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The Human Rights act 1998 covers the rights and fairness that every living human-being is entitled to.  It is a set of rules that cannot be interfered with due to legal rights and is illegal to be breached, human rights are a protected set of rules that every citizen has. Commonly known as “The convention rights” the rules are set out in a series of articles that break down in categories what human rights each person is entitled to. For example, article 1 explains every persons “Right to life” and article 12 states your “Right to marry and start a family”. (Equality and human rights commission, 2018) The act has three main purposes which include allowing a person to seek justice for themselves in any British court, meaning you may take your case to court if you feel your rights have been breached. The second purpose is to ensure that public bodies especially respect your rights due to the fact that they are entrusted with the general public’s health, safety and education etc. The third purpose is to make certain new laws made are compatible with the already existing human rights. (Equality and human rights commission , 2018) This allows a person protection if their rights have in fact been breached, it offers protection in the way that “if a court agrees that your human rights have been breached, it can award you compensation, make a declaration that your rights have been breached, overturn decisions made by a public authority or order them to do something.” (Mind, 2020) The Bill Of Rights established in 1689 provided “parliamentary supremacy, meaning that Parliament became the supreme source of law-making over the monarch and the courts” (The Law Teacher, 2013) One of the main focuses of the Bill Of Rights 1689 was to ensure the monarchs had less power and that they are not above the law and abuse of power would be illegal to them. This was in place to guarantee parliament members had more rights than they did before the act and were free from control due to the fact that they represent the people, making sure the monarch cannot dissolve parliament thus giving the people more of a voice and having better democracy. It also gives safety and security to the citizens knowing the monarch cannot ignore the law and do what they please. (The Law Teacher, 2013) In short, the main changes to the law outline the rights of parliament, the rights of people in regards to the monarchy. For example “Excessive bail ought not to be required nor excessive fines nor cruel or unusual punishments inflicted” which applies to the monarch as well (Legislation.gov.uk, 1689) Until the 1998, seeking justice in court was not as accessible or easy, it was long and expensive due to the fact that “the only way UK citizens could bring a legal challenge relying on their rights under the ECHR was to go the European Court of Human Rights” (Amnesty International UK, 2018) The European Convention Human Rights act 1950 was the first act to target and protect human rights and it was intended as a living instrument of law that would evolve with the times and develop to better suit the peoples needs as time went on (Libertyhumanrights.org, 2022)
The rule of law offers framework for the rights of the people and is in regard to transparent laws that everyone must obey, meaning no one is above the law and we are all equal. This was established by the Magna Carta (1215) The rule of law in basic terms is the rules and fundamentals that must be applied when making a new law/passing a bill. According to LexisNexis there are four key areas that form the equation for the rule of law, These include: Equality under the law, Independent judiciary, accessible legal remedy and transparency of the law. It is important to maintain these rules so that everyone is held accountable under the law, and that everyone understands what these laws are clearly. Independent judiciary allows for the law to be enforced impartially no matter who is in power whilst accessible legal remedy ensures that there will be resolution in a court of law. (LexisNexis, n.d.) 
The United Kingdom joined The European Economic Community making them subject to EU laws. The main purpose of The European Communities Act 1972 was to promote economic growth within Europe. This means if the “interpretation of EU law is in doubt, the Act requires UK courts to refer judgment to the European Court of Justice” and courts are required to “strike down legislation which is inconsistent with EU law” (Jack, 2017) In 2018 the United Kingdom proposed a withdrawal act known as the EU Withdrawal Act 2018. However, they UK did retain some EU laws that had already been implemented, the only difference is that they now were brought onto the UK statue book as it were. (Jack, 2017)
 A new bill of rights was introduced in 2022 that many are questioning, in terms of how it will affect peoples human rights in relation to the Human Rights act 1998. One of the aims of this Bill is that “UK courts won’t have to comply with case law and rulings made in other European courts when making decisions.” (Mureithi, 2022)
Public Law – Assignment 1



The United Kingdom government recently proposed a new legislation. A Bill of rights which “would repeal the Human Rights Act 1998 and replace it with a new framework to implement the European Convention on Human Rights. It was introduced in the House of Commons on 22 June 2022” (UK Parliament , 2022) Many believe that this will heavily impact the lives of people living in the United Kingdom by affecting their rights. There are questions on whether this will not distribute equality or deprioritise peoples human rights. One of the potential changes are said to be dissolving ‘positive obligations’, positive obligation has always offered security and peace of mind that public authorities are to “proactively safeguard people’s rights.” (Guy, 2022) And that if they failed to do so a person can claim justice, “for example, to victims of police violence receiving justice under Article 3 of the European Convention on Human Rights” (Guy, 2022) 
As previously discussed, The Human Rights act has made seeking justice easier and more accessible for each and every person but this proposed bill seeks to change that, meaning it will be harder to challenge a public authority if one feels that their rights have been breached. This part of the bill introduces a “permission stage” that acts as a “filter to throw out certain cases before they even got to court” which means “no one is to be allowed to bring proceedings against a public authority unless they have sought and been granted permission from the court” (Guy, 2022) Another important thing that helps people get more accurate rulings on their cases if they are in court is case law, meaning there is a precedent the courts can follow if their case has similar circumstances as a previous case. This again ensures everyone is treated equally should the ruling align with The Human Rights act. The 2022 proposed bill seeks to remove the UK courts duty to “take account of case law from the European Court of Human Rights” (Greater Manchester Law Centre, 2022) this could mean human rights recognised in Europe mainland will not be recognised here and precedent they set there could be ignored instead of choosing to protect them. 
In conclusion, although some may see advantages to this new bill, evidently there are more disadvantages and consequences regarding human rights. It does not focus on individuals rights nor focus on keeping their rights the same at the very least. Public citizens are more vulnerable than governing bodies or public authorities due to power, class etc. And this bill “appears to be a largely symbolic and political move” which “represents a significant increase in the rights of the government over the individual and the courts” (Lisa's Law Solicitors , 2022) which in turn makes many believe that this new bill is a “Power Grab”. There was not an urgent need to propose a new bill, and if the government wants to do so, they should keep human rights the same and keep the positive and It should only be changed in order to improve public law.
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