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Using a crime activity of your choice, describe and discuss how classical criminology informs evidence-based policing.
In this essay I will be discussing what is classical criminology and how it works regarding evidence-based policing. I will be looking at the different types of models such as SARA and Hot-spot and how these can be used to help manage my chosen crime activity which is Theft. I will also be looking at the Rational Choice Theory and Routine Activities Theory.
Lawrence Sherman was one of the first people to look at evidence-based policing and he defined it as “use of the best available research on the outcomes of police work to implement guidelines, and evaluate agencies, units and officers” (Sherman, 1998).  As said by Spooner et al (2022) evidence-based policing is about ‘ensuring the decisions you make and actions you take have solid ground’. It is about gathering evidence and building on that evidence before acting and finding the most suitable way to control the issue. When using evidence-based policing there is a module called ATLAS that can be used. A for ask meaning ask questions and challenge practices of what you’re looking into, T for test testing ideas and research, L for learn looking back at previous practices and seeing what strengths and weaknesses came from them, A for adapt ensuring the practice you choose can adapt to the ideas you have and S for sharing the outcome of your research (Spooner et al, 2022).
Classical criminology came about in the 18th century as a response to the cruel forms of punishments. This was known as the pre-Enlightenment period where human rights were not recognised which allowed for such cruel and ‘arbitrary’ punishments such as hanging (Newburn, 2017). Cesare Beccaria and Jeremy Bentham are two famous philosophers when it came to enlightenment. Beccaria ideas was based off three things certainty, celerity and severity (Newburn, 2017). Certainty is the likelihood of the punishment the offender shall receive and that the law must state clearly what punishment the offender will receive for the crime (Newburn, 2017). Celerity is how quick the offender receives punishment and Severity is the punishment must be enough to deter from re-offending but no more severe than needed (Newburn, 2017).
Jeremy Bentham idea was the pain and pleasure theory of human nature, and these concepts were the primary motivators for committing crime (Cullen and Wilcox, 2010). His idea was that humans avoid pain and wanted pleasure such as committing a crime for money. The two points of his theory regarding punishments was that one the punishments consist of infliction of pain on the offender and two that punishments are evil (Cullen and Wilcox, 2010). Both Bentham ad Beccaria agree punishments should be justified and proportionate to the crime and that the death penalty only to be used for offences of murder (Newburn, 2017). 
Bentham theory regarding pleasure and pain when committing crimes wouldn’t always be the case. If you look at why people commit a act of theft it isn’t always because they want to steal out of pleasure. People commit theft as they have no other option such as homeless person stealing food from a shop. Others may be forced or in a gang and have no option but to do as told. On the other hand yes people can commit theft out of pleasure such as stealing money or expensive jeweller.
The positive of classical criminology is the fact punishments are not nowhere near as brutal as they were in the 18th century. Classical criminology brought about ensuring that punishments were proportionate to the offence committed and also allowing options of rehabilitation of offenders. It ensures punishments were written in law to prevent offenders from being tortured or treated inhumane.
One of the main criticisms of the School of Criminology is the concept that all criminals are rational thinkers. A person may be suffering from a psychological mental disease, under the influence or drink or drugs which impairs them from being able to rationally think (Thite, 2021).
The Routines Activities Theory was created by Lawrence Cohen and Marcus Felson in 1979. Their theory is that a person chooses to offend when these three elements are available a motivation to attack a target, the right kind of target and the absence of a guardian (Cohen and Felson, 1979). This theory focuses mainly on two elements. The second element the right kind of target is looked at by three aspects firstly the value of the target such as how much something is worth or the status something holds (Averdijk, 2023). Next visibility how easy is it to get the item they are after. Lastly access which is where it is a public or private the access to a public is easier than a private place (Averdijk, 2023). The third element absence of a guardian cannot just be absence of police or security but also people as if there is people about an offender is less likely to attempt to commit a crime (Averdijk, 2023). 
