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AIM(S) 

 To provide students with the knowledge and understanding of the importance of 
understanding the basis of, and limitations of, empirical research, to appreciate 
commonly used methods and ethical principles within the social research framework.  

 To develop skills both as readers of existing research and researchers in practice. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to: 

 critically reflect upon how quantitative and qualitative methodology and methods 
contribute to research and practice; and understand the differing requirements 
associated with these approaches; 

 explore in-depth ethical considerations involved in the planning and undertaking 
research in the social sciences; 

 demonstrate a critical understanding the strengths and limitations of a range of data 
collection methods and forms of data analysis; 

 critically evaluate the features and characteristics of concepts such as rigor, validity, 
generalizability, trustworthiness and reliability of data collection techniques as 
appropriate to quantitative and qualitative approaches. 

 
INDICATIVE CONTENT 

 Explore a range of methodological positions and consider the implications for 
research in practice; explore the strengths and weaknesses of quantitative, qualitative 
and mixed methodologies. Understand that methods contribute to research and 
practice; and understand the differing requirements associated with these 
approaches. Exploration of the meaning and application of terminology such as 
Paradigm, Ontology, Epistemology, Methodology, Methods and Analysis. 

 Explore in-depth ethical considerations involved in the planning and undertaking 
research in the social sciences. Consider the positionality of the researcher and the 
context of the participant/context. Exploration of personal bias and positions in 
regards to the research design process. 

 Evaluate the features and characteristics of concepts such as rigor, validity, 
generalizability, trustworthiness and reliability of data collection techniques as 
appropriate to quantitative and qualitative approaches. 

 
  



Study Time Allocation 
 
The study time for the module is divided as follows: 

Activity type Hours Percentage 

Scheduled learning 30 15% 

Independent learning 170 85% 

Placement learning 0 0% 

TOTAL 200 100% 

 
ASSESSMENT 

 
Assessment Component 1 
☐ Written exam ☒ Coursework ☐ Practical 

 

Mode of assessment Volume Weighting 

Essay  2000 words   50% 

 
Assessment Component 2 
☐ Written exam ☒ Coursework ☐ Practical 

 

Mode of assessment Volume Weighting 

Essay  2000 words   50% 

 
Assessment Summary 

Activity type Percentage 

Written exam  

Coursework 100% 

Practical  

TOTAL 100% 
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