General Musicianship and Studio
Techniques

Week 3 - Intervals and the building of minor scales




« While there is only one major scale, three different variations of the

minor scale exist

Resource - The

Minor Scales



https://www.musictheory.net/lessons/22
https://www.musictheory.net/lessons/22
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* The first minor scale that we will discuss is the natural minor. It is
constructed with this formula

Resource - The

Minor Scales



https://www.musictheory.net/lessons/22
https://www.musictheory.net/lessons/22
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* The example above is A minor
- A,B,C,D,E,FG,A

Resource - The

Minor Scales



https://www.musictheory.net/lessons/22
https://www.musictheory.net/lessons/22
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* The example above is A minor
- AB,C,D,E,FG,A

Resource - The

Minor Scales



https://www.musictheory.net/lessons/22
https://www.musictheory.net/lessons/22
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* The example above is A minor
- AB,C,D,E,FG,A

Resource - The

Minor Scales



https://www.musictheory.net/lessons/22
https://www.musictheory.net/lessons/22

Natural Minors

In Sibelius build the following
scales:

e D natural minor

e Bb natural minor

e G# natural minor
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» To convert any natural minor scale into harmonic minor, raise the
seventh note by a semitone

Resource - The

Minor Scales



https://www.musictheory.net/lessons/22
https://www.musictheory.net/lessons/22
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» Let’s convert C Natural Minor into C Harmonic Minor
« Simply raise the seventh (Bb) by a semitone, resulting in B
* C harmonic minor is: C, D, Eb, F, G, Ab, B
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Minor Scales



https://www.musictheory.net/lessons/22
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Harmonic Minors

In Sibelius build the following
scales:

e D harmonic minor

e Bb harmonic minor

o G# harmonic minor
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« To convert a natural minor scale into a melodic minor, raise both the
sixth and seventh notes by a semitone

Resource - The

Minor Scales



https://www.musictheory.net/lessons/22
https://www.musictheory.net/lessons/22
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* For example, to convert C Natural Minor into C Melodic Minor, simply
raise the Ab and Bb a semitone to A and B

* C melodic minoris: C, D, Eb, F, G, A, B
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Minor Scales



https://www.musictheory.net/lessons/22
https://www.musictheory.net/lessons/22

Melodic Minors

In Sibelius build the following
scales:

e D melodic minor

e Bb melodic minor

e G# melodic minor
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 Usually, melodic minor is used only when ascending
* When descending, composers prefer to use the natural minor scale

Resource - The

Minor Scales



https://www.musictheory.net/lessons/22
https://www.musictheory.net/lessons/22
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From the major scale, flatten the 3rd, 6th, and 7th degree of the scale by a semitone (b3, b6, b7)

|C natural minor |
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From the major scale, flatten the 3rd and 6th degree of the scale by a semitone (b3, bé)

|C harmonic minor |

Major Scale
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From the major scale, flatten the 3rd degree of the scale by a semitone (b3)
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General Musicianship and Studio
Techniques

Week 3 - Time Signatures - Complex




Complex Time Signatures

Songs that use 5/4 time (David
Bennett, 2021)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQ76-WiFTlo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQ76-WiFTlo

Complex Time Signatures

s that use 7/4 time (David
Bennett, 2020)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-UA6n7iKeYQ&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-UA6n7iKeYQ&t=3s

General Musicianship and Studio
Techniques

Week 3 - Circle of Fifths




Circle of

Fifths

down by fifths
(up by fourths)

up by fifths

Key Signatures
YOI (down by fourths)

add # then
remove b

add b then
remove #
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Circle of Fifth’s

4 levels of the Circle of Fifths
(David Bennett, 2022)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQ76-WiFTlo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQ76-WiFTlo

