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Introduction
The Leadership and Management, Theory and Practice module is a great opportunity to reflect on what has brought and can bring success in business, especially through real-life examples. The following report, based on research over the example of four top business leaders of the 20th and 21st centuries – Samuel Walton, Henry Ford, Elon Musk, and Jeff Bezos – brought me to the most important lesson to learn: behind each successful business is an innovation or invention (Gumus and co, 2015). 
Body 
Every one of the four business leaders cited is an innovator within his industry. Samuel Walton’s Walmart was the first of its kind to offer such a great range of products of all sorts in the sixties, and continued innovation introducing technologies like barcode reading and decisions based on data analysis, where it was amongst the first global retail chains (Bush, 2011). Henry Ford invented several vehicles and was the first to introduce line assembly of vehicles (Russel, 2004). About Bezos, the whole concept of Amazon as a cloud computing platform for e-commerce was maybe the most prominent innovation (Tongkachok and Co, 2022). Elon Musk comes last as the greatest innovator whose companies hold hundreds of patents for several inventions (Jia and Co, 2023). 
Not only the innovation process is important, but also it is intriguing to see how they all marketed their new things, as often customers are skeptical about something they are not so familiar with (Gumus and co, 2015). These leaders were reluctant to speak loudly about their innovations and inventions, including through aggressive marketing, but always supported them with arguments (Gumus and co, 2015). 
In this sense of thought Elon Musk’s electric cars are maybe the most obvious example, as he justified the need for these cars in the context of climate change and within human aspiration for a clean environment. Bezos justifies Amazon’s e-commerce retail through the growing need of businesses to go global, a manner for even those of them who are small or medium range to find more customers. So, finding the right context to justify innovation is a key to imposing it on the market (Gumus and co, 2015).

Conclusion 
In conclusion, it can be stated that innovation or inventions are amongst the most important factors for business success, and it is visible through all the four stories, of Samuel Walton, Henry Ford, Elon Musk, and Jeff Bezos. More, whole successful business can be built on an invention or innovation. So, what modern entrepreneurs must pay the most attention to is the innovative potential of their businesses. 
In the case of Elon Musk innovation is even the leading force of his businesses; to such an extent that he is even offering for free many of his patents for free to spread the knowledge for a better world. It is how the innovation of a company alone can have an even greater, global impact and even motivate others to do the same, an act important both economically and socially. 
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