Education foR excellence
Leading Democratic Schoolingsuccess of our school
Education for Excellence has helped me to gain confidence, become independent in my own learning, and most importantly shows that school is fun. – Amy, Year 9.

I love that in Education for Excellence I can learn my own way, it makes me feel like I have a lot of freedom to do what I like but can still learn at the same time. – Henry, Year 7.
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A fort that had been made by a pupil during an outdoor learning activity.

About us
Education for Excellence transforms the lives of children aged 11-16 through a democratic approach that is implemented at this independent secondary school in Swansea. A democratic approach provides children with the utmost freedom, independence, equality and self-discipline that follows them through to their transition to adulthood. We believe that using this approach helps the children gain a better understanding of the ‘working world’ and can benefit from our curriculum through having their own individual style of learning and educating themselves autonomously. We believe that we have been able ‘to develop a pedagogy designed not only to help students generate their own meanings, but also to help them reflect on the process of thinking itself.’ (Friere). This prospectus will outline the importance of our democratic schooling system, the aims and expectations that we attain and how we achieve excellence and success. In our school, both teachers and pupils are equals, and we have a policy for respect that is attributed throughout the entirety of the time spent here and pupils will gain “two basic virtues of truth’: sincerity and accuracy’’’ (Williams 2002:11). Education for Excellence guides pupils from year seven to eleven through their GCSE examinations and gives them the opportunity to lead on to further education. We have prided ourselves on brilliant results, with last year’s GCSE’s having a 90% A*-C pass rate. We are a school with diversity and equality with every child getting every opportunity that we can offer.  A.S. Neill’s Summerhill schooling democratic approach was influential to the making of this school as his modernistic approach to schooling is innovative and defines the exact values that we trust in this school, we quote ‘‘Freedom means doing what you like, so long as you don’t interfere with the freedom of others. The result is self-discipline” (Neill: 44). 
Education for Excellence caters for every child’s ability, and has outstanding training in regards to teacher training with children with S.E.N. Our state of the art learning facilities create every opportunity available to every child’s different learning ability in the school. It is of utter importance that we maintain the schools’ norms and values to create an equal and unprejudiced environment for everyone that attends the school. Education for Excellence does not conform to the traditional curriculum and the school day is different every day. The days of the week are set out in a simplistic manner, which creates a very extensive and self-sufficient attitude to the timetable; enabling the child to think about how they’d set out their own individual learning, and can add in any of our on-sight facilities that we have to offer. We see ourselves as a community that supports each other and aim to always work together as a team to provide the ultimate learning experience that is beneficial to all.

OUR AIMS
Education for Excellence is a democratic and independent learning facility that interprets the use of nature, technology, creativity, and self-regulated learning into our schooling system. We define ourselves as a school that is a free spirited, liberating learning experience that takes creativity to a whole new level. In terms of education, the traditional curriculum is conformed to a strict and authoritarian way of learning and teaching, however we believe that the learning and teaching should be led by the child themselves in order to grow confidence, boost self-esteem, and immerse the child into the ‘real world’ as education has been described as ‘a process of living and not a preparation for future living’ (John Dewey, 1916). Thus, the traditional curriculum does not give the pupil enough skills that could comply with this belief. We believe at Education for Excellence that we have researched the most fundamental ways to ensure that the child transitions into adulthood with the best education that can stay with them throughout their lives, as we explain in this prospectus. Our aims of the school consist of:
1. Valuing one another as equals
1. To have freedom within the curriculum
1. To work together for the best outcome of democratic learning
1. To create the best learning experience
1. To provide an environment of community
1. To encourage independence, self-discipline and creativity
At Education for Excellence, pupils have ownership of their own learning, which motivates them to engage with lessons freely, and be in control of how, why, and when they will engage in learning. We believe that we gain greater attendance in lessons with an outstanding amount of engagement in group tasks, activities, and in individual learning. As the pupils have control, they strive to the highest potential grades as it gives them much greater satisfaction due to the fact they have achieve their education their own way. 
OUR CURRICULUM
Curriculum set up- Monday – Friday. 9:00 -17:00 timetable. This is an example of a timetable that would be given out to the pupils.
	9-9:30
	Registration

