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In this assignment I will be drawing together all the evidence I have collected from my primary and secondary research. I explored the views of students around online learning and preferences around this, creating a survey to gain information to analyse, and then was able to reach conclusions. My peers have responded to the questions asked, and from that I have summarised the data and gathered my findings, providing descriptive statistics (The Oxford Dictionary of Statistical Terms, 2003) which enabled me to write the conclusions. In my assignment I have included evidence and examples of my findings.

This is a short survey with a limited ‘pool’ from which to seek views. Also, the size of the response rate, whilst a significant proportion of the group available, is still low in terms of headcount. The data therefore shows the preferences of the small number of people who answered my questionnaire. In statistical analysis, the greater the response rate the more accurate and indicative the conclusions which can be reached.
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Learning has changed a great deal in recent years. Teaching used to be a ‘talk and chalk’ format where a teacher would talk/lecture students with the information they wanted students to learn, and students recorded this information in exercise books. Verbal teaching was supplemented with text books.

Whilst this method still exists, increasingly students are expected to undertake their own research and learning. Libraries have long been available, but recent years have seen vast quantities of knowledge online. Tutors and students just need to be careful that the online information they access is accurate and legitimate - there is a lot of misinformation out there. Also, different methods of teaching are increasingly utilised, using virtual technology.

There can be an economic divide with virtual technology where people are reliant on a computer, laptop or smart phone, having access to broadband and a power supply. For some, purchase of or access to technology may be out of reach, and particularly in parts of the world where technology is too expensive for people to purchase, or they don’t have broadband available.
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Before all learning was classroom based, online learning did not exist. We had to attend lessons and see our teachers/lecturers face to face. The world has developed and now the internet and wi-fi is now easily accessed around the world. Student are able to learn from virtually anywhere as long as they have the access. Moving forward to recent times educators can now readily use graphics, using smart boards, and send these to their students; also to include hyperlinks to take students directly to information sources recorded electronically. Increasingly, and particularly at the time of writing with COVID-19 affecting the world, and effectively preventing people from gathering together, virtual learning is utilised, sometimes as an enhancement to previous online/virtual learning and now often the only method available to teachers and students. Teachers can deliver their usual learning, directly transmitting in real time, and recording these lectures so students can re-run or view lessons at a later time. Alternatively, lessons can be pre-recorded and made available to student to access at a time that suits them. Technology such as Moodle and Panopto are increasingly used.

Increasingly, reference materials - articles, journals, books, research findings, theses, etc. are available online to students, without the need to travel to a library or find that materials are not available. Access to online materials provides a very wide range of information, which can be targeted if precise search terminology is used. We benefit greatly from resources such as Google and its powerful search engines, although there is a great reliance on the information being made available having keywords to ‘catch’ the searches, and generally that the information is accurate. For example, Wikipedia, whilst a vast information resource, can have misleading or inaccurate information included within its pages (Live Science 24 January 2011). Cross-checking of information is therefore recommended.

These changes in technology enable more flexibility of learning, which can be of particular benefit to those students who have to work alongside their learning, have caring responsibilities or live at a distance, which may include international students for whom lecture times here could be in the middle of the night for them. For educational institutions, online learning enables a far greater field of potential students to be attracted to the courses available. So long as sufficient resources exist to support students, mark their work and feed back, this is an attractive option for all.

Where run in real time, technology such as Zoom can be used so there is an element of interaction both between students and teacher and also between the students. The only downside is the limitation on the numbers who can participate - it can get unwieldy where more than about 25 people are involved in a Zoom meeting.

Online learning also enables students to have contact with each other, either to supplement their meeting at colleges, or can be used instead of face-to-face meetings and discussions. Again this is a great benefit to those who cannot actually attend a place of learning. Students can be grouped into study groups, project teams, undertake analysis, share findings, discuss/argue with each other in relation to topics studied for self-learning, research and team-work exercises.
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The aim: The aim of my research was to collect primary and secondary data about virtual learning from which I was able to summarise my results and reach conclusions.

The objective: The objective of this assignment was to create a survey, ask peers to complete the survey, and collect the primary data from the collected answers. I then did some in-depth research called secondary from literature relevant to this topic to find out the preferred learning environment, and with these results I present them with tabular form. 
[bookmark: _Toc40125342]Method

The method I used to conduct my research was done using surveys and then presenting them in a tabular form and writing a report on my results. I started off by creating a series of ten questions for my peers in class to answer. These are based on the online learning platform that we use called Moodle. I then looked at and used the online library and researched literature as well as learning journals from Google to conclude my findings and present and conclude up my findings, with both primary and secondary research.  All my questions are based around the online learning platform and participants had multiple choice answers to choose from.
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	Jenny Sherringham’s survey results



	Questions 
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know

	1. Do you prefer online learning?
	5
	3
	2

	2. Is online learning easy to access?
	6
	4
	0

	3. Are the resources easy to access online?
	6
	1
	3

	4. Do you use discussion forums?
	3
	7
	0

	5. Are you able to find the class information that you need easily on Moodle?
	8
	2
	0

	6. Do you use the online library?
	3
	7
	0

	7.  Do you understand the online submission process?
	4
	3
	3

	8. Do you get support you need using the online services?
	6
	3
	1

	9. Does online learning fit in to your lifestyle?
	8
	1
	1



	TOTAL:
	49
	31
	10




My results in the table above show the series of questions that I have asked my peers. Only 10 of my peers answered the questions that I had asked in survey but the results are quite mixed with some agreeing, some disagreeing and some unsure whether they preferred online learning. It is clear than most people prefer virtual learning as it is easy to use and they can find the information that they need. Students are able to access the online library and find the support they need and submit assignments when due. Students liked that online learning, and studies fit studies and work around other commitments.

Other students do not like the online learning systems and did not find accessing the online library, online resources and Moodle helpful on their learning journeys. There are many people who are not computer literate and struggle to navigate round module and the online lessons on Moodle, and submitting assignments even after being  shown in class or with the support from IT services.

The rest of the students were unsure and was undecided whether they preferred online virtual lessons on Moodle and although they were part of the results, their responses did not outline a preference and remained unknown. 
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I have looked at various sources and researched what type of learning environment people prefer. Taking into consideration the results from my primary and secondary data, evidence has concluded that students prefer to use an online platform e.g. Moodle to complete their studies as in allows them to have the flexibility to do it in their own environment. Not all online classes are held at the same time so it enables you the freedom to speed up or slow down your learning if you needed to and take it at your own pace. 24 January 2019 (ASU Prep Digital) it has been said that the old style of learning in the brick-and-mortar style no longer fits into our learning needs as it does not give you the freedom or the flexibility to learn. Students from other countries are able to access almost any online courses and work from abroad whilst still maintaining that classroom environment with online lectures and be able to have class discussions.
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In conclusion, overall students prefer to learn online because it allows them to have to freedom to choose when they study and how long for. They are able to spend as much or as little time on their subject of choice and choose when in the day they choose to study and for how long for. Online learning fits into the current day because time is limited and people find it hard to with other commitments. There are now many resources, online library, e-books, learning journals, live chat with lectures and/or peers within the class. Assignments can be written and submitted via Turnitin or other online assessment portals. It is overall more convenient for the students and the tutors compared with previously handwritten or typed submissions, so that plagiarism checks can be undertaken, word counts monitored, easier to read, and for the planet, saves paper.
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