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Bill of Rights Bill and its potential impacts on Human Rights
The Bill of Rights Bill, proposed by the British government, is meant to repeal the legislation known as the Human Rights Act of 1998 and replace it. Some claim that this proposed bill could weaken the rule of law and restrict people's ability to defend their human rights, which has caused considerable controversy and debate. In this paper, we'll examine the fundamental elements of the Bill of Rights, as well as its goals, justifications, and potential ramifications. We will also take into account the advantages and disadvantages of the suggested modifications as well as alternative recommendations for human rights reform. Finally, we will look at how the Bill of Rights Bill might affect how well human rights are protected in the UK.
The UK senate bill of Rights Bill, which seeks to replace it, integrated the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) into domestic law. The proposed bill seeks to improve the UK's constitutional framework, restore harmony between the executive and judicial branches, and establish a new framework for defending the nation's basic freedoms and rights. It also clarifies the function of UK courts in interpreting and applying human rights law (Hunt, 2021).
Some critics contend that the Bill of Rights Bill will weaken legal protections for human rights in the UK and harm the rule of law, while others contend that it is essential to re-establish the proper relationship between the judicial and executive branches and make sure that legal protections for human rights are consistent with UK values and customs (Tierney, 2021). It is unknown what specific modifications the proposed bill will make and how they will impact the UK's protection of human rights.
Incorporating the (ECHR) into UK law, the Human Rights Act of 1998 is a significant piece of legislation that enables citizens to assert their rights in the UK rather than having to go to the Strasbourg-based European Court of Human Rights (Dzehtsiarou, 2021). The act establishes a system to ensure the safeguarding of basic human rights like the life guarantee, the fundamental freedom of speech, as well as the right to equality. It is an essential component of the UK's framework for human rights and has been helpful in defending citizens' rights in a variety of circumstances, such as those involving uncontrolled migration, privacy, and national defence (Murray, 2021).
The Human Rights Act of 1998 also establishes a procedure for citizens of the UK to bring legal claims in the UK courts for ECHR rights violations. This mechanism enables people to complain to public authorities—like the police, the federal government, or local governments—who have violated their human rights. Additionally, the act mandates that UK courts interpret and apply domestic law in accordance with the ECHR, which has had a significant impact on the development of domestic law in the UK (Hunt, 2018). In summary, the European Convention on Human Rights is part of UK law because of the Human Rights Act of 1998. This law also sets up a framework for protecting basic human rights. It has had a big impact on the development of UK law and provided an avenue for UK citizens to assert their freedoms at home.
By establishing a new set of rights and protections for British citizens, the Bill of Rights Bill seeks to safeguard fundamental freedoms and rights in the United Kingdom. The legislation aims to strike a balance between personal freedoms and the larger public interest, such as issues of public safety and national security (Murray, 2021). This would imply a change from the current rights-based approach of the Human Rights Act to a more balanced approach that takes the larger public interest into account (Ginsborg, 2021).
Restoring the proper balance between the judiciary and the executive is one of the Bill of Rights Bill's other key objectives. The bill aims to restore parliamentary sovereignty and lessen judicial activism by defining the roles of the government and courts in interpreting and applying human rights law (Murray, 2021). In order to achieve this, the courts' power to invalidate primary legislation would be constrained, and Parliament's authority to determine the breadth of human rights protections in the UK would be boosted (Ginsborg, 2021).
By making the scope and application of the United Kingdom's human rights protections more clear and certain, the Bill of Rights Bill also aims to strengthen the constitutional framework of that country (Murray, 2021). This would entail codifying particular freedoms and rights and defining how they relate to the broader public interest. The bill also seeks to make clear how UK law and international human rights law, such as the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR), interact (Ginsborg, 2021).
The government is worried about how the ECHR will affect UK sovereignty. The (ECHR) is an international agreement to which the UK is a party, and the Human Rights Act has incorporated its provisions into UK law. Some critics, on the other hand, say that the ECHR has had bad effects, like giving prisoners the right to vote, and that it has allowed the UK Court of Human Rights to get involved in UK domestic affairs (Ginsborg, 2021).
The Bill of Rights Policy aimed to assuage these objections and concerns by repealing the Charter Of Rights and putting in a new structure for safeguarding human rights in the UK that clarifies the function of UK courts in enforcing and interpreting the laws pertaining to human rights and restores the equilibrium between the judiciary and the executive (Murray, 2021).
The proposed bill would "incorporate key aspects of existing human rights protections while also making changes to the current system,". On the basis of UK law rather than the ECHR, it is suggested that the bill may create a new framework for the protection of human rights. The bill may also touch on matters like how human rights and national security are related, as well as how UK courts interpret and implement human rights law. However, the specifics of the proposed legislation are not yet known (House of Commons Library, 2021).