	9:30- 10:30
	First lesson

	10:30-11:30
	Second lesson

	11:30-11:45
	Break

	11:45-12:45
	Third lesson

	12:45-13:45
	Lunch

	13:45-14:45
	Fourth lesson

	14:45-15:45
	Fifth lesson

	15:45-17:00
	FREE



The timetable remains blank as it can be chosen by the pupils what lessons will be attended, whether they will partake in outdoor learning, virtual reality ‘field days’, reading, music, or any other contemporary way to educate themselves. Learning is about having fun in our school and whatever way the pupil learns is accepted in the school as and valued like no other. We believe that the ‘traditional’ curriculum is outdated and does not give children the chance to express themselves through their learning. In traditional schools, their ‘norms’ include compulsory lessons for six hours a day. However, in Education for Excellence we split the day into a time that we think will benefit the pupils. As break and lunch times are compulsory, we have to provide this as it does provide a layout if the pupil wishes to go to a structured lesson. Additionally, pupils can use ‘breaktimes’ as lesson times, and vice versa. The timetable is completely flexible, if the core subjects that the pupils would like to attend are not timetabled at that time. Lessons are timetabled into the timetable, however, it is the pupil’s own personal choice if they wish to attend these lessons or not. We do have timetabled subjects that we recommend the pupils attend to gain their GCSE qualifications such as Mathematics, English and Science but are not compulsory but are highly well-attended due to the pupils own self-discipline and willingness to learn. We recommend that the children have ‘free learning time’ at quarter to four to five o clock as this is fundamental to winding down, and reflecting on what had been learnt throughout the day. This can include any activity on campus and can be with friends to discuss their new knowledge as ‘the social interest of adolescents is no distraction. Rather, it is the most important thing they can learn well.’ (Lieberman 2013: 282). We have set out the school in a garden-like layout and have fields surrounding most of the school that we have set up various cabins for learning. Education for Excellence is described as a ‘little village’ and has a ‘homely’ atmosphere to it that makes the pupils feel safe and comfortable in their environment as ‘the inner learning environment- mind, thoughts, and knowledge- is shaped by the pattern in our outer learning environment’ (Jorgensen). We also excel at many sports at our school as sports is a very popular activity to do at the free time period. We have lessons at lunchtime and extra-curricular after school sessions that are run by our physical education teachers that build pupils up to various competitions with other independent schools. We have many excellent sports facilities including a rugby/football pitch, running track, astroturf, basketball, tennis and badminton courts that have regular everyday use with plenty of sports to enjoy individually and as a group. We also run P.E. lessons that are not compulsory but are aware that pupils need to do exercise to maintain their fitness levels and to help with their mental health. Outdoor learning is also essential to enhancing creativity, independence and being at one with nature. Nature provides fresh air to the pupils creating an unrestricted sense of liberty and provides a non-stressful environment for pupils to enjoy doing work or contributing to our workshops. Teachers set up various outdoor activities in our woodland areas that provides pupils, especially of younger pupils, the chance to explore the outdoors. Maria Montessori’s use of outdoor learning pedagogy influenced our school to adapt our curriculum within outdoor learning. As outdoor learning is used in primary schools to help children with their developmental stages, we decided that it would be beneficial to bring this into our secondary school system as it engages the children into a sense of childhood memories that brings back their reflection of their primary studies. We believe that organising these two approaches reveals many more positive effects on the learning. We have many quiet and social spaces that have been built to encourage pupils to stay away from social media and technology and have had a positive effect on their mental health along with bringing much more engagement in their learning, whilst being grounded and aware of their surroundings.  We have interpreted outdoor learning into our everyday curriculum as we believe that children being able to use nature in their learning creates a radical learning experience and helps with their social and emotional wellbeing. Health and wellbeing within the school is important to us as the mental health of pupils is vital to their lives. Nature is one of the natural remedies that enables pupils to feel free, which is why we have implemented it into our teaching and learning.
We believe that the use of technology when used in the most efficient way is highly beneficial to be embedded into our school curriculum. The use of virtual reality systems gives children the chance to visit anywhere in the world without leaving the school premises and creates a new experience that they may not be able to attend in reality. This accentuates the imagination and gives the child a visual learning experience that they will remember throughout their lives. Alongside this, the children can explore independently around the virtual reality ‘areas’ and observe and recollect on their sensory knowledge. This also highlights the use of 21st century technology as a key factor to the developmental learning stages as it gives the whole sensory experience that you cannot get in a traditional classroom, providing the ultimate learning experience.
