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Cognition is constantly built 

throughout the evolution of  

society and a person’s life.
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In fact, a new concept is generated based on

the combination of notions already known,

but it is usually hard for us to notice the

process of the combination. We will feel it is a

natural process.
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Gilles Fauconnier Mark Turner

Conceptual Integration Theory
(conceptual blending)
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Cross-space mapping

emergent 

meaning

Conceptual Integration Network
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Why can associative 
characters be explained with 

this theory?
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Why can associative characters be 

explained with this theory?

⚫ One associative character is comprised of two or more 

protoforms or characters to form its meaning.

⚫ Many of them are not a simple combination of meanings. 

⚫ Analyse them need a wide range of information related to 

them we have known to figure out where their meanings 

come from, which is what the theory suggests. 
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《說文解字》：「辭，訟也。从𤔔，𤔔猶理辜也。𤔔，理也。𤔲，籀文辭从司。」1

The Shuowen Jiezi said, ‘Ci 辭 means statements from litigants in a lawsuit, having Luan 𤔔

as a semantic constituent that means trying an offender. Luan 𤔔 means trying a case. Ci 𤔲

is its zhouwen script, having Si 司 as a semantic constituent.’

Xu Kai 徐鍇 said, ‘It consists of Luan 𤔔 and Xin 辛.’2

Why did the ancient people use 

Luan 𤔔 and Xin 辛 to present the 

meaning of Ci 辭? 

辭
Ci 

111. Shuzihua shuowen jiezi, 數字化《說文解字》, <https://szsw.bnu.edu.cn/> [accessed 22 March 2024]

2. Xiao xuetang 小學堂, <https://xiaoxue.iis.sinica.edu.tw/> [accessed 24 March 2024]

https://szsw.bnu.edu.cn/
https://xiaoxue.iis.sinica.edu.tw/


《說文解字》：「𤔔，治也。幺子相亂，𠬪治之也。讀若亂同。一曰理也。 ，古
文𤔔。 」3

The Shuowen Jiezi said, ‘Luan 𤔔 means ‘to tidy something’. Chaotic silk is tidied by hands. 

Its pronunciation is same as 亂 Luan. is its guwen script.’

Original meaning ：

A person tidies 

chaotic silk by 

hand

The small seal script

說文‧𠬪部

The bronze inscription 

A hand

琱生簋(金)

Chaotic silk 

Another hand 
or a holder

Luan

123. Shuzihua shuowen jiezi, 數字化《說文解字》, <https://szsw.bnu.edu.cn/> [accessed 22 March 2024]

https://szsw.bnu.edu.cn/


《說文解字》：「辛，秋時萬物成而孰。金剛味辛，辛痛即泣出。」4

The Shuowen Jiezi said, ‘Xin 辛 represents the state of plants ripening in autumn. 

The taste of ripe plants is spicy (Xin 辛). One will cry when they taste something 

spicy.’

Xin

說文‧辛部

The small seal script

鳶且辛卣(金)

The bronze inscription 

鐵164.4(甲)

The oracle bone inscription

The initial meaning is 

associated with guilt. 
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Guo Moruo 郭沫若 said, ‘It looks like a knife which is used to punish offenders 

in ancient times, using the knife to signify guilt.’5

4. Shuzihua shuowen jiezi, 數字化《說文解字》, <https://szsw.bnu.edu.cn/> [accessed 22 March 2024]

5. Xiao xuetang 小學堂, <https://xiaoxue.iis.sinica.edu.tw/> [accessed 24 March 2024]

Extensional meaning not the original meaning

https://szsw.bnu.edu.cn/
https://xiaoxue.iis.sinica.edu.tw/


Conceptual Integration Network

𤔔 Luan

The bronze inscription of 
Luan 𤔔 is like a person 
tidying chaotic silk.

Oher things 
related to tidying

It means a kind 
of knife that is 

used to punish 
offenders

Magistrate
Input Space 1

辛 Xin

Input Space 2

Generic Space 

Blended Space 14

Guilt

Offender

everything 
about guilt



Conceptual Integration Network

𤔔 Luan

human beings

One who enforces 

punishment and the 

punished.

Input Space 1

辛 Xin

Input Space 2

Generic Space 

Magistrate Offender

Blended Space 

relationships

15

Guilt



Conceptual Integration Network

𤔔 Luan

Magistrate 

human beings

Input Space 1

辛 Xin

Input Space 2

Generic Space 

Blended Space 

relationships

Offender

When a magistrate is going to judge 
an offender, usually the offender will 
try to defend themselves against the 
claim as much as possible in order to 
mitigate the punishment.

Statements 

from litigants 

in a lawsuit

Guilt

16

Blend

Complete

Elaborate

Emergent meaning
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Conclusion

⚫ Luan𤔔 is like a person tidying 

chaotic silk by hand

⚫ Ci 辭 consists of Luan 𤔔 and Xin 辛. 

⚫ Xin辛 is the same.

Tidying everything

Magistrate 
who can settle complex litigation

The process of metonymy

18
The original meaning of guilt Offender 

In a metonymic way



Conclusion

⚫ The meaning of Ci 辭, statements from litigants in a 

lawsuit, can be deduced through combining the 

meaning of magistrate and offender, the identity 

relationship between them and our knowledge.

⚫ The Conceptual Integration Theory is a good way to 

help us understand how the meaning of associative 

characters is formed.
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