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	Please state the main research question(s) or hypotheses(s): (100 words max)

Title: 

Public perceptions of capital punishment: is it morally right? Is it effective?

Research question/s:

Can the death penalty be viewed as an act of revenge, not as punishment?
Does it have an influence on crime rates? Is it effective?
Should the death penalty be a fair punishment?
Does it help society as a whole?
Does race have an influence on receiving capital punishment?

Hypotheses:

There will be more negative views on capital punishment than positive views.

The amount of knowledge might not have an impact on participants’ views.



	Background: 250 words 

Why is your study important? What theory and empirical research evidence supports your research question? What methodological approach do you wish to take and why?  


Background:  
 
Empirical Research: (divide this into sub-sections under the key variable areas 

Public perception of capital punishment:
· Media Consumption and Support for Capital Punishment – Sarah Britto & Krystal E. Noga Styron
· Empathy and Public Support for Capital Punishment – James D. Unnever, Francis T. Cullen & Bonnie S. Fisher 
· Racial Sympathy & Support for Capital Punishment: A case study in Concept Transfer – Kellie R. Hannan, Francis T. Cullen, Leah C. Butler, Amanda Graham, Alexander L. Burton & Velmer S. Burton Jr.
· Racial Attitudes & Criminal Justice Policy - Francis T. Cullen, Leah C. Butler & Amanda Graham
· Knowledge and Death Penalty Opinion: A Test of the Marshall Hypotheses – Robert M. Bohm, Louise J. Clark & Adrian F. Aveni
· Media and Public Perceptions of the Police: Examining the Impact of Race and Personal Experience – Valerie J. Callanan & Jared S.Rosenberger

Background to attitudes and stereotyping:
Stereotypes Possess Heterogeneous Directionality: A Theoretical and Empirical Exploration of Stereotype Structure and Content – William T. L. Cox & Patricia G. Devine
· Implicit Stereotypes and the Predictive Brain: Cognition and Culture in “Biased” Person Perception – Perry Hinton
· Individual Differences in the Acceptance of Stereotyping – Jason D. Carter, Judith A. Hall, Dana R. Carney & Janelle C. Rosip
· Attitudes and the Prediction of Behaviour: A Meta-Analysis of the Empirical Literature – Stephen J. Kraus

Public perception towards criminals:
The Functional Relation Between Social Inequality, Criminal Stereotypes, and Public Attitudes Toward the Punishment of Crime - Carolyn Côté-Lussier
Public perceptions of Race and Crime: The Role of Racial Stereotypes – Jon Hurwitz, Mark Peffley

Aim of the current research:

Raise awareness of how the death penalty has an effect on society and if it is an effective method of punishment for dealing with those who commit acts of crime.

Rationale/importance of the current research:

To highlight what capital punishment entails and how it could have an impact on the people involved – the victims’ families and the criminal’s families.

Methodological approach:

Design: 

IV – Attitudes towards the death penalty
DV – The amount of knowledge about the death penalty

Participants: 

Undergrad university students/Opportunity sampling/Hopefully on EMS/Possibly 50+ participants

Materials: 

Likert scale questionnaire or Guttman scale

Procedure: 

An information and consent form will be shown in the beginning. There will be a set of statements for the participants to ponder upon. Using the scale, the participants would need to enter how much they agree or disagree with the statements. At the end a debrief sheet will be shown to the participants. Afterwards, I will be using a t-test since it is ordinal data to work out the two groups – those who will agree or those who will disagree.


Ethical considerations: 

Right to withdraw
Confidentiality
Debrief
Potential participant harm – Perhaps they know someone who has been involved with the justice system
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