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Article 3
Lansdown (2011) believes that children should be informed of any decisions that go against their wishes which shows the importance of respecting the child’s voice but at the same time doing what is best for them. Therefore settings should review the articles in the UNCRC to make sure that the principles are be accurately put in place. If settings do this it means they are working in line with Article 3 in doing what is best for all children according to Children’s Commissioners for Wales (2007). 
The Foundation Phase Framework (2015) aims to make sure children have a good start in life and that they have the best possible starting point for them to grow. Therefore it is the practitioner’s responsibility to ensure activities are appropriate, engaging and interesting which will allow children with social and emotional difficulties to be involved within the setting and activities that they have. 
Effective communication is important for support to be given which allows settings to find out information about the child which can be used to help support them according to the Children Act 1989. For example this could be the having knowledge of the child’s home situation and how it has impacted the child which is why it is important to build a partnership with the family.
Practitioners should consider the needs of the child when there is separation and have strategies in place to support them. For example if a child has Social and Emotional difficulties Martin and Joomis (2007) suggest that practitioners have strategies in place such as a sticker chart which helps promote self-esteem as when they each something they get to put a sticker on the chart which gives them a sense of pride boosting their self-esteem which is part of Maslow’s Hierarchy of needs. 

The Importance of Practitioners Respecting the Voice and Rights of Children During a Parental Separation
The aim of this paper is to provide professional practitioners with useful and practical information about children’s rights when going through parental separation. The paper will include the National Requirements and Developments in Wales linked to the UNCRC. The UNCRC Law was brought into Wales in 2011 by the Welsh Government and the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure Act 2011 according to the Welsh Government (2015) which advises us on how children should be treated and how practitioners can implement this. 

Conclusion
To conclude the majority of the articles in the UNCRC it is made clear throughout that the voice of the child is vital in respecting a child’s rights. Therefore practitioners need to take into account children’s individual needs and their opinions however keeping the child’s safety in mind. These means that practitioners should plan appropriately using the National Framework and requirements which includes the Foundation Phase Framework (2015) but also taking into account legislations like the Data Protection Act 1998 and the Children Act 1989. If practitioners put this into practice it promotes the importance of following the guidance given in the UNCRC articles on how to allow children to be supported, grow and progress. 
Article 12
Article 3 cannot effectively be put into place without taking into account Article 12 according to Unicef (2010) as Article 12 supports Article 3 as meeting Article 12 means that achieve of the means in Article 3 which promotes the importance of respecting the voice of the child. 
It’s important to ensure that children are respected and theirs voices are heard and valued within the setting when making decisions that have an impact on them according to the Welsh Government (2014). The Every Child Matters initiative also voices the importance that children have the right to express themselves and share their opinions with others. 
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