Cop 15 Report.
Introduction
The 15th Conference of the Parties (COP15) to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) has placed land ecosystem conservation at the forefront of global discussions. (Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity, 2021). With the adoption of the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework, COP15 highlighted the urgent need for international collaboration, ambitious goals, and innovative strategies to combat the ongoing biodiversity crisis. This report will discuss the fundamentals of land ecosystem conservation in relation to COP15, focusing on its objectives, strategies, and the significance of preserving the planet's natural resources. Key topics to be discussed include ecological connectivity, ecosystem services, the participation of indigenous peoples, addressing the causes of biodiversity loss, and securing sufficient funding for conservation initiatives.
COP 15 
2009's COP15 (Conference of Parties) in Copenhagen aimed to negotiate a new international climate change agreement to replace the 2012-expiring Kyoto Protocol. The conference did not result in a comprehensive agreement, but it did produce significant results, such as the Copenhagen Accord and the establishment of the Green Climate Fund. Conservation of land ecosystems, which is crucial for reducing greenhouse gas emissions and mitigating climate change, was one of the primary focuses of COP15. In this regard, the following is an overview of how the COP15 goals for the conservation of terrestrial ecosystems have been achieved.
Deforestation and forest degradation reduction
One of the objectives of COP15 was to reduce deforestation and forest degradation, which contribute substantially to global greenhouse gas emissions. Since COP15, some countries have made progress in reducing deforestation and forest degradation. For instance, Brazil's forest conservation policies have led to a 75% decrease in Amazon rainforest deforestation rates between 2005 and 2018. (GFRAS, 2021).
Through its national REDD+ (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation) program, which provides incentives for reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation, Indonesia has also made some progress in reducing deforestation rates. Nevertheless, despite these efforts, deforestation and forest degradation remain significant problems in many countries, particularly in developing nations with high deforestation rates.
Promoting Land Use Sustainability
Another objective of COP15 was to promote sustainable land use, which entails using land in ways that promote both economic growth and environmental conservation. Some countries have made progress in promoting sustainable land use since COP15. Some nations have implemented policies and programmes that promote sustainable agriculture, such as conservation agriculture and agroforestry, which can reduce greenhouse gas emissions and enhance soil health. (FAO, 2021).
A Prime example is the lands in Scotland promoting Carbon Storage in Ben Lemond. (Scottish Enviroment Link., 2010)
In addition, some nations have implemented policies that promote sustainable forest management, such as limiting clear-cutting and promoting selective logging. Nevertheless, despite these efforts, unsustainable land use practises continue to be a significant problem in many countries, particularly in developing nations with high population growth and urbanisation rates.
Supporting Indigenous and Community Groups
Additionally, COP15 sought to aid indigenous and local communities in their efforts to preserve land ecosystems. Some progress has been made in recognising the rights of indigenous and local communities and incorporating them into conservation efforts since COP15. Some countries, for instance, have enacted policies and programmes that involve indigenous and local communities in the management of protected areas, such as community-based conservation programmes.
Indigenous and local communities continue to face significant obstacles, such as lack of access to resources and limited participation in decision-making processes, despite these efforts. Additionally, some conservation efforts have been criticised for ignoring the needs and rights of indigenous and local communities. (UNDP, 2021).
The Climate Change Fund
Another significant outcome of COP 15 was the establishment of the Green Climate Fund. The fund provides developing nations with financial support for climate mitigation and adaptation initiatives. The fund was established by the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC, 2021) and is sustained by contributions from industrialised nations (UNFCCC, 2021).
The fund has provided funding for numerous initiatives, including the development of renewable energy, the administration of water resources, and sustainable agriculture. (Green Climate Fund, 2021). The fund has also supported a climate-resilient agriculture initiative in Malawi, which seeks to help producers adapt to the effects of climate change.
The Future of Climate Action and COP 15
The COP 15 conference marked a significant turning point in international efforts to combat climate change, despite the disappointment and frustration it engendered. The conference emphasised the need for a more comprehensive and ambitious international climate agreement, which was ultimately realised in 2015 with the Paris Agreement.
The Paris Agreement, which was signed by 196 countries, including the United States, China, and India, committed countries to limit global temperature rise to well below 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels and to pursue efforts to limit temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels. In addition, the agreement established a framework for countries to disclose their emissions and set reduction targets (UNFCCC, 2021).
Conclusion
While some progress has been made in addressing the conservation of land ecosystems since COP15, much work remains. Deforestation and unsustainable land use remain significant challenges, and indigenous and local communities' rights must be better recognised and safeguarded. The establishment of initiatives such as REDD+ and the Green Climate Fund, however, offers hope for future progress.
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