



An examination of how crime and anti-social behaviour affects local communities.
To examine the effects of how crime and antisocial behaviour affect local communities. It is important to understand precisely what antisocial behaviour is and how this can affect local communities. To better understand the effects, it is necessary to look at historical cases of crime and antisocial behaviour that changed communities, and for this example, George Floyd proved to be a good example. 
The term anti-social behaviour is when someone causes harm, harassment or distress to others. It also includes things such as verbal abuse, threatening behaviour, the use of drugs and alcohol, vandalism, graffiti, people playing loud music in their homes and in their cars, etc (Home Office, 2023) and (Metropolitan Police, 2023). In regard to communities, these are places where more than one person lives, and the majority of the people in the communities share the same cultural and ethnic beliefs (Oxford English Dictionary, 2023). Due to the communities being small places, antisocial and criminal behaviour can be a major issue within the communities (Home Office, 2023) and (Victim Support, 2023). This can cause different perceptions from different people about the areas within each community (Taylor & Francis Online, 2013).
George Floyd was a forty-six-year-old African-American man who was originally from Houston, Texas, but lived in Minneapolis, Minnesota for several years. During George’s arrest process, one officer immediately pulled out his gun, put his hands on George, and pulled him out of the car he was sitting in. George was eventually handcuffed and became compliant after being told he was being arrested for handing over a counterfeit twenty-dollar bill. However, George would not get into the police car as he was claustrophobic. During this time, police officers continued to get George into the car. However, one officer pulled George away from the vehicle and caused him to fall. George laid facing down on the floor. George was very distressed at this time, and one of the officers then placed his knee between George’s head and neck for nine minutes plus. During this time, George repeated twenty times to the officer, stating that he could not breathe. He was begging and pleading continuously, but the officer would not listen to him, and therefore, George was unlawfully killed by a Minneapolis police officer. George Floyd died on the twenty fifth of May 2020. The police officer who killed George was arrested (BBC News, 2023) and (The New York Times, 2023).
[bookmark: _Hlk147680207]In Minneapolis, Minnesota the statistics show that in 2020, there was an increase in crime, and antisocial behaviour such as violent crimes, rape, aggravated assault, and murder had increased by 58.1 percent (Rosengren, 2023).
Due to the increased levels of crime and antisocial behaviour in 2020, this could have contributed to how George Floyd was treated. However, after George’s death, crime rates and antisocial behaviour increased dramatically afterwards towards the police services nationwide (Rosengern, 2023). This outrage happened through riots, and a Black Lives Matter foundation was created to protect black people (CBS News, 2021).
The police officer's actions towards George Floyd were very unprofessional as they should not have turned up and pulled their gun out, pulled him out of the car with force and then kneeled in between his head and neck, preventing him from breathing. This is bad police practice (The Guardian, 2023). The death of George Floyd could have been avoided if the reaction to the crime was justified. For example, the use of force was unnecessary because it was a twenty-dollar counterfeit note (Sky News, 2023) and (Ruiz, 2020). However, the officers did have the right to restrain when George became uncooperative. The measures used should have been reasonable, and up until that point, the police officers should have been attempting to defuse the situation to prevent the behaviour from escalating (INDEPENDENT, 2021). George Floyd could have been treated as a human, not an animal. If the officers worked as a team to communicate with George calmly and reassuringly, the situation could have had a better and positive outcome (College of Policing, 2020). Within the United Kingdom and the United States, there are codes of practice in place for police officers to follow at all times. The codes of practices include honesty and integrity, authority, respect and courtesy, equality and diversity, use of force, orders and instructions, duties and responsibilities, confidentiality, fitness for work, conduct and challenging and reporting improper behaviour. The police principles also include accountability, fairness, honesty, integrity, leadership, objectivity, openness, respect and selflessness (College of Policing, 2014) and (International Association of Chiefs of Police, 2023). 
