[image: ]


Postgraduate/Distance Learning 
Assignment coversheet & feedback form    

THIS SHEET MUST BE THE FIRST PAGE OF THE ASSIGNMENT YOU ARE SUBMITTING  (DO NOT SEND AS A SEPARATE FILE)        

	For completion by the student:

	Student Name:
George Gillson-Gant    

	Module code: Welsh History and Heritage (HPHE7003)




	Student ID number:
1500337
	Educational support needs:
Yes/No

	Module tutor: Dr Alexander Scott 


Assignment due date: Sunday 14th February 

	If your module has multiple submissions, please indicate which piece of work this is.

[bookmark: Check13][bookmark: Check14][bookmark: Check15][bookmark: Check16][bookmark: Check17][bookmark: Check18]1st |_|    2nd  |_|     3rd  |_|      4th |_|      5th |_|      6th |_|

	I confirm that this is my original work and that I have adhered to the University policy on plagiarism.
Signed ……………………………………………………………
Email submission: if you are submitting this form via email, please tick this box □
(as a substitute for your signature) to confirm that you agree to the above declaration.

	
Assignment Mark
	
1st Marker’s Provisional mark
	

	
2nd Marker’s/Moderator’s provisional mark
	

	
External Examiner’s mark (if relevant)
	

	
Final Mark

	



NB.  All marks are provisional until confirmed by the Final Examination Board.





For completion by Marker 1 :       
Comments:


	Marker’s signature:
	Date:

	
For completion by Marker 2/Moderator:

Comments:




	Marker’s Signature:
	Date:

	External Examiner’s comments (if relevant)




	External Examiner’s Signature:
	Date:







Welsh History and Heritage (HPHE7003) Annotated Bibliography on Welsh Regiments of the British Army.           

Introduction            

The aim of this annotated bibliography is to present primary sources pertaining to the Welsh regiments of the British Army. The sources presented here have been obtained from archives in Wales, Britain, and the US. These includes the National Library of Wales’s collection of  Welsh newspapers, from which most of the newspapers mentioned in the bibliography have been drawn, and the regimental archive of the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers, the National Archives, the British Newspaper Archive, and the Harvard Map Collection in the United States.[footnoteRef:1] The sources mentioned below primarily focus on the Welsh regiments’ histories and their connections to the scholastic debates surrounding the criteria used to designate an organisation or concept as being Welsh.    [1:  The National Library of Wales, Newspapers (2021) < https://newspapers.library.wales/ > [ Accessed: 12th March 2021]; Monmouth Castle Museum, The Regimental Archive of the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia) (2021) < http://monmouthcastlemuseum-archives.org.uk/index.php > [ Accessed: 4th March 2021]; The National Archive, Discovery (2021) < https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ > [ Accessed: 12th February 2021]; Harvard Library, Scanned Maps (2021) <  https://curiosity.lib.harvard.edu/scanned-maps/about/collection-overview> [ Accessed: 12th March 2021]; The British Newspaper Archive, The British Newspaper Archive (2021) < https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/> [ Accessed: 12th February 2021].] 


The Bibliography:                     

[bookmark: _Hlk65582442] ‘The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers: Presentation to Sir A. Mackworth’, The Western Mail, 27th June 1881, p. 3. 

This newspaper report is short, but it proves invaluable for those researching the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers.[footnoteRef:2] It identifies the man, Captain Mackworth, who was responsible for overseeing the conversion of the regiment from one of ‘light infantry to that of engineers.’[footnoteRef:3] The report suggests that on his departure from the regiment he was held in high regards by its officers as they presented him with a silver salver in recognition of his role in the regiment’s conversion. Besides its utility in identifying the man responsible for overseeing the conversion the report also tells historians that he had only five months to perform the conversion.[footnoteRef:4] Of course, besides these points the report offers no other value to historians. It does however shed a light on one of the most important events in the regimental history of the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers.[footnoteRef:5]               [2:  ‘The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers: Presentation to Sir A. Mackworth’, The Western Mail, 27th June 1881, p. 3.]  [3:  ‘The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers: Presentation to Sir A. Mackworth’, p. 3.]  [4:  ‘The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers: Presentation to Sir A. Mackworth’, p. 3.]  [5:  ‘The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers: Presentation to Sir A. Mackworth’, p. 3.          ] 

[bookmark: _Hlk66353449]



[bookmark: _Hlk65770202]‘The Welsh Guards: National Songster Soldier at Cardiff: Unique March and Concert’, Llais Llafur, 31st July 1915, p. 1. 

