The Seven Aliens & Epistemology
How do we know what we know? Where does your alien's epistemology sit?
	OBJECTIVIST EPISTEMOLOGY
	CONSTRUCTIONIST EPISTEMOLOGY
	SUBJECTIVIST EPISTEMOLOGY

	Knowledge is discovered.
Reality exists independently of the knower. Truth is empirically verifiable, generalisable, and independent of social conditions.
	Knowledge is co-created.
Truth, or meaning, comes into existence in and out of our engagement with the world. Understanding is socially and contextually shaped.
	Knowledge is personally imposed.
People impose meaning and value on the world and interpret it in a way that makes sense to them. The researcher's values are central.

	How are beliefs justified?
▸  Observation and empiricism
▸  Objective, detached measurement
▸  Replication and verification
	How are beliefs justified?
▸  Engagement and co-construction
▸  Social interaction and dialogue
▸  Contextual, negotiated meaning
	How are beliefs justified?
▸  Reason and personal interpretation
▸  Lived experience and reflexivity
▸  Deconstruction of power and meaning

	Why do we seek knowledge?
▸  To explain phenomena
▸  To predict outcomes
▸  To identify universal laws
	Why do we seek knowledge?
▸  To understand shared meaning
▸  To explore social construction
▸  To interpret group realities
	Why do we seek knowledge?
▸  To change and liberate
▸  To understand lived experience
▸  To deconstruct and challenge

	Methodologies
▸  Experimental design
▸  Non-experimental / survey
▸  Laboratory and field studies
▸  Hypothesis testing
	Methodologies
▸  Grounded Theory
▸  Discourse analysis
▸  Focus groups
▸  Narrative analysis
	Methodologies
▸  Ethnography
▸  Phenomenology
▸  Narrative research
▸  Orientational inquiry
▸  Participatory action research

	Data collection methods
▸  Laboratory studies (n)
▸  Field studies (n)
▸  Closed-question surveys (s)
▸  Performance & census data (s)
	Data collection methods
▸  Open-question surveys (s)
▸  Document, text or image analysis (s)
▸  Performance & attitudinal data (s)
▸  Observational data (s)
	Data collection methods
▸  Semi-structured interviews (s)
▸  Open interviews (s)
▸  Field observations (s)
▸  Document and text analysis (s)
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A: Positivism
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B: Post-positivism
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D: Constructivism
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E: Soc. Constructionism
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C: Interpretivism
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F: Critical Theory
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G: Pragmatism
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