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In this essay, the use of the words China/Chinese will be explored when referring to multi-ethnicities and diversity. China is one of the most populated and multi-ethnic countries in the world with 56 recognised ethnicities. When diversity is discussed within China, it is often referred to as “Chinese”. Many can see this as a problematic term, this is because it is understood to refer to someone of sole Chinese descent. Despite, being a diverse and multi-ethnic country. ‘As China is a country that is often portrayed as monolithic,’[footnoteRef:1] this has resulted in those of multi-ethnicity to be forgotten and brings about issues of exclusion. The first area to address is to understand the way in which multi-ethnicity is viewed in China. This because a for a multi-ethnic individual, this term seems to exclude them in a number of areas. [1:  Cissé, D. (2018) Asia Dialogue. Available at https://theasiadialogue.com] 

In order to understand this further, we must explore the background and history behind China becoming a diverse and multi-ethnic country. The Han is known for promoting Confucianism and is ‘China’s second imperial dynasty which ruled from 206 B.C – 220 A.D. The Han is an East Asian ethnic group and nation native to China which makes up about 92% of China’s population,’[footnoteRef:2] leaving the 8% of China as multi-ethnic. China’s multi-ethnic and diverse history dates back to 3000 years ago and over time China expanded into the Middle east and Mediterranean countries. Initially, China had an egalitarian perspective of anyone who embraced Chinese culture and alongside the beliefs of Confucianism, avoided any form of racial prejudices or geographical borders. Confucianism is a religious and philosophical belief which is concerned with the respect and values of ancient China and its community, originating from the words of Confucius, ‘a philosophical teacher who lived from 551 to 479 B.C.E.’[footnoteRef:3] [2:  Department of Asian Art. “Han Dynasty (206 B.C.-220 A.D.). “In Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History. New York. Available at http://www.metmuseum.org.toah (October 2000)]  [3:  Anon, (2022) National Geographic society. “Confucianism”] 

‘From 1928- 1948, the policy of assimilation was introduced in China. This is the notion that ethnic minorities or immigrants should abide by the language, customs and values of the nation’s majorities and abandon their own cultural heritage.’[footnoteRef:4] Many may view this is a positive and inclusive notion that involves ethnic minorities to ensure that they are included and provides equal opportunity. Some may disagree and view this as a negative and controlled policy to diminish the cultural heritage of an ethnic minority or immigrant. When we consider the use of the words China/ Chinese to describe its people, this can be interpreted as reinstating separatism. This is because whilst inclusivity is highlighted, due to the repressive history of China’s diversity and multiethnicity, for multi ethnic individuals, this may be seen as forcefully changing their identity and actually reduces diversity within China. [4:  Guo, S (2021) “Chinese Ethnic Groups, 56 Minority Groups in China. Available at https://www.chinatravel.com/guide/china-ethnic-minority.] 

Chinas diverse history is explored and discussed in “Governing China’s Multiethnic Frontiers”[footnoteRef:5] by Morris Rossabi, scholars explain how minorities have suffered in China and how there has been a separatism issue disproportionately affecting the Muslim and Turkish individuals. ‘A report conducted by the senior research analyst for China, Hong Kong and Taiwan’[footnoteRef:6] explored the religious freedom in China and highlighted their key findings. Within this research, it was found that the treatment of the Chinese government has been significantly different. For example, the Uyghur Muslims are unable to follow their religious celebrations and those who are found to be carrying out religious practices are often repressed or arrested. This brings in to question whether China can be considered a diverse and multi-ethnic country whilst persecuting multi-ethnic individuals from following their religion and adhering to their own culture. This also reiterates how the words Chinese when referring to Uyghur people is harmful.  [5:  Rossabi, M (2004). “Governing China’s Multiethnic Frontiers. University of Washington Press. Available at https://uwapress.uw.edu/book/governing-chinas-multiethnic-frontiers.]  [6:  Cook, S. (2017). Islam: Religious Freedom in China. Freedom house Available at https://freedomhouse.org/report. ] 

Another example of this is ethnic cleansing. Ethnic cleansing is the mass exclusion or murder of an ethnic or religious group by another. This was being carried out in the Xinjiang region of China during 2015 and was an attempt to destroy the identities of the Uyghur people. This was done through torture, ill treatment and militarised surveillance and imprisonment. A report conducted by the network of Chinese human rights researcher Frances Eve stated that ‘an estimated one million Uyghurs and other Muslim minorities were held in detention centres in Xinjiang due to their ethnoreligious identity.’[footnoteRef:7]This example, suggests that the words Chinese to describe multi-ethnic individuals and positive discrimination is not the forefront of China’s government. This is because if this is true, one can only assume that China would not treat their own people in such a horrific manner. Therefore, to use these words are offensive as they do not reflect the action which have occurred, the teachings of Confucius or the diverse and egalitarian country China is portrayed to be. [7:  Eve, F. (2018). “China is committing ethnic cleansing in Xinjang- its time for the world to stand up”. The guardian. Available at https://theguardian.com/world/2018. ] 

Some may criticise China as a diverse and multi-ethnic country by highlighting its hypocrisy. Whilst some may suggest that China is egalitarian and that based on the teachings of Confucius, is therefore an accepting and non-prejudiced country. Others may state that this cannot be entirely truthful as China is also hierarchal of ethnic groups. The Chinese racial hierarchy is the ranking of different races or ethnic groups in society. For example, the most important and highest-ranking group within the Chinese hierarchy are; ‘the Mongols, the semu, the Han Chinese and the Penan. This system is dependent on a number of factors such as developmental levels, religion, past history and value of civilization.’[footnoteRef:8] This system highlights the hypocrisy in stating that China is a diverse and multi-ethnic country whilst using the words Chinese and China in the attempt to be inclusive. This is because if it is an egalitarian country which focuses on the words of Confucius, then to have a hierarchal system which separates and excludes racial and ethnic groups only reinforces separatism and results in how these groups are treated by society. [8:   Anon, Hierarchy structure (2012) Chinese Racial Hierarchy. Available at https://www.hierachystructure.com/chinese-racial-hierachy.] 

In conclusion, the use of the words such as “China” and “Chinese”, are more so harmful and problematic when referring to a multi-ethnic individual. As discussed, for those individuals, this can be interpreted as removing their identity and controlling how they are perceived, respected and treated within society, particularly when exploring the hierarchal system from an egalitarian country. However, to call China a multi-ethnic and diverse country, and in order to follow on from the teachings of Confucianism, those who are multi-ethnic would have to be accepted in a manner which allows them to maintain their identity and prevent prejudice, discrimination and persecution. 




