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Group safeguarding conference script 

   My name is Lauren Hobbs; I am the police officer that has attended the family 

home on a couple of occasions lately. As a police officer, it is my role to work with 

other agencies and safeguard any children who are at risk of harm or suffering. 

Through working with other agencies, I am obligated to share vital information that 

relates to child protection matters and implement the use of emergency powers to 

ensure children are protected. It is also my duty to identify children who are at risk of 

harm and neglect as well as address any allegations of offences towards children 

(HMIC, 2015, p21).  I am required to attend safeguarding conferences to represent 

the police and provide advice as to whether the children are likely to suffer harm 

going forward from the perception of the police to the chair to help with the resolution 

for the child’s future to ensure the children’s welfare is indorsed (North Wales Police, 

2024). Within the Children act (1989) it states that police have a duty to investigate. 

This is to enable police to safeguard and protect the welfare of children that are 

deprived (GOV.UK, 1989). 

  I was called to an incident recently at the home of miss Emma Johnson. The 

neighbours had called in with concerns due to excessive amount of shouting and 

potential domestic violence. Domestic abuse is defined as an event or a sequence of 

events that presents controlling , degrading and violent activities. This is often a 

known family member and is often towards women (women’s aid, 2024). When I 

attended Miss Johnson appeared to be very upset but assured me all was well. On 

further inspection I found there to be a man in the house that has been known to the 

police. Under the Human rights act(1998) article 8 and General Data Protection 

Regulation (2018) I am unable to disclose this man’s name. This male has previous 

charges of domestic abuse towards a previous partner and has been known for 

being drunk and disorderly. This was of concern to me as when there is domestic 

abuse in the household there is a higher risk to children, this risk can be from 

witnessing domestic violence or being on the receiving end of it (College of Policing, 

2023). When I asked why he was here I was informed that he was now her new 

partner. When entering the house I noticed alcohol bottles scattered around, and the 

house appeared unkempt and dirty. This gave me concerns as when adults 

consume alcohol around children they can behave chaotically and can be 

unpredictable. This can also impact on their ability to tend to their children’s needs 

and can therefore put them at risk of harm (NSPCC, 2023). When this male is 

drinking alcohol around the house it is making the home unsafe for the children and 

can result in neglect and physical or emotional abuse towards them. There is also 

evidence that there is also a psychological factor at play as being around intoxicated 

adults can impact a child’s brain development (Drinkaware, 2025, alcohol change uk, 
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no date ).  When parents are reliant on alcohol and substances, it can have an 

impact on a child’s emotional and physical wellbeing , this can result in neglect  

(Public Health England, 2018). There was an abundance of dirty nappies strewn 

about the house aswell as dirty dishes and clothing.  When I asked about the alcohol 

bottles I was assured they were from the previous week and that they were being 

disposed of. It was clear to me that this was not the case and that the male was 

heavily intoxicated. On my time of attendance there were two minors at the address. 

These were 3 year old Cian and and 9 month old luna. Browne (2018) suggests that 

when there is a presence of domestic violence, alcohol and drug consumption, 

children under the age of one are the most vulnerable at a at a higher risk of severe 

harm. When I seen Cian I asked if he was ok. He was very reluctant to talk to me 

and appeared very timid. This is indicative that Cian may have either witnessed or 

been on the receiving end of abuse at some point. Children suffer the effects of 

abuse in the home and can have long lasting effect such as low self-esteem, being 

anxious, depressed and fearful to name just a few (Barnardos, 2024). After a while 

he confided in me that the male scares him and shouts frequently, which neighbours 

confirmed. This gave me concerns as this can indicate emotional abuse or physical 

abuse which can negatively impact a child. Emotional and physical abuse can cause 

a child to be withdrawn and anxious ( World Health Organization, 2024). The child is 

clearly scared of the male and this is clearly not a first occurrence (Oxfordshire 

Safeguarding Children Partnership 2024).  UNICEF (2022) article 19 state that 

children have the right to protection from the government against abuse and 

indicated that cases should be investigated when they are brought to attention.  
   In this case I think a child protection plan should be put in place in line with the 

Working together to safeguard children policy as there are clear signs of neglect and 

emotional abuse (Department for Education, 2023). 
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