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Lesson Plan

	Topic: Understanding the Past Tense in English
Past Simple, Past Continuous, Past Perfect
	Class: Intermediate ESOL learners


	Date: 25/11/24

	Length of lesson: 30 minutes
	Number of students: 4

	Resources required:
· PowerPoint presentation on the four past tenses
· Whiteboard and markers
· Worksheet with error correction activity
· Gap-fill handout for guided practice
· Timeline and sentence structure to help with tense usage during the activities (printed or on the board)



	Aim of Lesson

· Help students understand and distinguish between the three past tenses in English.



	Learning Outcomes – The Learners Should Be Able To:

· Recognize and correct errors in tense use.
· Identify structures of each tense.
· Apply tenses in context.





	Previous student knowledge required for the session:	

· Students should have a basic understanding of English sentence structure, familiarity with the simple past tense and regular/irregular verbs, and awareness of common time expressions indicating the past. Basic knowledge of continuous forms is also beneficial.




	Anticipated difficulties (if applicable):

Although specific difficulties are not outlined, the plan includes built-in checks for understanding (e.g., monitoring pairs during the noticing activity and a wrap-up reflection). Contingency adjustments could be further noted, such as additional examples in case more clarification is needed or simplifications if students struggle with complex tenses.




	Professional Standards (where are these being met within the session)

· Standards related to effective language teaching and learner engagement are met. The lesson is learner-centered, with activities that scaffold language awareness, encourage peer interaction, and provide diagnostic insights. Contextualized learning strategies focus on addressing learners' comprehension and practical usage of English past tenses.
· Value and promote diversity, equality of opportunity and inclusion by ensuring that every pupil has an equal chance to engage with the material in class.
· Demonstrate dignity, courtesy and respect towards others by taking into account, appreciating, and fulfilling each student's needs while providing assistance as needed.



































Lesson Detail:

	
Stage 
	
Focus
	
Strategy 
	
Time 


	
Warm-Up



















Introduction
















Development 








































Plenary/conclusion




	
Activate thinking in past tense and introduce topic
















Diagnose Initial understanding with error examples














Introduce three past tenses and their structure










Practice identifying tense forms and usage











Apply tense knowledge in context












Reflect on learning and address questions
	“Yesterday’s Highlights” Warm-Up:
· T: Asks, “What did you do yesterday?” and models a brief response in the past tense (e.g., “Yesterday, I went to the market.”), highlighting the verb on the board.
· Sts: Pair up to share one or two past activities, focusing on using correct past tense verbs.
· T: Elicits a few responses, providing quick feedback on tense usage and spelling. Asks if students know any past tenses.
· T: Gives a brief overview of the four past tenses (past simple, past continuous, past perfect, and past perfect continuous), writing their names on the board.
Error Identification Activity:
T: Displays three sentences with past tense errors on the board (one for each past tense). Gives instructions and asks Sts to work in pairs to identify and correct the errors.
Sts: Work in pairs to spot the mistakes and discuss the correct forms for each tense.
T: Briefly reviews corrections with the class, diagnosing initial understanding.

Sts: identify and correct errors in three sentences, each showing incorrect past tense usage




PowerPoint Presentation:
T: Presents a slide for each past tense (past simple, past continuous, past perfect), covering structure, form, and examples. Uses visual aids like timelines for each tense.
Sts: Listen and take notes, asking questions if anything is unclear.




Noticing Activity:
T: Distributes worksheets with example sentences using each past tense correctly. Instructs Sts to work in pairs, underlining verbs, identifying the tense, and discussing why that tense was chosen.
Sts: Work together to highlight verbs, label the tense, and discuss usage. 
T: Monitors pairs, providing feedback and clarification as needed.




Gap-Fill Exercise:
T: Distributes a gap-fill exercise with sentences that require Sts to choose the correct past tense based on context clues. Instructs Sts to complete individually and then check with a partner.
Sts: Complete the exercise individually, choosing the correct tense, then discuss answers with a partner.
T: Reviews answers with the class, clarifying any misunderstandings.


Reflection and Wrap-Up:
T: Asks Sts to share one new thing they learned or any remaining questions about past tenses.
T: Ask students to share sentence examples using the past tense so the rest of the group can figure out which specific tense is being used.
Sts: Share their reflections or ask questions. T: Addresses any final points, reinforcing key takeaways from the lesson.
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Assessment Strategies: when and how are they included within the lesson?

The lesson’s assessment strategies begin with a diagnostic assessment during the introduction, where students identify and correct tense errors, providing insight into their initial understanding. During development, a formative assessment is conducted through a noticing activity, allowing the teacher to monitor students’ recognition of tense structures and offer feedback. This is followed by a summative assessment in the form of a gap-fill exercise, where students apply their knowledge of past tenses in context, with immediate feedback to clarify misunderstandings. The lesson concludes with an informal assessment through a reflection activity, where students share what they’ve learned or ask questions, helping to gauge overall comprehension and address any remaining gaps.