The death of George Floyd was unacceptable, and different factors may have contributed to his death, such as racism and discrimination (Eichstaedt, et al., 2021). One factor that needs to be considered is the community that the officers were patrolling. Due to a high fentanyl drug issue and other increased crimes in the area, such as murder, rape and other antisocial crimes being committed, this is a high risk situation for the police officers (Rosengren, 2023). This could have impacted the police officer’s behaviours and actions towards George. This demonstrates that different perceptions of different communities can affect outcomes. For example, suppose one area has increased crimes and antisocial behaviour. In that case, police officers are more likely to react in a way that ensures their safety when intervening in different situations compared to another area that has less crime, where police officers will be lenient as they feel safer (UK Parliament, 2023). Police officers within the less crime areas are more likely to be calmer and react professionally and calmly, following all codes of conduct to ensure a lawful arrest is made (College of Policing, 2014) and (International Association of Chiefs of Police, 2023). In the communities where increased crimes appear, the trust between communities and the police is reduced. Whereas in areas with fewer crimes being committed have more trust between the members of the public and the police (National Policing Improvement Agency, 2008).
The riots began on the twenty sixth of May 2020, the day after George Floyd’s murder. It began in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Protests occurred because of the police brutality, racism and the lack of police accountability of George Floyd and quickly turned into riots. Protests, although originating in Minneapolis, quickly spread to other cities within the United States of America and became an international incident in which the United Kingdom was involved (Silverstein, 2023). The process of protests turning into riots seemed to mirror the events in Minneapolis (The Guardian, 2023). This had a massive impact on the people living in and around Minneapolis. The riots caused damage to the communities that were affected, with people’s businesses and homes vandalised (Zilber, 2021) and (Holder & Akinnibi, 2023). The riots also caused uncertainty within the community as they did not know if they were safe. There was now an increased lack of trust between the people living in the community and the police services after the murder of George Floyd (UCL News, 2023), (The Guardian, 2023) and (Brantingham, et al., 2022). The riots in this regard demonstrate the reaction that can happen when the police can not be trusted to look after the public's best interest and shows the consequences for everyone in the community. As many were not involved in the riots, however, were directly affected by them (National Institute of Justice, 2013). They also highlight that there is a fundamental problem within the police services that caused an international incident (McHarris, 2023). More needs to be done to reduce the alienation of minority groups that is causing such unrest. However, this is not solely a police issue, as socio-ecological issues and other issues not in the remit of the police also play a factor (McHarris, 2023). The police, therefore, are the face that people see rather than the sole reason for all the communities’ problems.
The Black Lives Matter Foundation was originally formed in 2013 in the United States but became a nationwide foundation. This foundation was created to prevent racism and police brutality against black people. Over the years, there has been an increase in support. However, there are times when this fluctuates up and down (Britannica, 2023), (CBS News, 2021) and (Horowitz, et al., 2023).
After the death of George Floyd, the riots and the Black Lives Matter Foundation took place and formed. There was still a lot of mistrust between the police and black communities (National Police Chief’s Council, 2023). The Black Lives Matter foundation, although giving a voice to a minority group, can also reduce the relationship between the police and these communities by instilling a them vs us mentality, which reduces effective policing (NBC News, 2023). This distrust of the police was the issue that fuelled the riots after George Floyd’s death and needs to be fixed before the police can effectively do their jobs to ensure the safety of the communities (McHarris, 2023). It is evident then that police trust is fundamental to the ability of the police to police communities effectively and that the breakdown of this trust affects the police services and the community. They are there to protect and serve (UK Parliament, 2023).
The consequences of the riots have been that the people within the community of Minneapolis and surrounding areas have wanted to defund the police entirely (Levin, 2023) and (Fleetwood & Lea, 2020). However, with this not happening, there were initially around nine hundred police officers serving in Minneapolis and is now being served by six hundred police officers (The New York Times, 2023) and (Cummings, 2023). After George Floyd’s murder, police officers stayed away from where he was killed to allow the people living in the community and surrounding areas to gather, grieve, and remember George Floyd together (Holder & Akinnibi, 2023). However, with officers staying away, there has been an increase in robberies and murders, which has caused more unrest for those living in and around the community of Minneapolis (Holder & Akinnibi, 2023). 
