Module Code: ECGE4001Q
Student Number: 1901988

Assignment 1


Part 1:
In Nordic countries such as Iceland, outdoor activities are a fundamental element for the positive and correct development of a kid’s life. In addition, studies and official documentation emphasize the importance of the outdoors for children. Healthy living and the philosophy of a sustainable life for example, have become a major focus for the Government, regarding the creation of the Educational Curriculum Guidelines. In more depth, the outcomes from outdoors activities, have been positively evaluated in relation to the aim of providing an effective learning environment where kids and young persons, can empower themselves throughout the natural world (Norodahl and Johannesson, 2013).  
It possible to state that outdoor activities have been seen vital in Iceland, from long time. For instance, it is common for children from the age of one to six, to regularly play outside every day in schools. Different case regards young people from the age of six to sixteen who get the chance to engage with peers outside, only during breaks. It is not possible to state in which way teachers use outdoor activities to empower the learning process, as this may differ from area to institution. Nevertheless, data and records can be used to evaluate that in Iceland educators are using outdoor activities more now, than in the past. In Reykjavik, seventy percent of schools state that they regularly deliver outdoor education. (Oladottir, 2008)
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Assignment 2


Part 2a:

This essay will be focused on Forest Schools.
A definition of Forest School has been stated by the Forest School Network:
“It is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve, and develop confidence through hands-on learning in a woodland environment” (Murray and O’Brien, 2006).
As argued by O’Brien and Murray (2006), there is a common fear regarding how much time youths spend outdoors, compared to related parents and past generations. The reason may be the constant thought where young people can get hurt in the nature and be safer indoors.
Taking in consideration the research conducted by Ward Thompson et al. (2004), it is possible to argue that the constant decreasing of outdoor activities and regular contact with nature, affects youths even more in the future with the privation of physical and emotional benefits of access to nature.
In conclusion, the importance of the contact with nature has been proven by researches which emphasise the positive effects on youths learning development. The Welsh Government is encouraging educational institutions to include outdoor learning and the creation of more Forest Schools, focusing on the foundation level. 
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Part 2b
1) Plagiarism. A student should avoid plagiarism, mainly for fairness to academics and for the whole purpose of being a learner. The aim should be the emphasis of individual learning, avoiding take possession of someone else’s knowledge and work. (Oxford University Press, 2017)
2) False. References are needed whenever the student is using someone else’s work or words.
3) False. As Wikipedia can be edited by anyone, this online platform cannot be defined as a reliable source of information. 
4) According to the Harvard Referencing Handbook, a long quotation must be entered with a separate paragraph and differently from a short quotation, quotation marks are not needed. The in-text citation is required as a final detail before to end the paragraph. (E. Downes and A. Evans, 2019)
5) Sources that are accepted for an academic assignment, are: online libraries, newspaper and articles (pertinent to the subject), academic journals, website and other online platforms, books and pieces of work from authors who lead the assignment’s subject. The research of information should start from the module’s material and what the lecturer provides. Secondly, the student should check libraries, online sources and wisely proceed to refine the research selecting only relevant information helpful to the achievement of the assignment. (Lewis, 2019)















Part 3

Cyber Bullying has become a sensitive issue in recent times, especially when associated to youths. Along with the rising of Internet, young people have found an alternative way to connect with the world. 
In this article researchers attempted to define what Cyber Bullying is and relying on a study conducted with a sample of young people, endeavoured to evaluate possible solutions to tackle the phenomenon analysing related results. The findings have identified Cyber Bullying as being a problem in young people’s life, it affects lives daily no matter if happens inside or outside educational grounds.
This review has the aim of critically analyse the article arguing its structure, the language used, to comment the data collected and productively evaluate strengths and weaknesses. 
[bookmark: _Hlk24532030]The article provides an insight on a study regarding Cyber Bullying in the United States and more specifically, taking a sample of 150 students aged 12-17 from middle and high schools selected through a different socioeconomic data. A previous study conducted by two of the authors of the article, has found that more than 75% of the 3767 students in grades 6-8 involved had not experience with Cyber Bullying (Kowalski and Limber, 2007). The article is structured along the analysis of the study of the 150 students, organising the report in three sections such as ‘Methods’, ‘Results’ and ‘Discussion’. The writer has noticed that the first part, differs importantly in length compared to the following two; this underlines the disproportion of importance given to research methodology, from the authors. The data collected has been written using numbers instead of words, keeping the article quite informal and straight forward. Finally, the article is structured following a logic order where the reader is led throughout the research methods, the results of the study and the final discussion where the authors comment on possible solutions.
Despite the article is written by academics and experts on the subject, the language used remains clear and easy to understand even for who is not. Quoting the text, “… and cyber bullying (i.e., using the Internet to harass and bully others). “(Kowalski and Limber, 2007), this can be evaluated as an evidence of what stated above. Under a critical reading the article presents many repetitions such as the word ‘indicate’, which shows the reader the importance Cyber Bullying. According to Oxford Dictionary (2019), this word is used to suggest a desirable or necessary course of action. In more depth, the authors emphasise the importance of understanding when persuasive language is used in the first part of the article: words such as ‘prevention’, ‘incidents’ and ‘disruptive’, colour the article with an alarmist red.  
The writer identifies the major weakness of the article, on its data and evidences. The studies conducted cannot be reliable in relation of the disturbing claim made regarding Cyber Bullying, when the size of the samples is just enough to determine a local area – related problem. The authors use the Discussion section of the article to argue and propose solutions to tackle the phenomenon, referring to the study results. An example of this, can be found quoting the text:
It is recommended that school districts that allow cellular phones on campus prepare for this potential by ensuring that cellular phones policies are enforced with consistent consequences for students who use their phones during the school day (Kowalski, Limber and Agatston, 2007).
The purpose of the article becomes clearer line after line, when critically reading the last section. The language in the Discussion changes as well, becoming more academic and less objective; here, the reader is in front of the authors personal opinions. Cyber Bullying is seen and interpreted as a burden for young people, it affects their lives and their learning development as students. Have this been said, it is not possible to rely on such small sample size: 3767 and 150 students divided in two different studies, cannot be enough to determinate if the phenomenon hit a larger scale, than just local. In addiction to this, the writer is concerned in relation of the geographic limits of the study: the authors, the schools and the paper itself, are Americans and located in the United States. So, is this article valid and reliable to address an issue that is known to have an impact on young people from all over the world?
The two study cases also, trust the feedback received by the students regardless the fact that this kind of data is not a reliable source of information, especially when about Cyber Bullying. The collection of evidences is based on answers where the students have been asked questions about a topic, where lying remain the main way to protection; in more depth, it is impossible to determinate what is true and what is false, simply because of the delicate theme. 
The writer has been positively impressed by the attempt of the authors to address an issue that in recent times, have worsened rapidly. With the constructive intent of support academic works with more respectful ideas, the writer suggests repeating the study improving its settings. As deeply moved by the topic, a better case study should include different locations and a larger scale of young people; in addiction to this, an interesting improvement could be an insight of youths from different socioeconomical areas. In conclusion, an analysis of the psycho-sociological effects that Cyber Bullying can bring to young people along their learning development might be strongly suggested.
The writer wishes to thank the authors for their work, reminding the respectful purpose of this review.
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