The European Conference on Individual Rights (ECHR) was formally recognized as a treaty by the Europe Council in 1950. The United Kingdom, among the festival's signatory countries, has continued to contribute significantly to the country's efforts to defend civil dignity. Despite the proposed changes to the Rights and Freedoms Bill, it is expected that the United Kingdom will continue to be a party to the agreement to the ECHR, which implies that it will be obligated by the conference and required to uphold the freedoms entrenched in it. The European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018 incorporates the ECHR into UK law and ensures that it is still enforceable in the event that domestic laws like the human rights legislation of 1998 or the Bill of Rights Bill are changed. As a result, it is unlikely that the UK will completely renounce its commitment to upholding human rights protections, even with the changes that have been proposed to the Bill of Rights Bill (Hillyard, 2021).
The relationship between the UK judiciary and executive, which has been a point of contention recently, may be clarified by the Bill of Rights Bill. Sir Peter Gross, a retired judge from the Court of Appeal, stated that "the balance of power between the judiciary and the executive needs to be rebalanced," and the Bill of Rights Bill could assist in accomplishing this by ensuring that the judiciary does not erroneously interpret and apply human rights law (Masterman, 2019)
There are worries that the bill will weaken the rule of law and restrict people's ability to defend their human rights, though. Legal authorities have expressed concern that the bill might give the executive branch the freedom to flout human rights laws when it suits them. The bill could "allow the executive to choose which rights to respect and which to ignore," according to the Joint Committee on Human Rights, which has expressed concern. People who are trying to defend their rights, especially those who are weak or marginalized, may suffer severe repercussions as a result of this (McGoldrick, 2016).
In addition to the proposed Bill of Rights Bill, other reforms to the UK's human rights framework have also been proposed. One suggestion is to develop a UK bill of rights outlining the fundamental freedoms and rights of UK citizens rather than solely relying on the ECHR. The argument put forth in favour of this proposal is that it would enable the UK to create a human rights framework that is suited to its unique traditions and values (De Londras, 2020).
Another suggestion is to set up a specialized human rights court in the UK. The hearing of cases involving human rights violations by this court would allow for a more highly specialised and uniform implementation of the law concerns human rights. Some have contended again for incorporation of social and economic freedoms in UK law, including the right to adequate housing or healthcare, in furthermore towards the civil and political rights by now encased either by Human Rights Act of 1998.
In conclusion, the suggested Bill of Rights Bill would overturn the Human Rights Act of 1998 and replace it with a new collection of safeguards and liberties for UK citizens. There are worries that the bill could weaken the rule of law and restrict people's ability to defend their human rights, even though its specifics are unknown. Any modifications to the UK's human rights framework must be carefully thought out and cannot lessen the protections for UK citizens' human rights.



References 
De Londras, F. and Dzehtsiarou, K., 2020.A UK bill of rights?The post-Brexit possibilities for rights protection in the UK.International Journal of Constitutional Law, 18(2), pp.576-602.
Dzehtsiarou, K. (2021). The United Kingdom's exit from the European Union and the future of the European Convention on Human Rights. Common Market Law Review, 58(3), 643-666.
European Convention on Human Rights (1950). Retrieved from https://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Convention_ENG.pdf
European Convention on Human Rights (1950). Retrieved from https://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Convention_ENG.pdf
European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018. Retrieved from https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2018/16/contents/enacted
Ginsborg, L. (2021). A British Bill of Rights: One step forward or two steps back for human rights protection? Public Law, (1), 24-41.
Hillyard, P. and Ni Aolain, F., 2021. The Future of Human Rights in the UK: Brexit, the British Bill of Rights and Beyond. Human Rights Law Review, 21(4), pp.619-635.
House of Commons Library. (2021). Bill of Rights (Briefing Paper No. 05581). Retrieved from https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-7588/
House of Commons Library. (2021). Bill of Rights (Briefing Paper No. 05581). Retrieved from https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-7588/
Human Rights Act 1998. Retrieved from https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/42/contents
Hunt, L. (2018). Human rights act 1998. Oxford University Press.
Hunt, L. (2021, March 4). UK government to unveil 'Bill of Rights' as part of legal shake-up.The Guardian. Retrieved from https://www.theguardian.com/law/2021/mar/04/uk-government-to-unveil-bill-of-rights-as-part-of-legal-shake-up
Masterman, R. and Neville, C., 2019. The prospects for a British bill of rights: what are they and what is at stake?.Human Rights Law Review, 19(4), pp.647-668.
McGoldrick, D., 2016. ‘A new British Bill of Rights’: What’s the Problem?.International Journal of Constitutional Law, 14(1), pp.81-106.
Ministry of Justice.(2020). Reform of Human Rights. Retrieved from https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/human-rights-reform
Murray, R. (2021). A British Bill of Rights?Reconsidering the case for the repeal of the Human Rights Act 1998. Journal of Common Market Studies, 59(4), 797-808.
Murray, R. (2021). A British Bill of Rights?Reconsidering the case for the repeal of the Human Rights Act 1998. Journal of Common Market Studies, 59(4), 797-808.
Shiner, P. (2015). The Human Rights Act: A Success Story. Oxford Human Rights Hub. Retrieved from https://ohrh.law.ox.ac.uk/the-human-rights-act-a-success-story/
Tierney, S. (2021, March 4). The government's new Bill of Rights is a dangerous power grab. The Independent. Retrieved from https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/bill-of-rights-uk-human-rights-b1812658.html
UK Government.(2018). European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018. https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2018/16/contents/enacted