[bookmark: _Hlk148530219]In order to have effective police services within their communities, they need to have effective communication between themselves, the communities and other organisations (College of Policing, 2023). They also need to have trust with the members of the public and to gain this, they need to be as transparent as possible, and this way, they can gain confidence with each other. This can be done in person, on the telephone, via social media, etc. Being transparent shows honesty and openness (Jackson & Bradford, 2010) and (College of Policing, 2023). Police officers need advanced training and skills to interact and deal with the public when issues occur and when intervening in incidents. This can be taught in conflict management training (College of Policing, 2023). Another skill they can learn is active listening. This is done by listening to what the public wants or needs thoroughly. It allows them to feel heard and listened to when engaging with police. It also allows them to express concerns about a person or an area within the community. Repeating back to the person and asking them further questions about a concern or incident shows that you are engaged with what they are saying or explaining to you (College of Policing, 2023). In order to carry out their duties professionally and treat the public within the communities with respect and equality, they need to follow the code of ethics and principles at all times (College of Policing, 2014). Another thing police officers can do to be more involved with the public is to participate in different events where police officers and the public can get involved to build a rapport. This can be done through patrolling the streets, open day events, a careers fair, meetings, etc (South Wales Police, 2023), (Metropolitan Police, 2023) and (College of Policing, 2023).
In conclusion, police officers should not have pulled a gun out on George Floyd or put him in a chokehold and restricted his breathing the way they did (The Guardian, 2023). The officers could have dealt with George Floyd more positively as they could have approached him more calmly and explained to him what was happening beforehand as George Floyd had not left the area, and he was calm when they arrived. They did not need to escalate the situation on arrival or use any force (Rubin, 2021). Antisocial behaviour and policing the local communities need to change. In order to do this, there seems to be less crime when police officers are around and visible. Also, police officers need to be more involved with community events to gain the public's trust and confidence. It also builds honesty and transparency between the people and the police officers. In order to gain the public's trust and respect, good communication skills are needed, including active listening skills and being more friendly and approachable. It is a good way to gain their confidence, and just being honest and transparent will allow them to provide information to officers, knowing they will be protected and safe within their community (Jackson & Bradford, 2010) and (College of Policing, 2023). However, one major barrier that prevents the police from obtaining a higher social standard is antisocial behaviour and crime. The fact that police deal with dangerous situations involving different types of criminals and crimes increases the likelihood of officers feeling unsafe and needing to protect themselves (College of Policing, 2023). This exposure to the worst of society on a daily basis takes a toll, and efforts need to be made to look after the mental health of police officers. This will increase public relations as police have a better mindset when dealing with antisocial behaviour and crimes (College of Policing, 2023).
In an effort to increase public relations with the police, a number of reforms were needed, including budget cuts, and many states have either banned, restricted or amended their policies regarding chokeholds. The states have also restricted the law enforcement’s use of less lethal weapons such as rubber bullets, pepper spray and tear gases during protests, and these have been put into law. A duty of law enforcement officers to intervene in cases of excessive or illegal force or misconduct has been created in twelve states and Washington, DC. Officers who do not abide by this will have penalties ranging from discretionary decertification to criminal liability. Eleven states out of twelve have also included that it is a requirement for all officers to report any excessive force or misconduct to their supervisors. Eight states have created a duty to render medical aid for anyone under an officer’s custody or care. This means the person in custody is entitled to medical treatment at any time. Some states also require officers to intervene, report or render medical aid when they witness the use of chokeholds (Subramanian & Arzy, 2023).
The effects of antisocial behaviour and crime within communities are varied and vast. It can affect housing, the local economy, drug use, increase in violent attacks, etc (Home Office, 2023). George Floyd provided a good example to use to demonstrate how antisocial behaviour and crime can influence the perceptions and attitudes of communities and the police service. However, there are many other examples that could have been used to demonstrate the antisocial behaviour and crime in the community without any racial attitudes being included (College of Policing, 2023). The main theme that can be seen while researching antisocial behaviour and crime within communities seems to be perception. The perception of the community of the police and the perception of the police on the community changes the way that they work together. When communities feel threatened by the police, there is an increase in antisocial behaviour and crime, and police officers are less effective. The opposite is also true when police officers feel threatened, they are less effective and are more likely to make mistakes that harm the relationship between the community and the police (College of Policing, 2023). Efforts need to be made on both sides to improve the relationship between the police officers and the community. However, suppose antisocial behaviour and crime continue, and the police officers have to use more drastic actions to reduce crime. In that case, improving the relationship between the two proves to be an almost impossible task (College of Policing, 2023). Although this may be the case, there have been instances where the police and the community's relationship have improved over time due to initiatives run by the police, and these demonstrate the relationship can be improved in the right circumstances (Longstaff, et al., 2015). 
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