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Does a child’s social class have an influence on their development and attainment?
Abstract
This research project will investigate if a child’s social class has an influence on their development and attainment within two schools in the Cardiff County area. The data and findings collected from the research will be evaluated to see if there is a correlation between a child’s social class and their development and attainment and give reason to why this may occur. The participants will be selected through random sampling and will consist of; thirty children, thirty parents and twenty teachers. Observations, interviews, and questionnaires will be used to provide both quantitative and qualitative data. Triangulation of these mixed methods will be used to provide credible and valid information relating to the research project. The Mosaic approach will also be utilized as it provides an insight into the child’s own perspective. All the findings from the research will be collected and stored electronically to later be evaluated and identify if a child’s social class does have an impact on their development and attainment. If there is a relationship between social class and attainment, it may also indicate how big the gap may be. Thorough planning will be undertaken to ensure that all ethical considerations are assessed and that they follow the General Data Protection Act (2018) and British Educational Research Association (BERA) (2018) guidelines. This includes storing all data and findings correctly in line with the Data Protection Act 2018, obtaining informed voluntary consent and providing each participant with an information sheet outing the research project and containing information of what is required from them. 
Literature review
Research is an important factor within the early years setting. Nolan, Macfarlane, and Cartmel (2013) state that research within the early years is vital as childhood sets out a child’s future. Therefore, it is important to understand if there is an inequality in development between children of different social classes as inequality may have a negative impact on them later in life. To understand if social class has an influence on a child’s development and attainment, one must first understand what social class is. Social class is typically defined as the separation of groups in society based upon their economic status. Weis and Dolby (2012) explain that a person’s social class is based on their income and their way of living. Nevertheless, using income as a way of determining social class can also cause issues. Revise Sociology (2016) say that focussing solely on an individual’s income does not determine their social class. It is therefore recommended that one should explore the whole concept of a person’s social class. 
It is suggested that a child’s social class does have an impact on their development and attainment. Dobson-Perez (2020) supports this idea and says that research over the last 70 years has shown class to have an impact on a child’s attainment. She supports this by explaining that there is a widening gap between children from the different classes. However, there are procedures and policies in place that should ensure no child is being discriminated against due to their social class. The UK Government (2014) explain the Equality Act 2010 and state that it ensures that no person is discriminated against. Despite this, it is stated that lower class children do not progress as much as upper-class children. The BBC (2016) explained findings from Tak Wing Chan which implied children were two times as likely to have a senior position at a company if their grandparents were from a higher social class. 
Most have the view that a child should not be disadvantaged due to their social class. The UK Government (2021) places great importance on a child’s success in school and say that it their educational success has an impact on their social class outcomes. The Guardian (2017) implies that a child’s social class has more of an influence on their attainment than their effort or ability. The Welsh Government has received funding to close the gap in education attainment between those children from higher income background and those from a more disadvantaged background. Lewis (2020) reported that Estyn found that even though the Government had received funding to prevent this, the gap had not reduced. However, some take the view that social class no longer has such a large influence on a child’s development and attainment. The UK Government (2017) state that the gap between disadvantaged children and those who are from more affluent families is closing. Despite this, the UK Government (2017) acknowledge that the gap is still evident and explain that the development gaps need to disappear. 
It is important to understand different aspects that have an influence on a child’s attainment and prevent children from being disadvantaged. Goodman and Gregg (2010) found that attitudes and behaviours of children in the lower classes had a negative impact on their attainment and development. Some research suggests that not only a child’s social class has an impact on their development and attainment but also aspects that are related to this such as behaviours, creates a bigger gap. All children should be treated fairly and given the same opportunities to succeed. UNICEF (no date) describe articles 28 and 29 ensure that children have a right to an education and a right to be treated equally. UNICEF (no date) continues by placing emphasis on how a child’s education is significant and can minimise poverty. 
A variety of plans have been put forward to reduce the gap between a child’s social class and their attainment. However, the University of Cambridge (2023) notes that most of these plans focusses on an attempt to change the working-class behaviour rather than assist in helping the working class’s circumstances. Some have also noted that COVID-19 has make the social class inequalities in education worse. Goudeau et al. (2021) states that COVID required parents to rely on online resources and many working-class families were unable to provide this, thus making the inequality worse. 
