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[bookmark: _Toc102854944]INTRODUCTION



Being student at University of Wales Trinity St. David, at Digital Skills and Research Methods I have done research about the Impact of Moodle on UWTSD students. 
For this research I have used an online questionnaire with 8 questions and asked students from university to complete it. A total number of 14 students have had completed my questionnaire. Majority of students that participate to this research been women, followed by a small precent of men aged from 18 to over 35.
The purpose of this questionnaire it was to see what impact Moodle have on students at UWTSD, to see if students are happy with what Moodle offer, what they find useful about Moodle and how Moodle help students.
After the research, I found that the students use Moodle for multiple tools that Moodle offer, like deadlines for assignments, to upload their submissions, calendar, they also use it for lessons and for their timetable.


[bookmark: _Toc102854945]LITERATURE REVIEW


Sithara H.P.W Gamage, Jennifer R. Aynes and Monica B Behrend, have done a systematic review on trends in using Moodle for teaching and learning. They use a 4 step PRISMA-P process to identify suitable journal articles in 55 countries published between January 2015 to June 2021.
They find out that Moodle is used by University STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) disciplines and improves students performance, engagement and satisfaction.
Worldwide, they are 561 LMS (Learning Management System) available for academic and educational purposes, but according to a recent systematic review, Moodle is the most popular and preferred open-source LMS. The number of users continues to increase from 78 million in 2015 to over 294 million in 2021 which show us an increase of over 250%



[bookmark: _Toc102854946]PRIMARY RESEARCH


1. [bookmark: _Toc102854947]METHODOLOGY: 
The method that I have used for my research it is a questionnaire which contain 8 questions which ask the students different questions for their gender and age to what they like the most about Moodle.
The participants have had answered to all the questions and in this way, they helped me to find out their opinion about Moodle.
The questionnaire was online, using forms.office.com and the link generated has been sent to the students through email and WhatsApp messages. This questionnaire been offered by forms.office.com for free, so the only investment in this survey, was my time.


Email questionnaire fill request. 
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2. [bookmark: _Toc102854948]ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS


This survey has been done in an ethical way, all the students that participate to the survey has been asked if they would like to spend couple of minutes to answer the survey, nobody has forced the students to answer to all the questions. Also, the students have not been manipulated to answer. 
The feedback has been kept confidential; no names has been taken.
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Question 1: 

What is your gender? 

Male                Female             Prefer not to say 

	 
	Male
	Female
	

	Gender
	5
	9
	






First question showed me that 5 males and 9 females been part of my survey, females being 64% of the total, and 36% males. 









Question 2: 
How old are you? 

18-24              25-34              Over 35             Prefer not to say.  

 


	 
	18-24
	25-34
	Over 35
	Prefer not to say
	 

	Age
	9
	4
	1
	0
	 



Most of the participants at the survey are between 18 and 24 years old, which means 64%, following by the category between 25 and 34 years old, which is 29% and only 7% over 35 years old. All the participants answered to this question with their age.











Question 3:

Have you heard about Moodle?

Yes.              No





	 
	 
	Yes
	No
	

	Have you heard about Moodle?
	 
	12
	2
	



12 of the participants have heard about Moodle and only 2 of the participants responded negative to this question.










Question 4: 
Do you use Moodle for your study? 

Yes               No.  





	
	 
	Yes
	No

	Do you use Moodle for your study?
	 
	13
	1



Most of the students are using Moodle for their study, while just one student said that he is not using Moodle for study. From here we can understand the increased number of students that they are using Moodle for studies between 2015 and 2021.










Question 5:
How often do you use Moodle?

Daily.        3-5 times a week           1-2 times a week              Never




	 
	 
	Daily
	3 to 5
	1 to 2
	Never

	How often do you use Moodle?
	 
	0
	11
	2
	1



79% of the students are using Moodle between 3 to 5 times a week, which it is a good percent, thing that it is showing me that the students are not using Moodle just during their online classroom, but they are interested to learn more privately. 14% of the students are using Moodle 1 to 2 times a week and just 7% of students are not using Moodle at all. None of the students are using Moodle daily.








Question 6
What do you like the most about Moodle? 

Multiple tools in the same place                           
Chance to see the lessons from the class           
Timetable                                                             


	 
	Multiple tools
	Lessons
	Timetable

	What do you like the most about Moodle?
	9
	9
	7



At this question, students had the option of multiple answers, majority of the students likes the multiple tools you have and the fact that they can access their lessons out of class, and they are very happy, having their timetable to access anytime, in case they forgot about their classes.










