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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 
How are the police and public being challenged by the new generation of vehicle crime?
Vehicle crime is getting increasingly difficult for the police service. With the new generation of technology enabling organised crime groups to steal vehicles with ease, and the police service not being able to act due to the laws and policies in place (Metropolitan Police, 2021). 
Vehicle crime can be vague, differentiating between traffic laws, fraud theft and more, but by understanding how the new generation of vehicle crime is taking place it can be beneficiary as it could protect the public from new developing methods of crime (Metropolitan Police, 2021). 
In London 60% of vehicle theft was committed using signal jammers displaying the threat of new technology (Home Office 2024). Tracking devices on vehicles are important as it can speed up the process of the police finding an individual’s stolen car, and sometimes the police can rely on the vehicle’s location (iCompario, 2022). This topic can be used to gauge an understanding of how the public feel the police are dealing with new methods of vehicle theft and the threat it poses in the eyes of the public. 
When someone’s vehicle has been stolen, it can lead to more issues than just a lost car. This is due to people using cars for their livelihood possibly leading to job loss then the knock-on effects can be immeasurable which is why the police being able to act is so important (Tracker, 2021). This is a subject that needs to be researched and acted on, and is why new solutions need to be put in place to counteract the increasing amount of technology related vehicle crime. 
Another serious issue is when vehicles are being cloned, this not only affects the owner of the car that has been cloned but also the police in investigating a crime where a clone vehicle has been used. Car developers have brought many new adaptions to vehicles such as keyless entry, not needing a key to drive, vehicle tracking, using apps to unlock cars and more, but it is also what organised groups are using to manipulate these vehicles (University of South Wales, 2023). 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
Research Aim 
Understanding public perception of vehicle crime with a new generation of vehicle crime and technology. 
With new technology such as signal jamming, keyless entry/start, changing car databases and vehicle cloning it brings a serious issue to people living in the UK. With police services not having the resources to be able to investigate certain vehicle thefts further, and sometimes not being able to act even when the owner is aware of a vehicle’s whereabouts (iCompario, 2022). 
By researching how a new generation of vehicle crime is taking place it can be beneficial. It brings forward areas of interest for the police service and supplies them with how the police can reduce these methods whilst also supporting the public’s confidence.
Objective 1
Outline the different types of vehicle crime and how advanced technology has increased organised groups capabilities.
By understanding different methods of vehicle crime, it benefits the reader with a knowledge of what the topic question is researching. 
When considering the variety of vehicle crime, it is important to ascertain how new technology is increasing in the use of vehicle crime, and sometimes making it an easier for organised crime groups (University of South Wales, 2023). 
Vehicle jamming has become the main method used in London as 60% of vehicle theft is using signal jammers, which is normally used by organised groups who have already got the target vehicle in place which makes it a pre-meditated crime (Home Office, 2025).
Objective 2
Analyse the impact of new generation vehicle crime by researching statistics and established articles.
Using government statistics is an important way of collating statistics about how vehicle crime is impacting communities. It also supplies information about where the police can work on organising resources and investigating vehicle crime (Humpherson, 2019). It also can help parliament put forward the need for a change in laws and new laws on how the police can tackle advanced technology and its use in vehicle crime. Another way to gather statistics can be done by the use of articles researching new technology and new methods of vehicle theft.
Objective 3
Examine the public’s perception on vehicle crime and how it impacts the confidence in the police.
The main use of research for public’s perception can be a survey as it displays an unbiased opinion coming straight from the publics point of view. The use of a survey can also displays areas possibly overlooked which needs the polices attention, displaying why public confidence of the police may be suffering when it comes to vehicle theft and crime (Vulnerability and Policing Futures, 2024). 
By ascertaining the publics age, the area they live and profession, it can display a possible link on where these vehicle thefts are taken place and how an individual’s difference in age can show a level of awareness when it comes to vehicle theft.

Objective 4
Recommend improvements needed to boost public confidence in the polices ability to resolve vehicle theft.
By using the statistics from surveys and statistics from government websites it displays areas where improvements need to be made. By collecting this evidence, it supports police initiatives to boost public confidence and possibly changing or adding new laws to make the use of signal jamming a less lucrative method of crime. It also helps victims understand they are not alone, and that many others have been affected by newer techniques of vehicles crime. It also lets people argue whether the vehicle corporations and the police service are doing enough to ensure the security of vehicles.

	THEORETICAL CONTEXT: 
Office of National Statistics (2025) supplies important statistics in the UK as it is in depth with the number of different statistics on vehicle crime and vehicle theft making it an important part of research.
Government reports can be an important part of displaying the severity of a crime and how it is affecting the UK, which is why using Government statistics can be beneficial, for example 40% of vehicle theft in England and Wales is being committed using vehicle jammers (Home Office 2025). So, by using government reports it would support the argument of how new technology is affecting the UK’s ability to be policed by its police service and why it needs to be changed. The government have also displayed new laws that came in place in February 2025 increasing the punishment of owning a vehicle jamming device (Home Office 2025).
Car manufacturer and insurance journals and articles have established articles on different vehicle crime making the public aware on what different vehicle crime is happening in the UK, and what the public can do to reduce it happening to themselves. For example, land rover explains what different security measures an owner can do to deter theft (Land Rover, 2025). By informing car owners of the security risks and how to install measure to protect their car’s, does it help vehicle owners or does it help car thieves with gaining knowledge on how to get around vehicle’s security. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
A questionnaire of people who have been affected by vehicle crime can display its impact, and by doing it through the method of a questionnaire can support claims of how damaging vehicle theft can be (Tracker, 2021). It can also be beneficial to understand whether technology was used for the theft and if so, what type of technology?
A survey of the general public regarding vehicle crime can give a better overlook at the general public’s opinion and why there needs to be a change in the way vehicle theft is policed. It may also show positives within the police giving possible counter arguments which can also support research. By asking around 15 to 20 questions with at least 100 participants of different age groups, it should support statistics from government information, but also has a chance to differentiate (Rashid, 2024).




	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
A survey aimed at the general population is a great system of research for supporting the topics title. It may also open up ideas on how the public believe it needs to be policed. It could signify issues with the police service, car manufacturers and the UK’s parliament which can support research from other articles and statistics.
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