Methodological consideration
For this research project a mixture of primary and secondary research will be used. The primary research will include collecting data first-hand from the teachers, parents and children involved in my research. Secondary research will be completed by gathering information from books, articles etcetera that may support my ideas and give questions to explore. The UK Government (2018) suggests that secondary data collection is often beneficial as evaluations of the topic may have been completed before. Secondary sources can also give the opportunity to reflect on the findings and analyse them. It also presents the opportunity to support my finings from research or data that other people have collected. VanderStoep and Johnston (2008) explain that good research is conducted when researchers choose the appropriate research methods. The sample will be conducted from my research on two primary schools in the Cardiff County area, one school will be from an affluent area and the other school will be from a more disadvantaged area. Baker and Charvat (2008) state that when the correct sample is chosen, explanations or findings of a population can be made. The schools will be chosen for convenience. However, random sampling will be used to select each of the individuals used in my research. This will provide everyone with a fair chance of being selected. 
Informal interviews will be used on twenty teachers (ten from each setting), observe thirty children (fifteen in each setting) and hand out questionnaires to thirty parents (fifteen in each setting). McNeill and Chapman (2005) explain that informal interviews consist of topic areas that need to be covered using open ended questions. Equal samples will be used to conduct research so that the data demonstrates fair findings from each setting. The chosen methods of conducting research will provide both qualitative and quantitative data. The UK Government (2018) describes qualitative data is data or information that is written and quantitative data as data that contains numerical information. A sample of twenty teachers has been chosen as this number is not too high, interviews can be time consuming, and this number should be manageable and not take too much time. A sample of thirty children has been chosen as this generates data that is more representative of the population without being too time consuming. 
A chosen method is to interview teachers as it provides quantitative data as they provide personal experiences and opinions from those who educate young children. These interviews can give insight into how social class may influence children’s attainment and can allow one to probe into why this may occur. The questions will be unstructured. McLeod (2023) describes how unstructured interviews create detailed conversations and in-depth findings. However, the findings from these interviews may be hard to generalize. Teachers may have different experiences for example, some teachers who have worked in an education setting with young children for a longer period may have more knowledge of how a child’s class has an impact on their attainment and development. Newby (2014) explains that interviews are beneficial as they offer a sense of flexibility, if a question is not understood it can be altered for a better understanding. Despite being valid to my research, the interviews may be very time consuming. This is why only interview ten teachers from each setting. The halo effect is an important factor to consider when conducting interviews. This occurs when a person’s initial judgement on someone has impact on how they view that person. Gabrieli (2021) describes the influences of the halo effect and says that a person’s physical appearance causes individuals to have assumptions and evaluations of them. It is important as a researcher to remain neutral, to avoid any bias being projected onto the participants.
Children will be observed in a classroom setting as a non-participant as this may give better results. Observations can give a deeper insight into children’s own experiences and views by providing quantitative data. Newby (2014) states that quantitative data forms conclusions from its findings. By observing them in a classroom setting, it ensures that the children feel safe in a natural setting. These observations can also provide accurate data as I will be recording all the findings myself. Smidt (2005) takes the opinion that observations are the best method to understand how much children learn and how they obtain this knowledge. On the other hand, there may be bias in my findings. This may be due to accusations being made from the observations, something could be identified which may have a different meaning to what I have perceived. Observations may also cause ethical concerns to arise. The findings from my observations will also be difficult to quantify as each child is different and as there is no set structure to what I’m observing, the notes I write as I am observing will most likely differ on each child. However, Smidt (2005) notes that making notes on observations provide evidence of what has been observed. It must also be considered that by writing notes, observations of children may cause they children to act in an unnatural way due to their acknowledgement of being observed. 
By handing out questionnaires to parents’ qualitative data will be obtained. VanderStoep and Johnston (2008) explains that qualitative data allows representations of larger populations to be made. This will improve the generalizability of the findings. It will show peoples perspectives on the issue of social class and attainment. Each question in the questionnaire will be short and clear. Nolan, Macfarlane, and Cartmel (2013) place emphasis on this to ensure the questions are easily understood. Due to the possible sensitive nature of the topic chosen the questionnaires will contain closed questions and will use a labelled Likert scale to avoid any upset or trauma. Nolan, Macfarlane, and Cartmel (2013) discuss how using a Likert scale gives a larger variety of generalizable answers. Parents may feel upset discussing how their income may affect their child. Questionnaires however will provide valid data as I will have chosen the questions myself so that they fit my research question. The results from my questionnaires may provide comparable data. This means that I can compare the data from the parents in both settings and analyse the findings to understand their views on if they think children’s attainment is affected by their social class. The UK Government (2018) however, suggests that questionnaires may only provide information of a small geographical location. The data may only show the impact of social class on child attainment within the Cardiff area. Although the data will be valid to what is being researched, the answers provided by the parents may be dishonest. Some may give dishonest answers if they feel ashamed of their social class or income and therefore my data may suggest there isn’t as big of an issue. Another limitation of using questionnaires is they will not provide explanations with why parents have selected certain answers on each question. 
