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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

A critical analysis of the cost of adult reoffending in England and Wales.




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 

Evaluate the cost of adult  reoffending in England and Wales.

To explore the prevalence of reoffending in the adult population in England and Wales.

Ascertain the cost of reoffending in England and Wales. 

Evaluating the public's perception and attitude toward how reoffending impacts their community.



	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:

Throughout England and Wales there are a current total of 43 police forces, Allen and Carthew (2024) stated that this figure stands as of March 31st 2023. These statistics include forces such as the British Transport Police and those on the  Central service Secondments.
In the (Wales Reducing Reoffending Plan 2022-2025) they stated that they have the opportunity to things differently, the aim of this plan is to work closely with the HM Prison services and the HM Probation services so that by working as one it aims to create a more seamless work environment meaning that they can help to create a better outcome for those who within the criminal justice system.
Clark (2024) stated that throughout 2021 and 2022 over 24.9 percent of offenders who were released from a prison in England and Wales did go on to reoffend. Since 2008/09 the rate for reoffending fluctuated from a high of 31.6% whereas in 2020/21 the rate dropped as low as 24%.
As discussed on (Ministry of Justice, 2024)  on the proven reoffending statistics: July to September 2022, adult reoffending had a proven reoffending rate of 26.2%, this was an increase of 1.2% since the same quarter from 2021, causing an increase of 0.8% over the previous quarter. However it was discussed that in the quarters that were affected by the pandemic, the reoffending rate for adults had experienced a slight decline over time, however the pandemic did result in some unpredictability and distinct behaviours between October and December 2018 and October and December 2020.
Williams et al, (2023) discussed a survey that was completed by 257 people who are on probation. This was a part of a health needs assessment, they compared these results with the general public from the National Survey for Wales from 2021/2022. As discussed those who were on probation were 4.2 times more likely to self report their not good general health than those of the general population. The conclusion stated that those who are on probation have a poorer self-reported health with a higher prevalence linked to unhealthy behaviours and higher reactive health services.

Kelly,(2024) discussed that the UK’s government has introduced an early release scheme which is aimed at reducing overcrowding while aiming to ensure that the public is kept safe in the process, this was due to come into effect in september 2024 but started ahead of schedule in august 2024. Although it should be added that this scheme is designed in a way that it excludes higher risk offenders such as those convicted of violent crimes and those crimes of s sexual nature, this is to ensure that only those who are eligible for early release are released. to help reduce the risks to members of the public monitoring measures are put in place, these include things such as electronic tagging and even curfews.
The issue with the early release scheme as written in [catch22], (2024) is that the statistics presented indicated that over 50% of individuals that served less than twelve months upon release are susceptible to reoffending and the figure increases to 58% for those who have served less than six months of their sentences.

The concern with early release is that the hundreds of inmates were released early across England and Wales is that they could end up homeless or return to crime so  they don’t end up homeless. Syal (2024), discussed that the police are at the centre of what was described as a “storm” due to the poor planning after 1,700 prisoners were released early to help overcrowding in England and Wales.

The cost of reoffending was worked out to be approximately £18 billion per year but the figure itself is not broken down into a specific geographical area.
(Ministry of Justice, 2024) wrote that reoffending rates have a significant cost to society, it includes the direct financial loss to the victims of crime and the costs that the criminal justice system must meet. These costs come from running investigations, court hearings and even to hold people in prisons and to ensure that those who are released have appropriate supervision. Those who are released are more likely to reoffend if they are not resettled into the community properly, for example one of the issues with the early release scheme.

Government Events (2024) discussed that the 2020 rates for adult prisoners' mental health is significant and around 45% of them have a mental health diagnosis whether it is anxiety or depression. The government invested £1.1 million to help address the root cause of crime, (Ministry of Justice, 2024) stated in their mental health funding press released that around 700 offenders in wales will be told they have to attend treatment when handed a community sentence through the courts, this is in an effort to help reduce the pressures on the £18 billion cost of reoffending on taxpayers. This funding will help to support more offenders to help tackle the root cause of their offending.
Some public perception and polling found that 65% of people think that the main reason people commit mostly non-violent crimes is because of poverty and things like mental health issues, this is commonly followed on by drug and alcohol issues. a majority of 58% believed that these crimes should be met with an alternative to time in prison. This was stated in [Revolving Doors], (2022). 
There is a gap in the public's perception of crime and the actual reality of the trends in crime, the concern was from were crime went from a low in 2016 and then quadrupled in 2019 before it dropped again during lockdown, despite the fact that crime rates are dropping Davies, Farrell (2024) stated, the concerns of those who are worried are justified, although it is unlikely that the way crime is reported will change, it is also important that the government should be taking a more rational approach to criminal behaviour that is based on facts and the correct evidence rather than on public perception.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

An online survey will be conducted on microsoft forms with participants over the age of 18.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
 The survey that will be conducted will be targeted to those above the age of eighteen due to the sensitivity of questions and due to those that are under the age of eighteen cannot consent to their data being collected and the surrounding topic area, while the target audience is for those over the age of eighteen it is not limited by race, gender, religion. It is targeted toward those in communities in England and Wales and will be circulated through social media.
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