Module code SJSI 4012                            		Assessment 1
                                                      
                                            Describe the development of policy and legislation for
                                             One of the following groups since 1945: age, race, religion and belief.

This essay will show some of the changes policy and legislation have put forward for children, looking at The Childrens Act 1948 through to The Childrens Act 2004 and also, if they have been successful and have made a difference to childrens lives.   The main focus of this essay will be on vulnerable children in need of care, as their parents or guardians are unable to provide it.
“Social Policy begins with the study of the social services and the welfare state…the social services are mainly understood to include social security, housing, health, social work and education – the ‘big five’ – along with others that raise similar issues like employment, prisons, legal services, community services…Even drains.” Spicker, 2014 p.1)
‘Social welfare policies are important because they form the framework that allows all citizens of a particular nation to live within their basic rights and access to some of the most basic social amenities. (Pitman J. slide. 7  2018)
Policies need to be designed not just conceived. The process currently underestimates the real value of policy design, a bigger emphasis will go towards making sure the real goals are achievable.
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/sites/default/files/publications/Policy%20making%20in%20the%20real%20world.pdf

Children in care, post war were treated so very differently from today, children were to be seen and not heard, and a ‘good hiding’ was not a rare occurrence, Foster carers did not have the same assessments carried out as they do today, sometimes taking 6 months before a panel approved of the prospective carer.  Homes were not checked to see if they met certain criteria.  There were no CRB or DBS checks to make sure you were safe to be around children. (CRB) the criminal records bureau checks did not get started until 2002. The criminal backgrounds of anyone that was working with children or vulnerable adults or who wanted to work in this field has to undergo these checks to ensure that vulnerable children and adults are safeguarded. Allegations can be recorded, and this information all goes onto a central base that is shared with the police and  government agencies. 
Children were very vulnerable before as Staff at children’s homes treated children horrifically by beating them, starving them and subjecting them to mental, sexual, physical and emotional abuse.  This happened because adults were able to abuse their position, and children did not have a voice then; so much has changed. 
The Beveridge report also changed many things in 1944, as it stated working people would pay into a National Insurance every week and this would take care of the unemployed, sick, retired or widowed by paying benefits, from the cradle to the grave.  In addition to this, it brought about free school meals and free milk in schools, so more money was coming into a deprived family, which meant the possibly of more food and maybe heating, helping children thrive just that bit more. However, children were still at the bottom of the pack. Then the National Health Service was created in 1948, which offered free treatment at the point of need and a diagnosis of conditions, whether in hospital or at home. Dental treatment and opthamology treatment also became available and at no cost. Children could now be treated for ailments that may have been left untreated before as people could not afford a visit to the doctor or hospital.
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/citizenship/brave_new_world/welfare.htm

There is now a Future Generations Act in Wales (2015) with a Commissioner who can and will listen to everyone’s voice. Children have so much more say in what happens to them now, children are spoken to and asked for their views on issues that may effect them now, children with specific needs are given the help they need in schools, foster carers have a no smacking policy, which is now for all children not only children in care; you cannot smoke if you want to be a foster carer. 

Looking at Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs (1943), children need to have basic physiological needs met, such as food, water, warmth and rest. They also need to feel safe and secure, and have a sense of belonging and feel loved in order to thrive.  In addition to this, through having friends, children will have an improved self-esteem.  They need to be given praise and to feel accomplished and finally a self- actualization need, to be able to reach their full potential. 
Basic, Psychological needs and self fulfilment needs.
Hence, all children need love so they can feel valued and secure and children need security and to feel valued so they are able to value and love others and this helps children to live harmoniously and in safety.  
(Thompson N. 2016 pg. 7)

The Childrens Act 1948 was introduced after the The Curtis Review (1946) which investigated and brought to attention the failings of the previous Act. Due to the neglect and abuse which lead to the death of a 13 year old boy Denis O’Neill and the abuse and neglect of his 9 year old brother Terrence, whilst placed in the care of foster carers, the earlier Children’s Act (1932) was considered unfit for purpose.
There were no proper checks completed before homing the children with these Foster Carers and no follow up checks until too late, at this time, Foster Fathers were not assessed as it was deemed to be the woman’s place to look after the children, so the Foster father’s criminal record and violent nature was not taken into account.  Children were not visited regularly, paperwork was not recorded sufficiently and this was to be changed after the Curtis Review, this was put together after the Inquest. Miss Myra Curtis headed an official committee to look into the methods at the time of looking after children who had no parental care and were missing out on a normal home life, and look at what needed to be put in place to compensate for children having no parent or relatives in the picture.
Such bad conditions were found in many of the Institutionalized Homes, and a huge lack of knowledge and training for those put in charge to ‘care’ for the children.  www.childrenshomes.org.uk/NCH/Curtis.shtml
This was to be put forward and was the basic present Care System that we have today. Sir William Monckton’s recommendations were taken into account regarding The Childrens and Young Persons (Boarding Out) Rules 1946 and the guidelines were issued. www.thetcj.org/child-care-history-policy/the-monckton-report-by-sir-william-monckton
A Children’s Committee was put in place; they also placed a Trained Children’s Officer with each Local Authority, who was to be responsible for the children in the care of the Authority. The Act changed the emphasis dramatically, meeting children’s needs, rather than just providing shelter and food.  They also concentrated on using Foster Homes instead of Childrens Homes, so it could be   more localized and checks could be made regularly. However, it did not deal with children suffering abuse within their own homes. However, the Children’s and Young Person’s Act in 1963 was introduced in order to support children who were suffering from parental neglect. Local authorities were given power to step in and help the situation.  the  nationalarchives.gov.uk/cabinetpapers/themes/protection-children.htm.
 