	Informal reflection (to be completed after the session)

I felt the lesson was successful, with students actively engaging and achieving the learning outcomes. It was gratifying to see them grasp the aim of the session and come up with their own examples, demonstrating understanding and enthusiasm for the material. Their active participation and enjoyment reinforced the effectiveness of the teaching strategies used.
However, I noticed that the timing didn't align exactly with the original plan, emphasizing the need for flexibility in managing lesson time. In future sessions, I will allocate time buffers and adapt activities as needed to stay on track. Additionally, I realized the importance of being better prepared for technical and material issues. Bringing my own clicker for PowerPoint presentations will prevent disruptions and ensuring whiteboard markers are fully functional will help maintain clarity during explanations. These adjustments will contribute to smoother and more efficient lesson delivery in future lessons.









































Micro-teach activities

Activity 1 

Work in pairs to identify the mistakes and suggest corrections, focusing on verb forms.


a. "I was eat lunch when you called.


b. "They had live there for five years before moving.


c. I was played football yesterday.










Activity 2
Work in pairs, underlining verbs, identifying the tense, and discussing why that tense was chosen.


· I visited my grandparents last weekend.
· While they were walking in the park, it suddenly started to rain.
· By the time the teacher arrived, we had finished our homework.
· She was singing a song when the power went out.
· The children had eaten dinner before their parents came home.
· We saw a beautiful castle during our trip to Wales.
· He was painting the walls when his friend called.
· They had left the house before the storm began.
· The students performed a play for the school assembly last night.
· As I was studying, my sister was playing video games.


Activity 3 

Fill in the gaps using the correct form of the verb in (simple past).
1. Yesterday, I __________ (visit) my grandmother.
2. We __________ (go) to the cinema last weekend.
3. She __________ (finish) her homework before dinner.




2. Past Continuous Gap-Fill Activity
Fill in the gaps using the correct form of the verb in (past continuous).
1. I __________ (read) a book when the phone __________ (ring).
2. At 7 pm yesterday, we __________ (have) dinner.
3. They __________ (play) football when it suddenly __________ (start) to rain.


4. Past Perfect Gap-Fill Activity

Fill in the gaps using the correct form of the verb in (past perfect).
1. By the time I __________ (arrive), the meeting __________ (already/start).
2. She __________ (never/see) a lion before she went to the zoo.
3. They __________ (finish) their homework before the movie started.



4. Back up interactive activity ( Kahoot)

https://play.kahoot.it/v2/?quizId=8eced5f1-df80-4811-ab61-fbca868cc35f&hostId=9e06494a-8a62-4428-836d-4d16409f0616





















5. Fill in the gaps with the correct past tense (past simple, past continuous, or past perfect) of the verbs in parentheses.

The Camping Trip
Last summer, my friends and I decided to go camping. We __________ (plan) the trip for weeks and finally chose a perfect spot in the mountains. By the time we __________ (arrive) at the campsite, it __________ (get) dark, so we quickly set up our tents.
While I __________ (unpack) my backpack, I __________ (realize) I __________ (forget) to bring my sleeping bag. My friend Jack __________ (already/offer) to share his, but I felt embarrassed for not being prepared.
Later that evening, as we __________ (sit) around the campfire and __________ (talk) about our day, it suddenly __________ (start) to rain. We __________ (enjoy) the evening so much that we __________ (not/notice) the clouds gathering above us.
The next morning, we __________ (wake up) to find that our campsite __________ (flood) overnight. We __________ (look) forward to a peaceful weekend, but the weather __________ (ruin) our plans.
By the time we __________ (leave), we __________ (already/make) plans to come back the next year—hopefully with better weather!.











Handouts Language structure support for students

Simple Past=
· To describe completed actions that happened at a specific time in the past.
· To narrate events in a sequence.
Structure:
· Affirmative:     Subject + past simple verb (regular verbs add -ed; irregular verbs vary).

· Example: She visited her grandmother yesterday.
----------------------------------------------------------------------
Past Continuous
· To describe actions that were ongoing at a specific time in the past.
· To set the scene or describe background actions in a story.
· To talk about two actions happening simultaneously.
Structure:
· Affirmative:        Subject + was/were + verb(-ing).

· Example: I was reading a book when the phone rang.
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Past Perfect
· To describe an action that was completed before another action or point in the past.
· Often used with words like already, by the time, before, after.
Structure:
· Affirmative:       Subject + had + past participle.

· Example: She had finished her homework before dinner.
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