The Poetic Image
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“a kind of subjective documentary
photography of the historical past. That
requires that the individual pictures be true,
as close as possible to the physical details as
historically established, while remaining
ambiguous and unsettling — because each
of them is only an aspect of the story, and
because in each of them something is
wrong.”

Luc Sante
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Christian Patterson,
Redheaded Peckerwood
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where you wave your nand and say riello
to everyone you meet.

I like to live in a little town 1
T

I like to stand for o moment
outside the grocery store

and listen to the friendly gossip of
the folks that live next door.

For life is interwoven
with the friends we learn to know
ond we hear their joys and sorrows
as we daily come and go.

So I like to live in « little town
I care no more to roam.

For every house in a little town
is more than a house, it's home.

Christian Patterson,
Redheaded Peckerwood







Patterson’s take, now at Rose Gallery, is a
radical redefinition of the documentary
photo-essay as fragmentary, episodic,
speculative, unanchored to the time and
facts of the presumptive main event.

Leah Ollman
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