Ten Aspects of Finland’s Successful Early Education Approach
1. A Child‑Centred Pedagogy
· Learning begins from the child’s interests, strengths, and developmental stage.
· Educators design activities around the child rather than fitting children into predetermined lessons.
2. Play as the Foundation of Learning
· Play is treated as the primary mode of learning, not a break from “real work.”
· It supports social, emotional, cognitive, and physical development.
3. Holistic Learning Areas
· Finland uses broad learning areas (e.g., language, arts, physical development, mathematics, nature & environment).
· These are integrated rather than taught as isolated subjects.
4. Transversal Competencies
· Skills like critical thinking, cultural competence, participation, and multiliteracy are embedded across all learning.
· The aim is to prepare children for life, not just school.
5. Strong Emphasis on Wellbeing
· Emotional security, belonging, and positive relationships are considered prerequisites for learning.
· Educators intentionally nurture a calm, supportive atmosphere.
6. Observation as a Core Professional Skill
· Teachers continuously observe children to understand their needs, interests, and progress.
· Observation guides planning rather than rigid curricula.
7. Pedagogical Documentation
· Children’s learning is documented through photos, notes, portfolios, and reflections.
· Documentation makes learning visible and helps educators adjust practice.
8. Formative Assessment
· Assessment is ongoing, qualitative, and supportive—not high‑stakes or comparative.
· The goal is to understand each child’s development and guide next steps.
9. Strong Partnership with Parents
· Parents are seen as co‑educators.
· Regular communication, shared documentation, and collaborative planning strengthen the child’s learning environment.
10. Educators as Highly Trained Professionals
· Early years teachers in Finland have strong pedagogical training and autonomy.
· Professional trust allows them to tailor learning to each child rather than follow prescriptive programs.
