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The Notice of Intended Prosecution is given to persons involved in the specified motoring offences as a warning that a prosecution may follow. As an example, the driver of a vehicle who is captured on camera travelling through a red traffic light has failed to comply with the traffic sign. The driver may not be aware of the offence immediately. In this example, a Notice of Intended Prosecution will be given by serving a written notice on the registered keeper of that vehicle within 14 days of the offence taking place. This notice advises the registered keeper of that vehicle of the alleged offence, i.e. the traffic light offence, and that a prosecution for that offence may follow.
Another way a Notice of Intended Prosecution is given would be verbally. For example, the driver of a vehicle is witnessed by police driving in excess of the speed limit for that road and is subsequently stopped. The police officer would point out the offence that has been witnessed and would need to inform the driver that a prosecution for that offence may follow. Unlike the police caution used when arresting or reporting a person, there is no prescribed wording for such a warning that a prosecution may follow. However, the following wording is readily accepted as the standard:
‘YOU WILL BE REPORTED FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF THE QUESTION OF PROSECUTING YOU FOR…(SPECIFY OFFENCE)’

OFFENCES THAT REQUIRE A NIP:
D – dangerous, careless or inconsiderate driving or cycling.
E – exceeding the speed limit
F – fail to conform to direction given by PC engaged in regulation of traffic
F – fail to conform to certain traffic signs
L – leaving a vehicle in a dangerous position
A – aiding and abetting any of these offences
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