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3.1 – Introduction
Throughout this chapter of the dissertation, it will offer a synopsis of the methods that have been utilised in conducting research in this topic. It will provide confirmation of the ethical practices that have been followed in conducting the research and the informed consent provided by the participants. Additionally, it will explore the approaches used to obtain the data for the research, and the reasons behind choosing those methods. 
Research can be defined as ‘a process of systematic inquiry that entails collection of data; documentation of critical information; and analysis and interpretation of that data/ information, in accordance with suitable methodologies set by specific professional field and academic disciplines. (Hampshire College, 2022).
As discussed in the previous chapter, there are currently limited results from the CPS and the police on the success rates of ‘positive action’ in domestic abuse cases, especially those where the case is a victimless prosecution. To help assist with obtaining information surrounding this, research is to be conducted and data collected in the form of primary data, which is original data collected by the researcher first hand (Study Smarter, 2023).
3.2 – Ethical Practice
Prior to conducting any primary research, ethical approval should be sought by the relevant bodies who will be assessing the results. This is done to protect the participants and the researcher when the research is carried out and proves that the researcher has adhered to ethical guidelines (UWE Bristol, 2023). 
This ensures that the researcher will be paying attention to possible ethical issues that could occur when collecting the data, and discussing how they will overcome these issues. Bhandari (2022) defines ethical considerations as ‘a set of principles that guide your research designs and practices’. She also explains that there are several ethical issues that should be considered prior to conducting the research which are: Voluntary participation, informed consent, anonymity, confidentiality, potential for harm and results for communication. 
To guarantee that this research complies with those standards, an application was submitted to an ethics committee which has been approved. This form included explained to the ethics committee the goals of the research, the methods which would be used to collect the data such as surveys, and explained how the researcher had considered the ethical issues that could be produced and how these had been negated. 
Additionally, the application form discusses what participants would be targeted for the research and the reasoning for choosing this sample of participants, how their answers would be stored and accessed, as well as confirming how the participants information would be kept confidential, therefore demonstrating compliance with the ethical issues that Bhandari (2022) discusses. 
3.3 – Informed consent and participant confidentiality
As stated previously, there is an ethical obligation to ensure that the participant’s information is kept confidential and to ensure that the participants are not exposed to any harm that could be accrued because of the research. It is the responsibility of the researcher to ensure that all measures are put in place to comply with this successfully (University of Sunderland, No date). 
Due to this, all responses provided in the study were stored on a secure website with the researcher having to enter a username and password to access the information. Additionally, the researcher would only access this website from password protected devices which were only accessible by them, therefore protecting the participants in line with data protection laws such as the Data Protection Act (2018).
Before completing the survey, participants were provided with a disclaimer. This disclaimer explained they should only complete this if they are a serving police officer who deals or has dealt with domestic violence cases. There was no requirement to confirm the participants were over the age of 18, as all serving police officers are aged 18 or over. The participants were informed their answers were confidential, and that the survey was not compulsory, and they could exit at any time. Finally, the participants were informed that by completing the survey they were giving written informed consent for their answers to be used in this research, and that their answers would then be deleted upon submission of the research. (University of Oxford, 2021).
3.4 – Research Method and Tools
When collecting data, it was necessary to conduct a mixed method approach and utilise both quantitative and qualitative research. Each method has a unique approach and has different methods for gathering the data, with qualitative research focusing more on open-ended and detailed questions, and quantitative data emphasising instead on the number of responses retrieved (Daniel, 2016). 
The decision was made to utilise an online survey including both methods. Online surveys have many benefits in obtaining research data in that they are more accurate as the researcher cannot misinterpret the answers given, results can be obtained quickly and conveniently, and the researcher is able to reach more people online than they may be able to in person (Communications for Research, 2021). 
The survey used some closed questions which were more quantitative in nature, but then followed up by asking the participants to provide more reasoning to their answers if they selected certain answers, thereby encouraging a more qualitative approach. These more detailed responses from participants allows the researcher to gain an in-depth response as to whether positive action in policing is working, and where participants believe it does not work, ‘how’ and ‘why’ this should be changed (Cleland, 2017). 
3.5 – Participant Sample and Technique
Initially it was considered to utilise the charities that deal with victims of domestic abuse to conduct the research required, this was discussed as it would not be ethical to consider using the victims of the crimes themselves. However, due to the difficulties in obtaining a large sample of responses from these charities, and the time restraints on shift patterns, the decision was made to obtain responses from serving police officers in the UK. 
By collecting responses from police officers who have or currently deal with domestic abuse victims daily, they would ideally be able to provide an accurate response on how many cases get progressed via victimless prosecution, because of positive action. It also would allow the researcher to gain answers as what victims’ have told them directly in these cases, and whether the current policies are successful, need improvement, and what could be done differently. 
The survey aimed to have at least 25 responses and was posted on internal policing websites to ensure that this could only be accessed by police officers and not the public. The survey was open for one month between July 2023 and August 2023 and on closure had a total of 32 participants. 
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