Technology is highly advanced in the school as we believe that being able to work individually, or in a group, on online learning facilities is a crucial facet that we encourage the children to use as being able to understand ICT skills at an advanced level will be vital in this current generation. However, we have banned the use of mobile phones on the premises of school as we believe that this type of technology regarding social media has a detrimental effect on the way that the children learn. We pride ourselves on valuing the personal wellbeing of the pupils’ mental health and wellbeing and is taken very seriously. As a democratic school, we all work together to ensure that everyone has trust in others and we work as a collective to ensure that the needs are me and use a whole school approach to maintain this. We have a ‘Student Support System’ in the school that is accessible five days a week, nine o’clock until five o’clock in the evening and is completely confidential unless we believe that action needs to be taken. As we are a democratic school, the children are independent but as an exception of being under eighteen, we will do what is necessary to protect the child and ensure the parent that the child is getting the best care. Our classrooms have an open layout and are colourful and bright to ensure that happiness shines through every part of the school. We have set it out this way to have a positive effect on the pupils and teachers. We often have wall displays that the pupils create using their own work and is an opportunity for them to be able to display their achievements on the wall for all to see. This is a positive and satisfactory aspect that we add into our classrooms as it encourages the pupils to do their best standard of work to be put on the wall and can be from all age groups within the school. This is also implemented within the outdoor learning facilities and the school is full of pupils’ work surrounding all areas.
ASSESSMENTS
Education for Excellence provides an accurate assessment procedure that involves the use of interactive examinations and homework assignments. Unlike the ‘traditional schooling system’ of assessment of memory and reading, we ensure that every pupils’ needs of various learning styles is met. During the examination period, pupils will have the opportunity to speak to their personal tutors and explain what their best learning technique is and discuss what the best course of action would be for the most accurate representation of the child’s knowledge of the subject. We pride ourselves on building excellent relationships with the pupils and the teachers will always ensure that the pupil will get the best possible guidance that is needed. In regards to critical pedagogy, Giroux explains that the concepts “provides an analysis of how schools sustain and produce ideologies as well as how individuals and groups in concrete relationships negotiate, resist, or accept them.”. This emphasises that as a democratic school we have a ‘whole school approach’ that has a number of different strategies that help pupils onto their own way of learning. In regards to GCSEs, the pupil must attend over 60% of the lessons provided on the timetable to be considered for the examination. Our modules are made up of ‘credits’ that determine how the child is able to progress in their learning. Each subject is made up of six modules which are worth twenty credits. A child must be able to have 6o credits or more to be entered into the examination. At the end of our three terms, we will provide the pupils a mock test to reflect on their learning and their knowledge of the subject. All of our mock tests and examinations are interactive and online, these sessions are carefully monitored by exam invigilators to ensure that no unfair practice is obtained.  The same rules apply to tests in year seven- year nine and are given mocks to prepare for their GCSE’s. This is also preparing pupils for the transition to A Levels and further education if they wish to. We offer a range of difference subjects that a ‘traditional’ school does not offer and we believe this gives our students the best advantage for ‘real life’ situations, these include:
Housing studies: This is learning for mortgages, living expenses, property development, managing finances, and many more modules. This has been effective in recent years and pupils have given us feedback and said that this has been one of the most beneficial subjects that they have taken from the school as it replicates exactly what the ‘real world’ has to offer. Furthermore, mainstream education does not offer courses like this one and has been seen to have a detrimental effect on those pupils as they have not had the grasp that pupils in Education for Excellence have.
Wellbeing studies: This includes stress workshops, yoga/pilates, crystallization and sleep studies. Pupils have given feedback to this contemporary course and the feedback has been very positive. Students have explained that this course is one of the most interesting subjects that the school offers and love that it can be used in their whole lifetime. It has had a positive effect on their own mental health and wellbeing and have gained techniques on how to manage their own stress, learn how to spot other signs of stress in others and efficiently help family and friends through difficult times.