Case studies have not been chosen as a method in the research as it focuses solely on a particular person or group. Gaille (2018) explains that case studies require a small sample size. The aim of this research is to analyse different social class groups to see if it does influence their attainment. Gaille (2018) continues by stating that case studies take a very long time to complete. Therefore, other methods have been chosen for this project. Interviews have not been chosen for the children due to their ages. They may not understand what social class is and why this may impact their learning. If children were interviewed, it may also create ethical concerns as the topic may be upsetting to them. 
The use of mixed method research and triangulation can ensure the validity and credibility of research. McNeill and Chapman (2005) imply that researchers should now understand the significance of using mixed method research. This is supported by Holmes (2018) who explains that mixed methods in research provide a deeper understanding of the topic. Therefore, the use of quantitate and qualitative methods may give a better understanding of if or why a child’s social class may have an impact on their attainment. Mixed methods in this research as research will be conducted that will supply quantitative and qualitative data. Triangulation would provide support for my own findings. Holmes (2018) says that triangulation is the process of comparing and combining different aspects of research to increase the findings validity.
The mosaic approach is used in part in this research project. The National Children’s Bureau (2016) defines the mosaic approach as the way in which children’s viewpoints are listened to so they can lead their own learning. The Mosaic approach will be used as observations of the children will provide data that is based off the children’s own ideas. As part of the research, drawings are also going to be observed and looked at to see if the children can draw how they feel they be affected by their social class rather than discussing it. This type of approach ensures that the child’s voice is listened to within the research. In support of this is Brandao and Theodotou (2020) who describe that the mosaic approach and the Reggio Emilia approach allow a deeper understanding to be made of children’s perspectives. The observations of the children’s interactions generally also give insight into their perspectives which relates back to the mosaic approach. The Reggio Emilia approach will also be considered in this research through observations as it correlates with the mosaic approach in that children can demonstrate how they truly feel. Berg (2021) advises that the Reggio Emilia approach motivates children to express how they truly feel through being creative and being themselves. This is beneficial to the research project as it is important for the children to be honest, so the information is more valid.
Ethical considerations
Cambridge dictionary (2023) defines ethics as the behaviour that is determined by morals and values. Ethics should be considered when doing any research, this helps to avoid any harm coming to the participants because of the researcher. In contrast to the definition, Early Education (2011) states that ethics are particularly difficult to define due to its complicated nature. All ethical considerations will follow ethical policy and procedure. If ethics are not explored thoroughly enough ethical situations may arise like the Bobo Doll experiment. McLeod (2023) explains how Albert Banduras bobo doll experiment may have caused the children involved long term suffering. This will be avoided in this research project. All aspects of this research project will follow the BERA and GDPA 2018 guidelines. BERA (2018) suggest that researchers do follow these guidelines as it ensures ethical research is undertaken. In addition to this, BERA (2018) continue by stating that all participants should be treated equally. Therefore, all participants in this research project will be treated equally regardless of their age, gender, or social class. 
