history and learn from it, so it doesn’t get repeated again. (Bate,2010, p.132)
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