The Rational Choice Theory was created by Ronald Clarke and Derek Cornish in 1987. This theory looks at the rationality of reasoning of an offender’s behaviour to look at the rewards and downsides of committing a crime (Hassan and Lett, 2023). There are four primary choices an offender can make one be whether or not to commit a crime, two selecting a target, three frequency of offending and four whether or not to continue committing offences (Hassan and Lett, 2023). An acronym used for this theory is CRAVED meaning concealable, removable available, valuable enjoyable and disposable (NSW, 2011).
My chosen choice of crime activity Theft. Theft is defined under Section 1 of the Theft Act 1968 as ‘A person is guilty of theft if he dishonestly appropriates property belonging to another with the intention of permanently depriving the other of it’. In basic language it means when another person steals something. Under this offence as well as theft it includes robbery, burglary, handling stolen goods and going equipped. The Crime Survey for England and Wales have estimated that for the year ending September 2022 there were 2.6 million incidents of theft (Office of National Statistics, 2023). 
Problem Orientated Policing (POP) which was created by Herman Goldstein in 1979 which looked at police gathering evidence for the same similar incidents and then analysing this evidence to come up with a strategy to deal with the matter (Arizona State University, 2022). Problem Orientated Policing is all about finding the most appropriate way to help improve a problem and understanding the effects it has on the community by being pro active on the issue (Arizona State University, 2023).
This module has now been developed and works alongside SARA, which is Scanning, Analysis, Response and Assessment. John Eck and William Spelman developed SARA in 1987 which looks at the underlying causes of crime and disorder (Glenn, 2020). Scanning is when law enforcement works with the community to help identify the main and common issues within the community and how it is effecting community members (Glenn, 2020). Analysis is looking at analysing any information, calls, data about the issue to discover what the main cause of the issue is and why is it a problem (Glenn, 2020). Response is about choosing the most successful option to deal with the problem. The final element is Assessment which happens after the chosen response has been implemented and looks at if the response chosen has improved the problem (Glenn, 2020). The College of Policing (2020) says that POP/SARA has led to 34% reduction in crime and disorder as of 2020.
SARA and POP can be used to help re-occurring offences of theft in a particular area. Firstly is going to the area of where the issue of theft is reoccurring and looking at what in the area that makes it a hotspot for theft. Also going to the area allows you to speak to residents about the issue and understanding how it affects the community. Then analysing any previous 999 calls and reports made with regarding to theft in that area and begin building the case. Also looking at if there are any patterns regarding types of offenders such as a particular group of people or gangs who have been seen stealing. Consider current if any responses being used to monitor the matter. Then looking at the best response to deal with theft in that area. An example would be if there is a increase in home burglaries then maybe making a Neighbourhood Policing Team that involves neighbours and police who can work together to make the area safer. Putting up signs reminding people that there is a Neighbourhood Policing Team can help deter thieves. 
Hot-Spot is what they call a area that has a cluster of crime. The aim of Hot-spot policing is to identify locations where crime and disorder is high and take action to deter offenders (Wood et al, 2022). This involves police analysing crime patterns and then using policing resources to target a specific area. This could involve more presence of police officers in the area or installing CCTV. Offenders who are responsible for committing a lot of crime are called ‘Hot- offenders’ (Wood et al, 2022).  You also have ‘Hot- products’ which are items that criminals will always be after such as technology gadgets, cash, Jewellery etc. The acronym CRAVED previously discussed can be used to rate how likely an item is of being stolen. From evidence from the College of Policing (2021) hot spot policing works best at reducing crimes such as property crime, violent crime, drug offences and disorder offences. Hot spot policing also work well when taking a POP approach (College of Policing, 2021).
Using Hot-spot for theft could be looking at what areas is there known to be a high level of theft and ensure there is regular police presence. Having more street lamps to make areas more well-lit making it easier to see people at night which will prevent offenders wanting to commit theft where they could be easily seen. Looking at why is that area particularly high for a specific crime and what can be put in place to deter offenders.
All these different modules focus on being pro active and preventing crime rather than re-active and responding to crime. 
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