During this research project voluntary informed consent will be obtained from each of the participants. The NSPCC (2020) Informs that voluntary informed consent should be considered for the whole duration of the research.  An information sheet given to the participants will detail what is required of the participant and the reasons why the research is taking place. The University of Cambridge (2023) states that an information sheet is important as it provides information about the research project. This information sheet will give the participants enough knowledge so that they understand what is being asked of them. Early Education (2011) discusses that a researcher must ensure that the code of ethics is followed to obtain informed consent from every individual involved in the research. To get informed voluntary consent in this project, headteachers, teachers, parents and children will all need to give consent. University of Wales Trinity St David (2022) explain that research on a child under the age of 16 requires parental consent. In some research only a child’s parents are asked to give consent for their child to be a participant in research. However, for this research project each child will also be asked to give consent as well.  Powell et al. (2011) identify that gatekeepers (headteachers in this case) may be overprotective and not want to give information regarding the participants needed for the research. Data will have to be collected from this research via gatekeepers as headteachers will have to grant permission before the research can take place. McFayden and Rankin (2016) define a gatekeeper as someone who control the access to information about those involved in research. No participant should feel pressurized that they must take part in the research project. Early Education (2011) describes the code of ethics as ensuring all action should be taken to prevent unethical situations from arising. Although the children will be observed in a natural setting to obtain valid results, they will also be informed of what research is taking place to avoid any deception. The health care and professions council (2021) say that informed consent ensures participants do not object to aspects of confidentiality. All participants will be informed of their rights, including their right to withdraw from the research project at any stage. UK Research and Innovation (2023) states that participants should be informed of their right to withdraw but they can be given a date that withdrawal must be submitted by. This right to withdraw will be included as part of their informed consent. UK data service (2023) explain that a participant right to withdraw should be outlined in their information sheet. This will be done in this research project. Under no circumstances will the researcher place pressure on any of the participants to persuade them to remain a part of the research project. Wu, Pleskac and Speekenbrink (2022) suggest that if participants feel they are under pressure due to time, then they may make rushed choices. UNICEFs article 12 will always be followed. Each child has the right to their own opinion and views (UNICEF 2010). If a child decides they no longer be a participant in the research, then they will be allowed to do so. 
No incentives will be used in this project regardless of what type of method is being used (whether this be the observations, interviews, or questionnaires). Sheffield Hallam University (2015) suggests that incentives may cause the participants to provide answers which may best please the researcher rather than being true to what the participant thinks. Any incentive may be viewed as a bribe to take part in the research and make generate inaccurate results. Children’s health and well-being is paramount and therefore, no bribes such as sweets or chocolate will be used. Calderon (2021) explains that when a researcher chooses to use incentives it is extremely difficult to select the right one.
In this research project, there may be a risk to the researcher, accusations may be made by any of the participants or others who may be involved in the research (for example other teachers or parents). University of Essex (2023) suggest that a risk assessment must be undertaken to predict possible risks and prevent them. To reduce risk in this research, all the correct policies and procedures will be adhered to. The research may also create risks to the university, it may do this by accusations being made against the researcher, giving the University a negative view. The University of Essex (2023) suggests that through risk, the researcher may damage a university’s reputation. Again, to avoid this, all the correct procedures and policies will be followed. Although all the correct policies and procedures will be followed, it may be difficult to identify all possible risks. ERIC (2019) supports this and explains that analysing possible harms and risks is a complicated task. The participants are at risk of being in emotional distress because of the research project. The University of Essex (2023) explains that safeguarding or emotional risks may put the researcher in a troublesome position. If any emotional distress was to occur, all research with that participant would cease. Whitney and Evered (2022) states that qualitative research can often cause participants to experience emotional distress due to the lack of set questions and answers. To avoid emotional distress with the children being observed, the researcher will be eased into their setting. Visiting a few times before the observation take place. Qualitative research methods, such as the interviews or observations, can cause risks to the participants physical or mental state (Taquette and Souza 2022). 
Each participant will be educated on all privacy aspects of the research. These aspects will follow the GDPA 2018 standards. The UK Government (no date) describes that any person who is accountable for collecting personal information is required to follow these rules. The Data Protection Act 2018 places significance on the point of people having access to data about themselves (UK Government, no date). In this research project, participants will be asked if they would like to see the information that has been gathered about them. If participants say yes, then they will be able to view the data this data. All data collected will provide the participants with anonymity and confidentiality to protect them from any harm. Ethical research involving children () states that to be a successful researcher, one must ensure that no children are harmed because of the research that they’re a participant in. No names will be used on any part of the research. However, participants will be educated that if any illegal or harmful behaviour is highlighted or witnessed in the research then the necessary authorities will be notified. Consequently, anonymity and confidentiality will be broken in this case. Surmiak (2019) explains that if any of this illegal behaviour occurs then the researcher is placed in a complex position as they are required to follow the law but also the data protection act. All information and findings will be stored correctly following the Data protection Act 2018. According to Burton-Hughes (2014) the data protection act requires those gathering personal information to be accountable to ensure that all data is stored safely and correctly. All filed uploaded to a password protected hard drive will be deleted after the research project is completed. 
According to Powell et al. (2011) there is ethical concerns that when children are participants in research, their voice and perspective is not always listened to. This will be prevented in this research project by using the mosaic approach and observing children to understand their perspectives.  
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