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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000-word project: ‘Critically Assessing UK Police Use of Tasers.’ 

	NAME: Jack Christopher Ison

	STUDENT ID No.: 2024039

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

Critically Assessing UK Police Use of Tasers.

INTRODUCTION:
I believe this topic is worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation because I believe it is a topic that can be explored in depth with many positive and negative outlooks not only from a policing perspective, but also from the  public, and from writers who have researched topics surrounding the taser. Due to the taser also being prohibited firearm, I believe there can be a lot of ethical issues to be discussed and critically assessed surrounding this and its use on the streets by frontline officers who have been specially trained and appointed these weapons. Also, by reading literature and other research surrounding using the taser being used by Police Constables in the UK, there is not much extensive research yet conducted surrounding the public and police perception on the quantity of Police Constables appointed the taser.

The taser has been used by Police Constables as a less lethal firearm in order to diffused and deter criminals when Officers have been faced  in violent situations. There is currently 31,000 Police Constables carrying a taser in comparison to 140,228 Police constables currently serving in UK Police Forces, which is only one fifth of the total workforce. (SHELDRICK, G. 2022). In comparison to Firearms Officers being deployed and using potential lethal force with authorised firearms. 

I believe my research will be of value to the field of tasers as there is little information surrounding primary research on Police Constables view on the quantity of current serving Police Constables carrying taser in comparison the public’s view on this issue. I believe my research will increase knowledge and dilemmas surrounding the taser and how the Public perceives the UK Police and therefore improve considerations for Constables moving forwards.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
· Critically analyse positive and negative use of the Taser in UK Police.
· Exploring ethical dilemmas of the Taser within UK Police.
· Investigating the Public and Police Constable perception  around Taser and whether all UK Police Constables should be appointed a Taser.

I will engage with Literature which is already predominantly present laying the foundations for my chosen topic of Tasers and then further supplement this with other secondary resources available in the publics domain today, finishing with my own primary data Investigation utilising quantitative and qualitive data. As summarised from Rainbow Frameworks, the combination of qualitative and quantitative data can improve overall evaluation ensuring any weakness of one type of data is balanced by the other. (Rainbow Framework, n.d.).


	[bookmark: _Hlk135672901]LITERATURE REVIEW:
I have looked into the use of taser within the UK and found that there is little extensive research surrounding it. This may be due to the taser being introduced into the UK Police forces in 2003 (Beltman et al. 2022) and have been slowly integrated throughout UK Police forces. Additionally to this, not all Police Constables are trained to carry and use taser and therefore, due to this slow distribution of Police Constables carrying taser, there appears to be minimal research on this. 

I have read an article by (University of Cambridge, 2018) that states “We found that officers are more likely to be assaulted when carrying electroshock weaponry, and more likely to apply force,” said lead researcher Dr Barak Ariel from Cambridge’s Institute of Criminology.  His research mainly focuses on Police Constables being assaulted during carrying  taser. In comparison to my project title ‘’Critically assessing UK Police Use of Tasers’’, Dr Barak Ariel research focuses more on the topic surrounding ‘’weapon effect’’ and how this impacts Police Constables in taser deployment situations, rather than how the public views taser and how many Officers should or shouldn’t have them appointed.

I have read an article produced by the BBC surrounding Police Officers and taser and within this it states ‘’ a petition demanding all police officers in the UK are issued with Tasers has garnered more than 95,000 signatures.’’ (Baker, 2019). This article goes into the discussion about whether all Police Constables should carry Taser, however this article is merely a discussion and does not have any qualitive and quantitative primary research to discuss on. In comparison to my proposed topic, where I will be conducting a questionnaire surrounding the use of taser within the UK Police Forces and critically analysing and assessing this information gathered from members of the public against serving constables. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
[bookmark: _Hlk135672921]The main research method that I have chosen to conduct for my Primary Data gathering is in the form of a questionnaire which will both be distributed to the public and current serving polices officers only in the form of a hyperlink taking them to an online survey. As Cleaves states when compared to an Interview, a questionnaire “helps bring greater structure to any research, which can help maximise the success of whatever you’re trying to investigate and answer” (Cleave,P. 2021). 

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
[bookmark: _Hlk135672933]I will be seeking to ask members of the public over the age of 18 and any current serving constable of the police. The main force focused upon predominantly being that of Gwent Police, but this will not be restricted to just this force.
No expert perspective be sought however, a general questionnaire that gauges the perspectives from members of the public perceptions of the Taser will be compared to already serving Constables perceptions.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:
· [bookmark: _Hlk135672946]During the questionnaire there could be bias from police staff answering as members of the public and giving bias towards police constables carrying a taser being favoured for it rather than against it.
· Different regional areas may differ in opinion towards Police carrying Taser due to their experiences and rapport towards their local police.
· Human rights legislation could be breached and is left on the officer using to account for his actions which will also hold the employing force to account  as well.
· Ethical issues/dilemmas will delve into as part of the researchers objective/aims and this list is non exhaustive.

	TIME SCALE:

[bookmark: _Hlk135672955]Ethics Form: Due 27/02/2023
Proposal: Due 27/02/2023
Literature Review: Due 08/05/2023
Research Methodology: Due 19/06/2023
Analysis of Results: Due 08/07/2023
Findings & Conclusion: Due 11/09/2023
Final Dissertation: Due 09/10/2023
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