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The role of Thetis during the life of Achilles and also before when linked to the immortal gods has not received much attention.  Various authors have provided some details of her life such as Homer, Hesiod and Statius amongst others but there is no overall story of Thetis’ life.  There has also been little scholarly investigation to explore Thetis’ actions and beliefs.  Achilles however, has been the study of many an author and has received significant analysis.  However, how has Achilles’ life with his mother affected the hero and how has she managed to shape his life?  Thetis is seen as a caring mother that only wants the best for her son.  However, she can only go so far in protecting him and she certainly cannot escape the fate that has been laid out for him.  Before she bore Achilles Thetis had helped Zeus to escape and so has acquired power through her relationship with the king of the gods.  However, Thetis never acts on this power to ask Zeus for immortality for her son as Eos does for Memnon.
Thetis was prophesised to give birth to a son greater than his father, Zeus managed to stay away from Thetis to prevent Achilles being mightier than him.  By bestowing a mortal husband on Thetis Zeus has downgraded her life somewhat.  Added to Thetis’ rescue of Zeus there needs to be more questioning of why Thetis does not ask for her son to be immortal.  Thetis was seen as an attractive prospect by Zeus but this liaison was stopped offer by his brother Poseidon.  Thetis should have had plenty of clout when supplicating Zeus but fails to ask for his favour.  Therefore, an investigation into why this did not happen is needed along with a closer look at the relationship between Thetis and Zeus.
Thetis is able to ask other gods for favours; she asks Hephaestus to make armour for Achilles before he goes into battle with Hector.  Achilles does not need armour as he has been made almost invincible by his mother and so this request is more about the promotion of Achilles’ heroism during the remainder of his short life.  The … of Thetis to properly make her son invulnerable also needs considering.  This comes up three times in the Achilleid posing the question why she did not rectify the situation when she was aware of her son’s fate.  The question of fate also needs to be investigated fully.  How much was Thetis able to affect her son’s fate?  Why could she not persuade him to choose a long quiet life and how did his upbringing without her affect his decision?
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