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“Modifying a cosmology (Temporarily or Permanently) to fit a new dimension of knowledge or experience”
         (James Clifton)
· “Anthropologists rarely reveal what they really think or believe”.
· Fear of being misunderstood, not functionally useful, hostility.
· “We cannot escape our own cultural baggage”.

· “We cannot ignore the self, our own experience and our internal dialogue with our own culture and history, or with those of others, if we wish to interpret human society.” (Jackson)
· Personal Experience is the basis for understanding and empathising with others.

· Offered a compromise between scientific and humanistic ways of understanding and interpreting the world.
· Identifies that belief and experience are not opposing categories but are instead both apart of us.
· Identifies the standard that we lay ethnographies against today.
Significance
Bowie influenced by Modern Hermeneutic theorists. 
· Dilthey (1833-1911)- 3 stages of mind; experience, expression, and comprehension.
· Heidegger (1889-1976)- Credited with the Hermeneutic circle/loop.
· Gadamer (1900-2002)- understanding is not fixed its always changing.
“We can never stop outside our tradition- all we can do is try to understand it”.

Belief or Experience? The Anthropologist’s Dilemma- Fiona Bowie
“Reassertion of a Western Scientific Paradigm”.
(James Lett)
Stages of Interpretation
“Going Native”.
      (John Messenger)
Belief
Experience
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