In 1970, Under the Local Authority Social Services Act, Local Councils, Social work services and Health and Social care provisions, including those for children, were brought together under one roof into social services departments. 
This act started a new phase with a social services department within every local authority. This move helped to co-ordinate services for supporting families and helping when needed and offering the right services needed to encourage the families to benefit and do well. https://navigator.health.org.uk/content/local-authority-social-services-act-1970-received-royal-assent-29-may-1970

In 1974, The inquiry into the death of a child, Maria Cowell, killed by her stepfather, highlighted a serious lack of coordination between the services that were responsible for the child’s welfare. This report led to the development of Area Child Protection Committees (ACPCs) in England and Wales, that co-ordinated local efforts to the safeguarding of children most at risk. https://www.theguardian.com/society/2005/may/18/childrensservices2
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/sites/default/files/publications/Policy%20making%20in%20the%20real%20world.pdf

Battered baby syndrome ’had first been discussed in the nineteenth century but Kempe et al. (1962) had started a study on this and later (Kempe 1971) had explained the implications within the paediatric world. This would be very undiscovered as a subject and professionals really had no previous knowledge of it  and only became aware of it throughout the Maria Cowell case.
The Children Act of 1975 extended the rights of children, foster carers and adoptive parents and also local authorities, but took away some of the power from the natural parent. https://www.theguardian.com/society/2005/may/18/childrensservices2

The Childrens Act 1989 gave every child the right to have protection from exploitation and abuse and also the right for inquiries to be made to safeguard their welfare. It pushed through that children are better being placed within their own family. and came into Wales and England in 1991. https://www.theguardian.com/society/2005/may/18/childrensservices2
This was called “the most comprehensive and far-reaching reform of child law which has come before Parliament in living memory” by the Lord Chancellor Lord Mackay of Clashfern (1989). It focused on a few principles, one being The Paramountcy principle which meant that when coming to any decisions regarding any children’s upbringing, the child’s welfare would always be paramount. The child’s feelings and wishes are always to be recognized before making any Order, and that it was considered better for the child to remain connected to their home and family where safe to do so.    www.erscb.org.uk/easysiteweb/getresource.axd?assetid=167501&type=0&servicetype=1

In 1995 The Children (Scotland) Act added the three main points of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (date) into Scottish law: to be protected from discrimination, and making certain that a child’s welfare is always the first concern and making sure a child’s views are listened to, as mentioned by Spicker P. Social Policy (pg. 55)
‘The child, for the full and harmonious development of his or her personality, should grow up in a family environment, in an atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding’ 

[bookmark: _Hlk530562113]The Protection of Children Act 1999 was passed to prevent any paedophiles being allowed to work with children, and if anyone suspected any potential abuse to report it. https://www.theguardian.com/society/2005/may/18/childrensservices2
In 2001, The Scottish education minister Jack McConnell, called for a review of child protection within Scotland resulting after the inquiry into the murder of three-year-old Kennedy McFarlane. An audit was printed in the year afterwards and it resulted in half of all children at risk of neglect and abuse in Scotland do not receive adequate protection. Two years on, Scotland published a Children's Charter, stating how Foster Carers and all Professionals involved should protect and respect children’s rights. https://www.theguardian.com/society/2005/may/18/childrensservices2
In 2003 The Laming Report was published after the abuse and consequent death of a child, Victoria Climbie. Twelve opportunities to save her were missed by The Health services, the Police and Social Services, Improvements had to be made so that agencies made sure that the quality of information they shared within and between their agencies and to make sure that all staff would be held accountable for the quality of their work. This was imperative in safeguarding the children within their care. The first Children’s Minister was elected, and a Government Green paper published entitled ‘Every Child Matters’.  This set up an Electronic Tracking system for England’s children. Health, Education and Social Services were brought together, with 150 children’s Trusts being set up by 2006.  In addition, local safeguarding Children’s boards were to replace Area Child Protection Committees.ACPCs. https://www.theguardian.com/society/2005/may/18/childrensservices2  
The Childrens Act 2004 was to make way for a Children’s Commissioner to provide services that would be provided to children and young adults. Giving Wales their own Children’s Commissioner, resulted in putting child safety orders in place and defence of reasonable punishment.  It also gave advice and support services for family proceedings. (Waterman & Fowler, 2004, p.4) 

This essay has concluded that the Children’s Act will constantly need updating to keep up to date with the ever-changing world, to continually help the safeguarding of children where ever they may live.  Even though The Children’s Act has been constantly tweaked, child abuse still carries on but the Government has put in place Commissioners and brought multi-disciplinary services to work together.  This sets out to ensure that more people are on the same page, and problems can be detected a lot sooner and to prevent abuse happening, as well as to put help and the right services together to help families stay together if that is a safe place for the children. There is still a long way to go, but as a Nation we have moved on considerably, from children being seen and not heard and being beaten as an everyday occurrence, to having a voice and that voice being paramount.  Anti-smacking laws within foster caring has been brought in to help keep children safe and raise their self-esteem.  This helps to ensure that a child is nearer to having all of those needs that Maslow (1943) states. 
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