H6a Handout noun endings (gender / number
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common example occurs for the word njwtj “local” (from njwt “town”): since this word had the
same consonantal form (though perhaps not the same pronunciation) as njwtj “two towns,” it was

often written as a dual (3)

Summary of gender and number
All Egyptian nouns indicate both gender (masculine or feminine) and number (singular, plural, or

dual). The markings for these features are:

MASCULINE
singular ROOT example: sn “brother” (root sn)
ROOT + j example: hiffj “enemy” (root hff)
ROOT + w example: iif3w “snake” (root hf3)
plural SINGULAR + w  examples: snw, hftjw, hf3ww
dual SINGULAR + wj  examples: snwj, hftjwj, hf3wwj
FEMININE
singular ROOT + ¢ examples: snt, hftt, hf3t
plural ROOT + wt examples: snwt, hftwt, hf3wt
dual SINGULAR + j examples: sntj, hfttj, hf3tj

As with the feminine ending, some Egyptologists separate the plural and dual endings by a dot in

»

transliteration: for example, kg3 “ruler,” hg3.w “rulers,” hq3.wj “two rulers,” hq3.t “female ruler,
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