Outdoor learning: As mentioned in the prospectus, outdoor learning is a popular and effective method that we use in all subjects throughout the curriculum as it is proven to have many benefits to a child’s developmental stages. This includes the use of nature and the outdoors interpreted into the learning. 
Sign Language: This includes a long course of sign language, this is a popular course as many of our pupils love to learn new skills that would be able to help them through their lives.
We also give the pupils a chance to research a subject that they would like to be taught and we are always open to ideas from any pupil and will take them into consideration and hope we can give them the best outcome.
Alongside this, we have the traditional subjects that are offered in every national curriculum in Wales:
Mathematics, English Language, English Literature, Science, Design and Technology, Music, Drama, Modern Foreign Languages, Engineering, History, Geography and Welsh all at GCSE level. We give the pupils a chance to ask us questions about progressing onto A levels and we would discuss the next steps to ensure that they get the best form of communication with the next school/college. As we are a close-knit community, many pupils share their further education journeys together and have had great success in their further education and adult life.
CRITICAL PEDAGOGY
Mainstream schooling has been criticized for its ‘banking education’ (Friere) pedagogy, thus differs in Education for Excellence as we disapprove of authoritarian tendencies as it oppresses the pupils into being manipulated into a system that is out of their own control. Furthermore, in our school, we provide a range of teaching methods within Education for Excellence and pride ourselves on our many pedagogies. Along with the democratic learning, we do not have one set political view. As we are a school of equals, every person’s voice shall be heard, regardless if it is agreed with. The pupils and teachers have great assets of empathy, and intellect on judging others’ emotions and feelings and will be able to discuss critically, but without judgement. As we are creators of our own school, we have meetings held every month that  can be attended by parents, pupils and teachers to create a curriculum themselves and reflect back on what the last month benefitted within the pupils’ learning. During this meeting, pupils can critically evaluate what they agreed/disagreed with during their time in various lessons and can give their opinions on what they would change. Parents also have an input on what they would like their child to achieve, and can ask questions on how the modules are taught. However, as we are a child-dominated learning school, it is not always possibly accurate that the child may receive the ‘teacher-led’ learning as the child interprets the sessions their own way. As there is no distinct way of learning, the meeting just corrects any problem that anyone has through expression of speech as the ‘problem’ can’t necessarily be ‘fixed’ or is relevant to the schooling system. Most parents understand that the child-led learning is effective and have seen high results from their children and confident that the school runs smoothly at all times. During outdoor learning, teachers are always on hand to ensure that the child is understanding of their tasks and can guide the child if assistance is needed. We have our school library that is always busy. We have many ‘areas’ of study that pupils can enjoy. We have: Quiet Corner, Social Corner, Presentation rooms, and Group pods. These all contain different appliances that are available for the pupils to enjoy. We also have laptops available that can be borrowed by the pupils to ensure that they have all the facilities that they acquire for the best learning experience. In addition to this, pupils can request to buy a laptop if necessary and will be supported through their current financial situation. We have put a lot of funding into ensuring our students have the best chance in their education and will always ensure that help is granted whenever needed. In contrast to mainstream education, we do not have a hierarchy system within the school and children are able to book themselves into sessions within the library, and have access to every building in the school. The pupils have no maximum on books being taken out in the library but must bring them back in time to ensure all pupils have equal opportunities within the library. We have funded a lot into our library and are pleased with how often pupils spend their time there.
UNIFORM
As Education for Excellence is a democratic school, we believe that every pupil should be equal however, we encourage freedom and own expression. We have a ‘smart’ policy in our school, but not a uniform. Pupils must wear appropriate ‘smart’ clothing of trousers/skirt and a shirt but can be any colour, with any design. We maintain this as if all pupils wear the same clothing, they are equal; but they can express themselves enough through colours and designs that makes them true to themselves. We do not ban hair dye or piercings as we do not believe that this affects the pupils’ education by any means.