This article from 1915 was found using the National Library of Wales’ catalogue of newspapers.[footnoteRef:6] The article describes a visitation of Welsh Guardsmen to Cardiff only a few months after their raising.[footnoteRef:7] The regiment visited Cardiff in this instance to recruit two hundred men so that the regiment could be brought up to full strength. This source proves to be an excellent source to historians as it provides an example of how Welsh culture influenced the Welsh Guards.[footnoteRef:8] In this instance the article confirms that the Welsh tradition of male choir singing influenced the regiment as most of the detachment sent to Cardiff were members of the ‘glee party’. This influence is reinforced by the mention that the group were trained by W. T. Jones who was a conductor from Cardiff.[footnoteRef:9] This information though is not unique, as it is well documented that the Welsh Guards were heavily influenced by Welsh culture due to the British Army deciding that the regiment should represent Wales and its culture.[footnoteRef:10] Despite this though the source is useful as it provides a concrete example of this influence.   [6:  ‘The Welsh Guards: National Songster Soldier at Cardiff: Unique March and Concert’, Llais Llafur, 31st July 1915, p. 1. ]  [7:  ‘The Welsh Guards: National Songster Soldier at Cardiff: Unique March and Concert’, p. 1. ]  [8:  ‘The Welsh Guards: National Songster Soldier at Cardiff: Unique March and Concert’, p. 1.]  [9:  ‘The Welsh Guards: National Songster Soldier at Cardiff: Unique March and Concert’, p. 1.]  [10:  ‘The Welsh Guards: National Songster Soldier at Cardiff: Unique March and Concert’, p. 1.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk66353351] 
‘The Welsh Guards’ Establishment’, Clifton Society, 11th March 1915, P. 5. 

This newspaper article from 1915 was found through using the catalogue of the British Newspaper Archives.[footnoteRef:11] It is of interest to historians as it contains the text of the original Royal Warrant which authorised the creation of the Welsh Guards.[footnoteRef:12] Of course, this is of interest to military historians as they can use the article to both view the original text of the Royal Warrant and to see what the authorised strength of the Welsh Guards was at the time.[footnoteRef:13] What is more pertinent to this bibliography though is the section which debates the different national symbols of Wales.[footnoteRef:14] The article seems to argue that the leek through its adoption as the cap badge of the Welsh Guards had become the primary symbol of Welsh identity with the Daffodil in a close second.[footnoteRef:15] This is perhaps of interest to cultural historians who may wish to use this source to question if the importance of the leek as a symbol of Welsh identity is linked to the decision of the British Army to make the leek the symbol of the Welsh Guards.[footnoteRef:16] On the other hand, it could also be used in research looking at the change of attitudes the British Government held towards the Welsh. This article can be used as evidence to show that the British Government were starting to change their previously negative views of Welsh culture by allowing a British Army regiment to use a Welsh cultural symbol as its cap badge and the Welsh language for its motto.[footnoteRef:17]    [11:  ‘The Welsh Guards’ Establishment’, Clifton Society, 11th March 1915, P. 5. ]  [12:  ‘The Welsh Guards’ Establishment’, P. 5. ]  [13:  ‘The Welsh Guards’ Establishment’, P. 5.]  [14:  ‘The Welsh Guards’ Establishment’, P. 5.]  [15:  ‘The Welsh Guards’ Establishment’, P. 5.]  [16:  ‘The Welsh Guards’ Establishment’, P. 5. ]  [17:  National Army Museum, The Welsh Guards (2021) < https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/welsh-guards#:~:text=The%20Welsh%20Guards%20was%20the%20last%20of%20the,one%20reserve%20battalion,%20which%20was%20disbanded%20in%201919 > [Accessed: 2nd February 2021].                 ] 


‘Welsh Regiments: The South Wales Borderers: Its Histories and Achievements’, The Cardiff Times, 2nd July 1881. P. 3.

