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sH i,rT4ta ? 1-#Ar"\ : '[h1 F.t4i-ah ? ]ta : l-hl F,t4t

Z " JzN6# w : lfrtlf"l : *Fh1 Ffi4iih ? J ; t a : Ffr
\x-'8. J{<&r4 : 'Fh1 F.rTft€* i J ; ta : FH Ffi4i
a "J#tr* 'u4{F"1 .')+a : t{atliR , s +kiEZ o n fi
tr*l ' 'o tt€z . "_l

<*.,i€> "

then. (A conjunction.) (Used in this sense, it is
equivalent to .H!.)

FJT

xrng

zhu'

4T

;]t-
6,4

to practice.

phonetic fusion of the pronoun Z and the question
particle *.

how is it that ... ? (An idiomatic phrase.)2. *" <lt ri zht h6
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3. -*A Rdn Y6u a disciple of Confuciur. t i, his family name.

4. /}6 + Gongxr Hu6 another disciple of Confucius.

ft Y6u the format name (A rrring) of t W.(See { i4 H
tY ttr.1

'tt y6 used in the middle of a sentence to indicate a pause.

(A particle.)

5. +a Qin rhe personal name ot +6 (4 i"his courtesy

name). (See {-;* kl *F nr.l

6. # chi the personal name of A 6 #. (su" { t* H fF nr.1

* hud confused.

7. 4t f4 gdn wdn may I ask; altow me to ask? (An idiomatic
expression of courtesy, used when questioning

somebody.)

8. € iui withdrawing; hesitant; indecisive.

g. ie jin to encourage; to push forward. (A causative verb
derived from its ordinary meaning of ,'to advance,,.)

fO. frA jion r6n to outdo others.

11. € tui to discourage; to pull back. (A causative verb
derived from its ordinary meaning of ,'to

withdraw".)

n. +.,aLL Xion jin chapter title.

#F (Grammar Notes)

r. ffiFfi4i# ?

This sentence consists of two clauses, both with an implied subject ,,one,, (or ,,r;

you; we; anybody"). The first clause is represented by the single character H ',hear,, ,



w- (+?+)ig (+)

mneaning "when one learns (a lesson)".Ffr i" used as .F{, the conjunction for
conditional sentences. The second clause 4iih is a questiory because ih rs the
fused form of the pronoun Z and the question particle *. So the whole sentence

means: "Should one practice a lesson upon hearing it?"

il. *sa46l+H Y.t4ia ?

The phrase 4" <l{ is an idiomatic way of challenging something. Together with
tlre modal particle 4 -hich suggests "uncertain$2" (hence, "courtesy") the phrase

always comes before a clause representing the issue in question. So the sentence is

a rhetorical question: "How is it, if I may ask, that one should practice it upon
hearing it?"

m. (+) fi&.r"ttus ft
Bothnames refer to the same person. The second name ft t the A "formalname",
to be used by one's seniors, superiors, and officials, as well as by oneself as a pronoun
nhen speaking to one's superiors (also by one's equals, but only when speaking to
cofiunon superiors). Pronouns like * "I" arrd fE "yot:" were used only when one

spoke to one's equals or people of lower status. The first name + W is the ?
"courtesy nartte", adopted for the convenience of other people when they cared to
show courtesy (f was an honorific prefix added by the narrator of the
conversation). Other examples are 1*) fr- ,r".r.r, ,f, and fAEl * ,r"rrrl, #.
Note how these names were used in the present story. Note also that there is always

some semantic connection between the courtesy name and the formal name/ as can

be seen from the examples above.