‘We believe that learning is possible, that nothing can keep an open mind from seeking after knowledge and finding a way to know’ (hooks 2003: xiv).
This is a quote from hooks that we use as our school motto at education for excellence, this is what we aim to achieve in our learning and teaching everyday and is the centre of what our school is all about.
JOIN OUR COMMUNIty
Education for Excellence welcomes all children and would love to hear from you in due course. We would lastly just like to reflect on all the points we have raised throughout this prospectus. Our democratic school is the best approach in the county as the traditional schooling method is critiqued to ‘lack freedom and independence’. John Dewey’s ‘cultural naturalism’ influenced our school as we consider the social constructs and values of society. Thus, we interpreted his ideology into our schooling system as we effectively criticize today’s schooling system and how it affects society. Our pupils become free-thinking and mature individuals that critically analyses every situation to its best and full potential. We believe that our school curriculum is more effective than mainstream schooling through the more intellectual analysis on the mind, nature, technology and contemporary learning. Holt explains the effects that ‘unschooling’ and that ‘learning is not the product of teaching. Learning is the product of the activity of learners.’ This emphasises our ethos at the school, and provides critique of mainstream education as teachers are the authoritarian figures within the school, unlike Education for Excellence. At our school, we believe that first name basis is the best way forward in engaging with pupils at a more personal level. We believe that the formal names shows that there is a hierarchy and is something that is between the teacher and the pupil. In this case, if every person in the school is addressed by their first name, it creates an equal state of mind for everyone. State schools under the national curriculum have been critiqued to ‘heighten anxiety’ and cause ‘pressure’ on pupils within the schools as their methods are one for all, and not individually placed like Education for Excellence. We have regular sessions with our pupils to ensure that their learning is on track, and meet with our wellbeing officer to check all is okay and how they have been getting on in life, school and any other problems that they would like to talk about. Our wellbeing officer is a qualified counsellor and has the best interest for every individual pupil at our school.  In state schooling, a child is not given the opportunity to be given a personal tutor and their big classrooms often are gateways to lack of concentration. Our classrooms have less than ten pupils at one time and have immediate and closely observed attention in all lessons and are provided the best care. All of our pupils are well-behaved as our policy of respect is well used in our school and pupils realise that their actions can consequent in hindering other learners whilst in education. We hope that you join us in having excellent education in Education for Excellence. We have used the theorists of Holt, Friere, Montessori, Dewey, Neill and many more radical theorists in this prospectus to understand how the schooling differs from the traditional schooling system and how radical education is the way forward in the 21st century education system. Independent and radical schools are now being presented and traditional schooling is being critiqued everyday by many other theorists. Thus, the school values every school and their curriculums and wish the best to every pupil. We would hope that you join the school and help the democratic movement become mainstream education and the use of outdoor learning is used in everyday school to benefit mental health that has inclined dramatically the past few years. We would like to thank fellow pupils and teachers that abide by the rules and value our norms and values that makje our radical school as special as can be. 
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