This article from the Cardiff Times outlines the history of the South Wales Borderers.[footnoteRef:18] This article provides a history of the regiment from its founding in the 1600s right through to the regiment being designated the South Wales Borderers in July 1881.[footnoteRef:19] This source is perhaps unique as it was published only a day after the event which it describes which means the information included in it was current at the time of publication.[footnoteRef:20] The source is valuable to historians as it could be used as a source to pinpoint when the regiment became a Welsh regiment. Before it was named the South Wales Borderers the Regiment was called the 24th Regiment of Foot (2nd Warwickshire). This means that the South Wales Borderers had a unique history in that the regiment was English for most of its history and only became Welsh when the regiment’s name changed and had its headquarters placed at Brecon.[footnoteRef:21] This source therefore is quite useful as it shows historians a method of showing a regiment to be a Welsh regiment. Of course, this also serves as a limitation for the source’s potential use. There is more than one way to measure the ‘Welshness’ of an entity which includes the entity’s cultural affiliation and geographic location.[footnoteRef:22]  [18:  ‘Welsh Regiments: The South Wales Borderers: It’s Histories and Achievements’, The Cardiff Times, 2nd July 1881. P. 3.]  [19:  ‘Welsh Regiments: The South Wales Borderers: It’s Histories and Achievements’, p. 3. ]  [20:  ‘Welsh Regiments: The South Wales Borderers: It’s Histories and Achievements’, p. 3. ]  [21:  ‘Welsh Regiments: The South Wales Borderers: It’s Histories and Achievements’, p. 3. ]  [22:  Graham Watson, Militiamen and Sappers: A History of The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Monmouth: Copyplus of Monmouth, 1996), p. 8.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk66353394]
[bookmark: _Hlk66182055][bookmark: _Hlk65767215]First Battalion Welsh Guards War Diary (1915-1918), Kew, The National Archives, WO 95/1224/1 < https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C7351854 > [Accessed: 16th February 2021]. 

This record contains the war diary of the 1st Battalion, Welsh Guards which was kept by the battalion between 1915-1918.[footnoteRef:23] This means that the war diary contains details of what happened to the regiment during the First World War. Such information includes where they were stationed, fought, and any other information that was deemed important enough for insertion.[footnoteRef:24] This information is extremely useful as it allows historians to build a chronology of the 1st Battalion, Welsh Guards’ involvement in the war and what role it played on the frontlines. However, besides this the war diary is of little use as it does not discuss the actual members of the battalion or the personal experiences that they had in the trenches.[footnoteRef:25] The war diary could however be used in research which looks at why certain pieces of information were considered important enough to be mentioned in the diary and why other pieces where not.  [23:  First Battalion Welsh Guards War Diary (1915-1918), Kew, The National Archives, WO 05/1224/1 < https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C7351854 > [Accessed 16th February 2021]. ]  [24:  Kew, The National Archives, WO 95/1224/1.]  [25:  Kew, The National Archives, WO 95/1224/1. ] 

[bookmark: _Hlk66354223][bookmark: _Hlk66353482][bookmark: _Hlk65574767]
[bookmark: _Hlk66433453]





Memoirs of Captain C. W. Robertson, No 5. Company, Monmouth, Monmouth Castle and Regimental Museum Archives, GB 1578 RMRE/24/25 < https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/search/archives/07f7b63e-171a-33bd-a2de-26767c860cc0?component=4b5ca830-7ef0-31bd-bdbf-fc3c7552c8f5 > [ Accessed: 15th February 2021]. 