Question 7:

How difficult do you fine Moodle to Use? 
Extremely difficult             
Somewhat difficult            
Neutral                             
Somewhat not difficult     
Extremely not difficult       



	 
	Extremely difficult
	Somewhat difficult
	Neutral
	Somewhat not difficult
	Extremely not difficult

	How difficult do you find Moodle to use?
	0
	0
	4
	6
	4



The participants don’t find Moodle as a difficult LMS platform, most of the students answer been somewhat not difficult and extremely not difficult and 4 students find Moodle neutral when we are talking about difficulty in use.







Question 8: 
In your opinion, what is the best thing about Moodle? 

Easy to use                Save my time.                Other



	 
	Easy to use
	Save my time
	Other

	In your opinion what is the best thing about Moodle?
	6
	11
	2



Most of the participants, 58% said that Moodle save their time, I assume this answer it is most common because in Moodle you can search for all what you need for your lessons, 32% find Moodle easy to use and 10% find some other things interesting about Moodle, but unfortunately no examples been said.









[bookmark: _Toc102854950]LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

This study has been done on a small number of students, due to online study and due to Covid-19, Even if the people that have had completed the questionnaire answered to my questions, some of the answers can be dishonest, being an online questionnaire and not being able to be next to the student some of the details has been ignored,
Also, one of the limitations of the study it was the short time I had to do the research and, even if questionnaire it is inexpensive, it is a limitation.
This is the best I can do due to Covid- 19, not being able to go in the campus of the university.

























[bookmark: _Toc102854951]CONCLUSION



After finishing this research, I found out that 13 out of 14 students that participated at this survey, are using Moodle. The students have different age from 18 to over 35 years old, which shows that Moodle it is a platform for everyone. Students are using the platform from 1-2 times a week to some of the students that are using the platform daily.
Students likes about the Moodle that they have multiple tools, the fact that they can find their lessons in there and they also can see their timetable in real time. The participants do not find Moodle difficult to use and they like the fact that Moodle save their time and it is easy to use, everyone being able to use it, no matter how old they are.
Moodle it is a Learning Management System popular between students and offer all what they need to know about lessons to timetable.
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1. [bookmark: _Toc102854956]Questionnaire
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2. [bookmark: _Toc102854957]Result table
	 
	Question 1
	Question 2
	Question 3
	Question 4 
	Question 5
	Question 6
	Question 7
	Question 8

	1
	Female
	18-24
	Yes
	Yes
	3-5 times/w
	Multiple tools
	Neutral
	Save time

	2
	Female
	18-24
	Yes
	Yes
	3-5 times/w
	Multiple tools
	Somewhat not
	Save time

	3
	Male
	25-34
	Yes
	Yes
	3-5 times/w
	Lessons/timetable
	Extremely not
	Easy/save time

	4
	Male
	18-24
	Yes
	Yes
	1-2 times/w
	Lessons
	Somewhat not
	Save time

	5
	Female
	18-24
	No
	Yes
	3-5 times/w
	Tools/lessons/time
	Somewhat not
	Easy to use

	6
	Female
	25-34
	Yes
	Yes
	3-5 times/w
	Tools/lessons/time
	Somewhat not
	Save time

	7
	Male
	Over 35
	Yes
	No
	Never
	Lessons
	Neutral
	Other

	8
	Female
	18-24
	Yes
	Yes
	3-5 times/w
	Multiple tools
	Extremely not
	Other

	9
	Female
	18-24
	Yes
	Yes
	3-5 times/w
	Timetable
	Neutral
	Save time

	10
	Female
	25-34
	Yes
	Yes
	3-5 times/w
	Lessons
	Somewhat not
	Savetime/Easy

	11
	Female
	18-24
	No
	Yes
	3-5 times/w
	Multiple tools
	Neutral
	Save time

	12
	Male
	25-34
	Yes
	Yes
	3-5 times/w
	Tools/lessons/time
	Extremely not
	Easy/save time

	13
	Female
	18-24
	Yes
	Yes
	1-2 times/w
	Tools/lessons/time
	Extremely not
	Easy/save time

	14
	Male
	18-24
	Yes
	Yes
	3-5 times/w
	Tools/lessons/time
	Somewhat not
	Easy/save time






Age	
18-24	25-34	Over 35	Prefer not to say	9	4	1	0	


Have you heard about Moodle?	
Yes	No	12	2	


Do you use Moodle for your study?	
Yes	No	13	1	

How often do you use Moodle?

How often do you use Moodle?	



Daily	3 to 5	1 to 2	Never	0	11	2	1	

What do you like the most about Moodle?	
Multiple tools	Lessons	Timetable	9	9	7	



How difficult do you find Moodle to use?	
Extremely difficult	Somewhat difficult	Neutral	Somewhat not difficult	Extremely not difficult	0	0	4	6	4	0	



In your opinion what is the best thing about Moodle?	
Easy to use	Save my time	Other	6	11	2	


Gender	
Male	Female	5	9	
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