This record is in the regimental archives of the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers located at Monmouth Castle.[footnoteRef:26] The record includes the memoirs of Captain C.W. Robertson who served with the regiment’s No.5 Company.[footnoteRef:27] The memoir covers a period from June 1915 to November 1918 and places a focus on No.5 Company’s and Robertson’s service. According to the description of the record the narrative primarily describes the above’s services in the Gallipoli and Palestine Campaigns of World War 1.[footnoteRef:28] This means that the memoir is useful to historians as it gives us an insight into the service of a Welsh unit serving in two campaigns in which the services of Welsh soldiers are often overlooked. The main issue with this source is that no online version is available, and the record cannot be accessed at present since the Monmouth Castle and Regimental Museum Archives are closed due to the Covid-19 pandemic.[footnoteRef:29] The information mentioned has only been mentioned as the archives have provided a description of the record the Jisc Archives Hub.[footnoteRef:30] Further comment on this piece is therefore impossible as the memoir cannot be accessed. This also means that historians will not be able to use it in their research until the archive reopens after the Covid-19 situation improves.  [26:  Memoirs of Captain C. W. Robertson, No 5. Company, Monmouth, Monmouth Castle and Regimental Museum Archives, GB 1578 RMRE/24/25 < https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/search/archives/07f7b63e-171a-33bd-a2de-26767c860cc0?component=4b5ca830-7ef0-31bd-bdbf-fc3c7552c8f5 > [ Accessed: 15th February 2021].]  [27:  Monmouth, Monmouth Castle and Regimental Museum Archives, GB 1578 RMRE/24/25.]  [28:  Monmouth, Monmouth Castle and Regimental Museum Archives, GB 1578 RMRE/24/25.]  [29:  Monmouth Castle Museum, 2021.       ]  [30:  Monmouth, Monmouth Castle and Regimental Museum Archives, GB 1578 RMRE/24/25.  ] 

[bookmark: _Hlk66353554]
[bookmark: _Hlk66433528]Principatus Walliae pars Australis, vulgo South Wales (map of South Wales) by Jan Jansson (1646), Cambridge, Massachusetts, Harvard Map Collection, Harvard University, 990135087260203941 < https://id.lib.harvard.edu/curiosity/scanned-maps/44-990135087260203941 > [Accessed: 14th February 2021]. 

This archival record contains a map of South Wales and Monmouthshire dated to 1646 which was created by a cartographer named Janson.[footnoteRef:31] The map is very detailed. It provides geographic features and the outline of the borders of South Wales as they stood in 1646.[footnoteRef:32] At first glance the map has limited use for historians, but it does gain some value when it is used in conjunction with other sources pertaining to the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers. Specifically, this usefulness comes from the fact that it shows Monmouth to be part of England rather than Wales.[footnoteRef:33] This visual representation can be used by historians to show people why the RMRE was not considered to be a Welsh regiment until the 1970s.[footnoteRef:34] Before the 1970s Monmouth was ruled as part of England which meant that for most of its history the regiment bore no direct connection to Wales.[footnoteRef:35] The map therefore can be used to show the transition of the regiment from being English to Welsh, but only if it is used alongside similar sources which describe this transition.   [31:  Principatus Walliae pars Australis, vulgo South Wales (map of South Wales) by Jan Jansson (1646), Cambridge, Massachusetts, Harvard Map Collection, Harvard University, 990135087260203941 < https://id.lib.harvard.edu/curiosity/scanned-maps/44-990135087260203941 > [Accessed: 14th February 2021].]  [32:  Cambridge, Massachusetts, Harvard Map Collection, Harvard University, 990135087260203941.]  [33:  Cambridge, Massachusetts, Harvard Map Collection, Harvard University, 990135087260203941.]  [34:  Watson, Militiamen and Sappers: A History of The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers, p. 8. ]  [35:  Watson, Militiamen and Sappers: A History of The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers, P. 8.            ] 

[bookmark: _Hlk66353628]

[bookmark: _Hlk65768280]Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers Annual Training Program, Monmouth, Monmouth Castle and Regimental Museum Archives, GB 1578 RMRE/21/1 < https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/search/archives/07f7b63e-171a-33bd-a2de-26767c860cc0?component=998fc498-427c-3435-aea7-a9e76cfbc79a > [Accessed: 23rd February 2021].

This record was found using the Jisc Archives Hub.[footnoteRef:36] The record includes an annual training program for the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers from 1938 as well as a nominal roll and orders pertaining to the said training.[footnoteRef:37] This is an invaluable resource to military historians as it gives an insight into the sort of training reservists undertook in the years preceding the Second World War. The orders would also allow historians to analyse how British Army orders and instructions were constructed and put together during this period and to compare them to the structure of orders from different time periods.[footnoteRef:38] Of course, this is all dependent on the actual contents of the record. Within the context of the debates surrounding the position of Monmouthshire within the United Kingdom this record does not shed any light as to whether the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers should be classed as a Welsh regiment or not. This document, despite having no links to the debates surrounding the regiment’s identity is still an interesting document for anyone wishing to research the training of reservists and the structure of British Army orders.[footnoteRef:39]     [36:  Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers Annual Training Program, Monmouth, Monmouth Castle and Regimental Museum Archives, GB 1578 RMRE/21/1 <https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/search/archives/07f7b63e-171a-33bd-a2de-26767c860cc0?component=998fc498-427c-3435-aea7-a9e76cfbc79a > [Accessed: 23rd February 2021].]  [37:  Monmouth, Monmouth Castle and Regimental Museum Archives, GB 1578 RMRE/21/1.]  [38:  Monmouth, Monmouth Castle and Regimental Museum Archives, GB 1578 RMRE/21/1.]  [39:  Monmouth, Monmouth Castle and Regimental Museum Archives, GB 1578 RMRE/21/1.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk66353761]














Victoria Cross details of Private William Jones, The National Archives, WO 98/4/38. < https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/D7231207 > [Accessed: 16th February 2021]. 

This document provides information about the awarding of the Victoria Cross to Private William Jones for the role he played during the Battle of Rorke's Drift.[footnoteRef:40] The document is useful to historians as it tells us that Jones was given the medal due to his bravery in defending the hospital at Rorke’s Drift.[footnoteRef:41] It is useful as it allows historians to examine the role that a private soldier played in the colonial conflicts of the Victorian Period. Such accounts are comparatively rare as most documents that survive from the period tend to be about officers and leaders due to both their importance and eminence in Victorian Society.[footnoteRef:42] The significance of this record should therefore not be underestimated. It carries limited value if used to research the Welsh identities of regiments. Though limited, it can be used as evidence in discussions as to whether Rorke’s Drift can truly be classed as a Welsh battle honour, as it is in the Royal Welsh.[footnoteRef:43]  [40:  Victoria Cross details of Private William Jones, Kew, The National Archives, WO 98/4/38. < https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/D7231207 > [Accessed: 16th February 2021]. ]  [41:  Kew, The National Archives, WO 98/4/38; James W. Bancroft, Zulu War VCs: Victoria Crosses of the Anglo-Zulu War of 1879 (Philadelphia: Frontline Books, 2018), pp. 104-105. ]  [42:  Byron Farwell, For Queen and Country: A Social History of the Victorian and Edwardian Army (London: Penguin Books, 1981). pp. 105-124. ]  [43:  The British Army, The Royal Welsh (2021) < https://www.army.mod.uk/who-we-are/corps-regiments-and-units/infantry/royal-welsh/> [Accessed: 2nd March 2021]. ] 


Summary 

After considering the above sources this bibliography has partially succeeded in its aim to present primary sources which pertain to the identities and history of the Welsh regiments of the British Army. Most of the sources presented here will be of excellent use to historians who are looking for historical facts and data about Welsh regiments. On the other hand, the majority shed less light onto the identities of the Welsh regiment and the qualifiers which have led them to be designated as Welsh Regiments. The entries titled ‘Welsh Regiments: The South Wales Borderers: Its Histories and Achievements’ and ‘The Welsh Guards: National Songster Soldier at Cardiff: Unique March and Concert’ though do give some indications as to how the Welsh Guards and the Royal Welsh, through its connections to the 24th Regiment of Foot, came be to be designated as Welsh regiments due to the geographic and cultural links they hold to Wales.[footnoteRef:44] It is therefore recommended that further research must be undertaken to identify more primary sources which state how these regiments came to be classified as being Welsh. As an extension this research should also include the identification of material discussing the possible influence that Welsh culture had over Welsh regiments.                                                [44:  ‘Welsh Regiments: The South Wales Borderers: Its Histories and Achievements’, p. 3; ‘The Welsh Guards: National Songster Soldier at Cardiff: Unique March and Concert’, p. 1.                     ] 
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